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For who, to dumb forget fulness a prer* 
This pieatiiig, ansious being ere resigiiM, 

Left the warm precincts of tlie cheerful day. 
Nor cast one longing, lingering look behind f 

Gret. 

JljVERY care and attention which affec- 
tion itself could dictate, was exerted by all 
the inmates of the Casa di PeroUo^ to re- 
lieve the sufferings of the chevalier Lan- 
dolini, and the distress of his afflicted 
daughter. The shock he had received 
when first robbed of his diildi had greatly 

VOL. IIL B 
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impaired his constitution. The joyful 
tidings of her return, and the incessant fa- 
tigue and anxiety of mind he suffered in 
his rapid journey from Trapani, had been 
more than his weakened health could bear, 
and a violent fever was the consequence. 
Ln a few hours he became delirious, and 
the pliysicians, who, from the first, had 
been far from sanguine, began decidedly 
to fear that the struggle must terminate 
in death. 

Marguerita wept not ; pale as a monu- 
mental statue, she sat beside his bed, 
watched ev^y turn of his countenance, 
every fluctuation of his pulse, and admi- 
nistered every medicine herself. 

Federico, Gaetano, and the baroness, 
were scai'cely less assiduous in their atten- 
tions. During three days the disease was 
rapidly approaching to its crisis; on the 
fourth the delirium ceased ; and when, in 
a 8careely<4iudible tone^ Marguerita heard 
tlie wiMrdfi, ** mj childt*' and her father's 
^yes tume4 Unguidly towards her, she felt 
as if returning rea^f^n must be the sy^p- 
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torn of returning health ; and falling on 
her knees beside the bed, she wept upon 
the burning hand which was extended to 
her, in a paroxysm of gratitude and hope; 
they w«re the first tears she had shed sinc6 
he became ill, and relieved her from the 
oppression with which her heart was load- 
ed. With intense anxiety, but without 
the alarm she had hitherto felt, she watch- 
ed the coimtenance of the physician, who 
was sent for on this change in the state of 
his patient ; with a sensation of cold and 
appalling horror, she saw the same expres- 
sion of despondency on his features — ^* My 
father is — ^he must be better!" she ex* 
claimed. 

^ I fear, lady, that no favourable fxjm^ 
toms have occurred ; and," after a pause, 
he added, ** it is my duty to say; I now 
despair of witnessing any." 

^ What?"* said Margumta, as if doubt- 
ing whether she had heard aright. ** My 
fiither cannot be in danger now (---cannot 
be beyond your hope !«•— Me ! ProvidMioe 
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has not restored me to his arms only to 
witness the extinction of my hopes for 
ever! — Heaven will not thus abandon me!** 

Landolini, who was now conscious of 
all that passed, made an effort to speak ; 
Marguerita bent down, and listened in 
agony. — ** Be composed, my child," he 
said ; " I feel it is even so— I feel that I 
am dying." 

** Oh no, no, my dear father ; you are 
weak and low, reduced by your illness, 
but better, much better, than you were a 
few hours back." 

** Do not deceive yourself, my child ; in 
a few hours I shall be taken from you ; let 
me see my kind friend, the baron Pandol- 
fina." 

Don Giacomo was in a few moments in 
tlie apartment; but Landolini was too 
much exhausted to speak again for some 
time. Federico was kneeling by the bed, 
tlie bai*oness seated be&ide it, and Gaetano 
endeavouring to support his old friend, 
while the physician administered a resto- 
rative, Marguerita having been reduced al^ 



tal isteln^fsiist iaiL rrv?!. ii^ Zi?*:=i r^-ii- 

his cwriL HT^ "' i f I nnr^"^— jicjeL. iiL Ji::^i: 
vet be vziL TTiii: siifissr jiiu#;i£: Hi. tkt-. r ">. 

mm 

of Tocr ^-^ysa;, JLar^iffrTit i* jrf itiiciHtl 
he mciBiifred a& x t^ktjt^'^ of Prsriilii's 



find a EDccrjer; I is£i Cc^^u^^ i:^?^ 
in her; sijd Lid ^ beim well, 
should still hare hoped to b&iRd scxp^ed 
to her the parent she has Iocs* .* 

•• If a brothers love to this adopted sis- 
ter can he accepted, gladly shall I unite 
•with my femily in guarding this sacred 
.cfaaige,'' added Fedmox 
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cation, and pressing with all his remain- 
ing strength his arms round his child, for- 
hade all opposition ; and, after a minute 
or two, he spoke again. — " Do not grieve 
for me, my beloved Margiierita ; I am go- 
ing from a world, which has been to me, 
since my early youth, a scene of trial 
and distress ; but remember always, that 
those sorrows, great as they were, I brought 
upon myself— ^remember that 1 owe my 
own sufferings, those of your angel mo- 
ther, perhaps her death, and, above all, 
my most intolerable anguish, the leaving 
you thus early unprotected by a parent's 
care, to yielding, in early life, to the in- 
dulgence of my own passions. Never, my 
child, indulge an affection at the expence 
of its object, or at that of any duty.** 

The sympathy of the surrounding 
friends seemed too great to be repressed ; 
and Landolini had exerted himseU* till his 
relaxing hold of all he wished to retain, 
and his closing eyes, proclaimed that he 
had again fainted. He remained longer 



tn a iliJi irfTiiiBwirimij fiai "■ Im" Fi iii 

thsm wfier bs GhC immiil.^- 

again abcullu^ Smr- "fJiTC Ji> jiatc^cnit 
sfaoold hetafhor ie i3e liiw-E rf J» i-t- 
dercrt cBcv aavi "i^aC i^ jia.w.ii: av-um; 
should be ber ?iitsi« aflmr. 

The con^^Bor, v%o vs 3B iesbi^bis^ 
now sppnndbME. t>> ehxjju tSar ws fii> 
ties of fats oAec Lihi^ JBa aescxrjtr^r' 
ed, by aignt, diriE fe «■> ecn«^jw ^ iC 
that pw^, and amkmfjisvc a «sar. t? 
speak. 

Maigiienla wai bamr SHESitLli^ .'ryia 
theroooi; tbe looks of beT5rfi-rt*3c-/wed 
her to the door; «id as it shut ber fnvm 
his sight, be sank npoa tbebocom tjfPif^. 
Batelli, to rise no raofc She «^s ttiU rv. 
clining in the arms of the banmets, and 
Federico standing by. when don GianxDO 
eame from the apartment of deatb. H? 
stood for some moments regardii*'' her 
with the tenderest axnpamctL^ Tc-ais 
S3 
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roHed tilendy down his eheeks; and as 
Mai^erita raised her eyes, she caught the 
expression of liis countenance, and with a 
soream again threw herself on the bosom 

(^ the barcmess. 

Bandolfina began to speak, but was over- 
powoed by his feefings, and hastily quit* 
ted the apartment 

Fedectoo was aware of what had taken 
places yet wishing he might still hope, 
yose, and was advancing towards the door 
of the rocun, where the remains of Ijando* 
^ Kni reposed, when Marguerita, raising her- 
self, exclaimed-—" 1 know it well — I am 
informed of my misery; take me with 
yon, signor.*^ 

" Impossibte, at present,'* said the ba« 
roness* 

^' Your affectionate kindness,** said Fe« 
derico, ^will no longer be felt Why 
add to your own distress needlessly ?"* 

He took her iiand with the kindest sym« 
pathy, and with theaid of his mother con-* 
ducted he?» in a stale of passive and stupi- 
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fied misery, to jiri apartm^t fortfaev re- 
moved from the scene of detitiL 

A cloud of gloom hung for some days 
over the Casa di PeroUo. The obsequies; 
of the cavalier Landolini were performed 
with the same attention as if be had been, 
related to don Giacomo, and his remains 
deposited in the cemetery of the Perollo 
fiimily, with every mark of respect which 
the baron ' Fandolfina could pay ; every 
member <Mf his &mily attended and moum-i^ 
ed as for a kinsman. The grief of Mar* 
giaerita continued with unabated violence^ 
The kind and parental afifection of her 
guardians^ and the fraternal, considerate 
attentions of Federico and his friend, were 
unwearkcU but generally produced a burst 
of grief, as if recalling the memory of him 
whose loss they ware intended to su)7ply* 
—The calm and cheerful devotion of the 
baroness, without any studied exhortations, 
first led her thoughts to the only source 
from which she could derive ecmsolation.; 
and in the employment of her religious 
duties^ Marg;uerita found that resigfiationi 
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and comfort, which, in the earlier days of 
her sorrow^ she had thought never to taste 
again. 

Don Giacomo had taken upon himself 
the arrangement of her father's affairs, and 
repeated. to her the assurances be had be- 
foremade, of considering himself henceforth 
as her parent ai>d protect», replying to 
her grateful tears with the kindest expres- 
sions of the gratification he should feel in 
fulfilling the duties he had taken upon 
him. 

The baroness, by every means in he^ 
powerj demonstrated her affection, making 
no other distinction in her conduct tocher 
adopted child and her own offspring, than 
the different ages of the parties rendered 
necessa^5^ 

Federico appeared to watch for every 
opportunity of shewing his entire concur- 
rence m the kind intentions of bis family^ 
and Ws desire to relieve her from the 
weight of h^ past sorrows, or any anticipa^ 
tion of evils to come; 

Gactauo^ who bad deeply felt the loss^o^ 4 
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Landolini himself, could for some days 
scarcely look at Margtierita with compo- 
sure ; his attentions afterwards were not 
so apparent as those of his friend, but they 
were not less kind and delicate, never for 
a moment forgetting his regard for her fa^ 
ther, or the situation of his orphaned child. 
All intercourse with the Solanto family 
had, during tliese sad scenes, been inter- 
rupted. The baron had attended the fu- 
neral rites with the other friends of Pe- 
roUo, and the baroness and Costanza sent 
their inquiries after Marguerita; but no 
meeting had taken place, all visitors be- 
ing excluded from the castle, in the same 
manner as upon the death ef a near con- 
nexion of the family. 

Marguerita felt all the kindness of her 
friends, and exerted herself to conceal the 
poignancy of her grief with all her forti- 
tude and resolution, by which she, in a 
great degree, recovered her self-command ; 
and her sorrow, though unabated, was less 
frequently displayed in public 

TUe family of Solanta had taken up 
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their abode in a cassino^ beautifuHy sittt^ 
ated in the rocky taliey where the hot 
springs rise, and at about the distance of half 
a league from Sdacca. It had been the 
choice of count Luna ; and being the pnv 
perty of his relation Francesco Imbiag* 
nia, every thing was instantly dcme which 
could make it convenient to the friends of 
don Sig^smund. At some distance from 
tlie other habitations round the baths, it 
afibrded at once every advantage of the 
spings, quiet, and retirement, which the 
baroness might require. 

Don Sigismund every day spent a con^ 
siderable portion of time with his mistress^ 
and exerted himself to the utmost to in*i 
gratiate himself with all the family. 

The countess had made one visit of 
form, and took occasion to urge the 
speedy fulfilment of the baron's engage* 
ment with her son» both to the father and 
mother of Costanza; the latter referred 
tlie matter soldy to her husband ; and the 
baron poUtely declined hurrylr^ on the 
affiiii^ till the parties so deeply interested 
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were better in&rmed on the sulgect of 
their mutual dispositions. 

The friends of don Sigismund had not 
been backward iu shewing every atten- 
tion to the fiunily. A grand entertain* 
ment had been given at the Castel di 
Luna, in honour of the oount's future rela« 
tives, at which they were introduced to all 
the friends and adherents of his house^ 
with the exd&ption of the barons, Adriano 
and X>ella Bai^ia ; the former had not i^ 
peared publicly at the castle since his fra« 
cas with Solaiito, and the latter was again 
absent from the neighbourhood of Sdaeca. 

The party assembled were none (^them 
persons calculated to interest the Sobtntos 
in any M'ay. They consisted chiefly of 
the nobles of the city, whose conversation 
was usually details of each other's affidrs 
to all their acquaintance, and abuse of don 
Giacomo FeroUo and his friends ; as the 
latter suigect, however, was understood to 
be the one on which the baron Solanto had 
expressed such v^ement anger against 
Adriano^ it was cunefiilly avoided, except 
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by oblique bints, sbrugs, and ejaculations 
of horror and antipathy at any allusion ta 
tlie party's foe. 

Some few of the visitors had been occa- 
sionally at Palermo, and attended the vice-- 
regal court ; they consequently considered 
themselves as men of the world, and deep- 
ly versed in the politics of every European 
state. 

Amongst the company, don Ferrante 
Luchese was the principal person who at* 
tracted the notice of Solanto. He was dis- 
tantly related to the countess^ dnd warmly 
attached to the interest of Luna, but with- 
out any of tbe virulent antipathy to the 
house of Perollo, which generally marked 
all the friends of don Sigismund. He was 
introduced to the baron by Geronimo Fer* 
rara, and they were soon mutually pleased 
with each other. Don Ferranteseemed to 
appreciate the pdlished manners: of the ba- 
ron, and his extensive information, derived 
from the active part he had so long taken 
in public affidrs ; while the frank good-na>. 
ture^ and intelligent and rational Qoaveistk^. 





tkm, of 

to Solaiitolniui Ac _ ^ 

barcxie dd XadoR^ aad aiasy ccmoB n: m? 
party. 
The 
in the idea of her own 
siding OTerthe ni l n M li»Lds « Ijuna 
reoeived the ho mi ge of snob as d 
flatter her, and renoiiied pededr 
tentive to all beside. 

The count had attached hinssclf toC». 
tanza, of whom he daDy became more en- 
amoured, though he oooUL acaie^ hope 
he was making the detest ppqgressin 
gaining her aflfection. 

The weak state of the banmess^s health 
was an excuse for her retiring early ; and 
after a dull and heavy day> the party 
broke up. 

On the next morning the baron and bis 
family returned to their cassino^ having 
remained at the Castel di Luna for the 

night. 

The constant attentions of don SigU^* 
mund, though they had made no lmpr9K^ 
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sion on the affecttons of the signora di 6o* 
lanto, yet had accastomed her to the 
thoughts of eventus^y heGoming his wife, 
and to his daily increasing impatience she 
began to expect her father's resolution 
must yield ; but in addition to the warn- 
ing of don Paolo Perollo, the baron him- 
self felt so mudi difficulty in forming a 
decided opinion on the diameter of count 
Luna, that he was by no means inclined 
to expedite the affair* 

Soon after the funeral of the eavaUer 
Landolini, don Giaoomo, his son, and sig^ 
nor FignateQ], rode down to the cassino, 
and apc^gizing for the mioness Pandol*^ 
fina, wno stayed at home with Mai^ue- 
lita, made a visit of scune length. 

The baron Solanto receiyed them with 
every demonstration of welcome, and they 
mutually wished that Ihe intercourse be- 
tween their &milies might continue and 
increase ; their regard for each othm* seem*, 
ed hourly to become greater; all the party; 
united in lamenting the unfortunate ter* 
lin^tion of Landolini's illness, and eom«^ 
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imserating the aflSiction of his orphan 
child, the conversation afterwards turned 
upon the advantages of thdr situation for 
the convenience of the baths, and the 
short distance from Sciacca. Amongst the 
thickets, at the northern extremity of the 
valley, don Giacomo mentioned that there, 
were a considerable number of wild boars, 
and oflfered, at the same time, as Sdanto 
had a great taste for hunting, to attend 
him with his own dogs and huntsmen. 
The offer was immediately wcepted, and 
an early day appointed for an expedit3<Hi 
up tiie country. The party then took 
leave, and returned to the city. 

On thdir way they met count Luna, 
whom Ijiey passed, without any notice 
whatever ; and as the train of Pandolfina's 
attendants went by, they followed the ex** 
ample of their lord, and without saluta* 
tion or regard held on their way. 

Enraged at this neglect, Luna spurred 
his horse impetuously forward, and felt at 
the instant as if nothing but the sacrifice 
of all the house of Fertdlo could appeasa 



80 THJ& FEUDS OF 

the fury of his rage. In a few moments 

m 

he began to collect his thoughts^ and turn- 
ing his horse's head from the cassino, rode 
nearly a league on the road to Liculiani. 
His attendants, and Pietro Infontanetta, 
who was with him, followed without com- 
prehending his meaning. At length he 
halted, and observing to his companion 
that he had changed his ori^nal intention, 
again turned his course back towards Sci- 
acca.— "The insolence of Giacomo PeroUo,'* 
he said, " calls for speedy punishment, 
and he shall have it to the full ; his auda- 
<»ou8 disregard of me rendered me unfit 
to meet Solanto^s keen inspection ; I am 
now better prepared to play the dissem- 
bler ; let us return to their abode." 

Pietro assented ; and on their way they 
agreed to make no mention of the meet- 
ing with Perollo, but to place it to the 
long train of grievances they soon hoped 
to be in a situation to revenge. 

Notwithstanding these resolutions. Si- 
gismund was not in a state of mind to en- 
joy even the society of Costanzs^ or to 
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fed suffidently on Ins guard to be afc ene 
with her father, and his Tiat was dMxter 
than any he had yet paid. 

When he reached his own home; he 
vented his rage to his mother and Adnanoip 



in imprecating yei^geanoe and destmctiaa 
on don Giaooma His advisers, by pio- 
mising him his full crf'hoth hereafter^jBooth- 
ed him into composure for the present. 
The next day, his devmrs at the caamio 
were paid without any alteraticHi. Again 
he urged his suit with Costanxa, and 
pressed her &ther on the subject, but with 
no more success than before. 

^ A few months, signor,** said Scdanto, 
** is but a short probation, considering we 
have but so lately become personally ac- 
quainted; and I prize the happiness o£ 
my child too dearly to be precipitate in 
an affitir of such impcxtance to the whole 
of her future life. I have no hesitation in 
repeating what has before passed between 
U8| that i^ upon a sufficient knowledge 
of eadi other, there exists no dislike to 
the matdi.in either party, I shall most 
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jreadily bestow my hdress on the son of 
roy old friend count Luna. This is the en- 
gagement, and to this at present I must 
beg to confine myself.** 

In vain count Luna used every argu- 
ment and entreaty in bis power, declared 
his unbounded and unalterable love, and 
|H>omised a most unhesitating compliance 
to any preliminary the banm might re- 
quire. Bolanto, however, remained obdu- 
rate ; and the count again departed with- 
out receiving a more favourable answer to 
his request 

The day previous to the hunting expedi- 
tion, don Giacomo, being himself particu- 
larly engaged, sent Federico and Gaetano 
down to the cassino, to make the final ar^ 
rangements with Solanta The baroness^ 
whose health was already considerably im- 
proved by the use of the baths, was sitting 
with her husband and daughter, anddieer- 
fully entered into conversation with Fede^- 
rico respecting his mother and fhmily^ So- 
lanto and Pignatelli were djoeply eng^ed 
in discussing the metits of :dags, faoisds, 
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and hunting ^>ears ; and the former re- 
questing Gaetano's opinion of some new 
purchase^ they withdrew to inspect it, the 
baroness detaining Federico a Tcduntary 
prisoner with her. 

Soon after the departure of the baron 
and Pignatelli, Beatrice, thinking the la- 
lies alone, came in. PeroUo would have 
retired, but the baroness said — ^' I shall be 
absent only a few minutes, and you had 
better remain with Costanza» as yofi 
might not be able to find the gentlemen.*" 

Left alone with Costanza, Federico felt 
conscious of something like guilt ; he at- 
tempted in vain to find some indifierent 
subject for conversation ; the lady seemed 
equally deprived of all presence of mind ; 
and after two or three attempts to break 
the distressing silence, they both gave it 
up in despair, the lady being employed at 
her embroidery, and the gentleman in 
looking at her. 

At length a step was heard approaching ; , 
PeroUo began to lecbver his senses, aod 
Costanza to lote her fears, when the door 
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opened and beneath the portal appeared 
oount Luna. 

Costanza blushed, she knew not why, 
and tremUed with agitation at the idea 
of doing so. Federico rose from- his 
^at, stammered some unintelligible non- 
sense, and looked as if taken in the perpe- 
tration of a crime. Sigismundf started and 
turned to an ashy paleness, as he witnessed 
the evident oonfusion of those whom he 
had thus unexpectedly surprised. He had 
learned from the domestics what guests 
were at the cassino, but having alighted 
from his horse, he did not choose to re- 
mount, and be so evidently driven off by 
those he considered his enemies ; he had 
therefore advanced to the saloon, expect- 
ing to find all the family assembled, but, 
to his infinite consternation and anger, be- 
held only Costanza, with Federico PeroUo, 
engaged, as it appeared, in very interest- 
ing discourse. 

The whole party were for some mo- 
ments speechless. The lady was^ the first 
to recover her recollectiant and she 



~** My mother bas this imtont left the 
apartment, and will return in li moment ; 
she is only eng^iged with her servant." 

" You, signor», seem to hav^ heen wdJ 
satisfied with the opportunity §ke hm si£- 
forded to thi^ treach^ous boy to employ 
his arts and flattery," 

" For myself, count Luna," answered 
Costanza, ^^ I consider you? insinuations as 
DO more than the natural efin^ions of your 
ill-bred violence, and unfortunate disposi- 
tion ; how my father will approve the in- 
sults you may think proper to offer to his 
fiiends, I know not" 

" Your father's friends, madam, will 
doubtless find an eloquent and willing de- 
fender in yourself, but I must request 
some further explanation from this g^itle- 



man.** 



** At present, count Luna," answered 
Federico, " I have no further explanation 
to give, nor do I comprehend exactly 
what I am called on to explain ; if I con- 
ader mysdf insulted, I shall find some 
better opportunity to answer it" 

VOL. III. c 
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The baroness now entered, and gazed 
with wonder at the 3cene before her. Cos- 
tanza's face was flushed with indignation, 
count Luna violently agitated, and Perol- 
lo alone seemed undisturbed. To him she 
turned an anxious look of inquiry. 

" Some misunderstanding," he said, " has 
excited the count's (iispleasure." 

" No, signora," exclaimed Luna, vehe- 
mently, " my doubts have been all cleared 
up — no misunderstanding exists ! Signer 
PeroUo has basely endeavoured to sup- 
plant me in the affections of my betrothed 
wife, and has too fatally, I fear, succeeded. 
My unexpected arrival has clearly proved 
his guilty love, and alarmed me with well- 
grounded fears, that it meets with an ap- 
proval, which none of her family, I trust, 
will venture to excuse." 

" Your assertions, count Luna," replied 
Costanza, " are equally false and grating 
to my feelings ; such uncurbed fury; such 
malignant aspersions on my character, 
have broken every tie between us. I thank 
you for the lessons you have given me ; 



yoa must be the object of my 
avenioii and oontcmpt — Coscanxa di Sew 
lanto renounces and detests vou T 

The baron entered during this vicdent 
speedi of his daugfatef^s. Federico s glow- 
ing cheeks had borne witness to the trutli 
of the love he had been accused o£ The 
baroness oomprdiended nothing but that 
some event had excdted the jealousy of 
don Sigismund, and the indignation of 
Costanza. Gaetano alone had some com 
prehension of the truth. Sigismund at- 
tempted an apol<^ to the lady» which was 
rejected with scorn. 

** Address yourself from lienceforth to 
my &ther, count Luna," she said ; ** you 
have received your dismission from mc ; 
I bave been too deeply insulted by your 
unfounded charges to forget your conduct 
easily." 

" From whom am I to expect an ex- 
planation of this scene?" asked Solanto. 

•* Let signor Perollo," said Sigismund, 
'* explain the subject of the interesting 

c 2 
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oonfkr«)oe» which I so unfortonatoly in* 
terraptedi between himadf and the lady 
Costanza." 

** We had scarcely spoken/' answered 
Federico» ^* during the momentary ab- 
sence of the baroness Solanto.*" 

** Do you mean to deny your dishonour- 
able love towards the lady ?'' asked Luna, 
fiercely. 

Federico paused a moment.-^^' Thoee 
who attempt to brand PeroUo's name by 
any title of dishonour/' lie replied, ^^ should 
seek some other opportunity than such as 
now presents itself." 

" Do you deny your love to the lady 
Costanza di Solanto?" again thundered 
forth don Sigismund. 

Again Perollo paused, and, with some 
hesitation, answered-^'* Thus rudely ques- 
tioned, signor, excuse me a reply." ' 

'' This discussion, count Luna,** said 
Solanto, *' from whatever it arose, should ,. 
be conducted with more regard to the cba- . 
racter of those to whom it is directed." 

" My absence, signor," said the baroness, ' 
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mildly, * coaM not Imwe ksted vtmsuf wo- 
ments, when you arrived ; bdieveme^yoa 
are acting nndcfir some fidse impresaoii.* 

Don Sigisnrand was rilent for a few mo- 
ments.-^** If I have been nusled»" he at 
length b^an, •• the kdy Costanza knows 
fiom whence my vehemence proeeeded. 
To prize her fiivonrs too highly, is a crime 
which, I trust, she will not visit so severe^ 
ly as she has threatened.** 

Costanza did not deign to ndse her eyes 
to the speaker. 

"^ This afikif may easily be explained)^ 
ssdd the baroness, '* wlien all pmlies wt 
better disposed to listen. Your own im- 
petuosity, Costansa, must make you more 
lenient to the same error in another. I 
think I may vetiture to undertake the slA^ 
justment of the matter; and first, signor 
PeroUo, let me ask of you what had taken 
place during my absence ?** 

" The lady Costanza and myself," re- 
plied Federieo, ^ had not exchanged any 
oonversation when count I^una appeared. 
1 was certainly surprised at his entrance> 
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and made some excuse for our apparently- 
private interview." 

" The jealousy of don Sigismund seem- 
ed to have taken alarm, then, at the cir- 
cumstance of your being alone with Cos- 
tanza ?" 

" The evident confusion of the gentle- 
man, and the blushes of the lady," said 
Luna, " gave me grounds for suspicion, 
which, if unjustly excited, demand an 
apology, which I now beg to offer." 

At this effort of justice towards Perollo, 
the blood mounted to the cheeks of Luna, 
and it was not without great difficulty 
that he had prevailed on himself to make it. 

** My feelings towards you, count Lu- 
na," replied Federico, " are only those of 
amity and concord, and I willingly accept 
your excuses for such conduct as appear- 
ances perhaps might justify." 

Costanza still remained silent. — " Come, 
my love," said the baroness, " you, I am 
sure, will join in this reconciliation, and 
forget the circumstances which have oc- 

^rred." 
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** And afibrd count Luna another op- 
portunity to insult me by his insolent and 
presumptuous suspicions : your excellenza 
must excuse me, but it is impossible for 
me so s6on to pass over the indignation 
which such treatment has called forth." 

The baroness sighed. — " This spirit, 
Costanza, Js not that which I would have 
adorn a child of mine." 

" Costanza will think more correctly 
and act more mildly upon reflection," said 
Solanto ; " and, in the meantime, we will 
let the subject subside." Then turning to 
Federico, he gave him a message to his fa- 
ther, and an assurance of being ready to 
attend him at the appointed time. 

The young men then took their leave of 
the &mily, and with a low bow to *don 
Sigismund, withdrew. 

Costanza soon after left the room, not 
being inclined either to remonstrate with 
her parents, or listen to the supplications 
of count Luna. 

When she was gone, the baroness oiFer- 
ed many excuses for her warmth of temper. 
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ii€rrer(^Iy ceiisurfe tne, &s y6U must do by 
condemttitig a dispositiott Whkih, in 6Very 
instance, must inake my own apf^eat to disl- 
^dvantttge by coiriparisittft } besides whieh, 
the signora dl Sdlanto is too dear to tn&^ 
to make it tolerable to heaf her blamed, 
even by you ; but lend me your induene6 
both with her and her fkth^, to overc6ttie 
thrfr persevierance in this druel delay." 

Solaftto only ih66k hii head ; while the 
ktroness dmiled, and assured the count her 
best endi^Tours should not be iK^anting in 
his sertide. 

After some ftirther CdRversatlon, the 
count withdrew, not perfectly satisfied 

with the bppeitfaftee he had Observed, 
though he had Seemed to overlook it, in 
order to sooth the irritation of Costan^ft. 

When don Bigismund h^ departed, the 
baroness fulfilled her promise to him^ and 
attempted to obtain Sdlanto's dcmsent to 
shorten the period of probation he hdd re* 
sdved on inflieting upon the impatient 
toter* 
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some particular iDqniiies idUtitc to 
had passed dumig ber aliBenoeL fihefcond 
CostaiBsa wafldng lapidDy up and doini lier 



fOolfi, as if i^itatii^ herhi MK ip wd dqeiel 
ber mfid. 

On her mother's entranoe Ab Uadhed, 
and, as llicMigfa endeavomiug to toni her 
tJiOQghtB fiom tiie reoeut aeeo^ )xgBi ai^* 
k^ widi gnat eamestaeas, about the faa- 
ion's fauntkig party. 

The baroness answered iffl her mquiries 
with gtttt patienoe and oafamiess^ and then 
said-«^^ Now, my k^e, repfy to a few 
questadte I have to ask yoa ; tdonottefl 
yoQ to be eandid-^I know yoa will ; ex- 
phiin to me the real cause c^ count Luna's 
anger Ais morning, for I must ix>nfess 
there seefned to me more tmderstood than 
expressed by til parties." 

. ** My dessiest motha*, how should I un» 
derstand what exdted such a temper as 

c3 
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count Luna's to violence ? if he had been 
good-humoured and; gentlemanlike, the 
x»use of such" a marvel might have been 
worth seeking." 

•' Costanza, I did not ask you for an 
opinion of don Sigisnautod's temper in ge- 
neral, but for the reason of the violent ir- 
ritation in which you and he both Were on 
my return." 

" Mamma, signor Perollo and I— were 
—saying nothing-^nd count Luna came 
m— and signor PeroUo—I mean myself— 
I looked surprised— I believe, and then he 
began that insolent accu^tion which you 
heard. That is all-except that if signor 
Fedenco Perollo had at all resembled in 
character this odious count Luna, the 
scene would have ended very differently to 
what it did." ' 

" Costanza. my child, look at me; what 
had been the conversation between you 
and don Federico during my absence ?" 

" None, mamma," said Costanza, blush- 
mg still more; « I do not believe we talk 
ed at all." 



* 
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*^ And whence arose this miraculous si- 
lence?'' 

'^ I do not know, mamma — I could not 
recollect any thing to say.** 

The baroness was silent for a minute or 
two, as if considering what she was to 
think of Costanza's altered and embarrass- 
ed manner. At last she said — " Federico 
Ferollo knew of your engagement from 
the first ; surely he cannot have been so 
base as to endeavour to render the per- 
formance of it painful to you ?" 

** I do not think, mamma, that signor 
Perollo would do any thing base," 

" If he has ever expressed for you any 
other sentiments than those of respect and 
fnendship, I cannot call his conduct by 
any gentler name." 

" He never professed any sentiments of 
any kind to me," said Costanza, endeavour- 
ing to exert herself, but feeling a most vi- 
olent inclination to weep, though she 
scarcely knew why, ^ and indeed he has 
never said or done any thing that I know 
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df, which thbtM. l&gseh '&ili gbdd d|)inion 
you entaiiained of him." 

" My cbedliest Costanaa,* ^sdd ^ baron- 
ess, " I have nev«t Irt^AMpted to fS^m^e 
you into obedience ; thd iAdUlg@IM2g I have 
evtr shewn to faat ^t\ihm, tod the tudlUe 
candouir ydti hav6 tjil h&t^ fuanifeSied, had 
made ihe hd^ I should li^er hiUrt tb de- 
plore ydUi-WMIt6f(MAfiden«&!fitai«. Yblir 
&#n heiurt; ttaUU accu^ the Way f6u idte 
ret>lyihg tb qi!teHioh$ whitih t^ M dietb- 
ted by nothing but att^d^y ibt ytiat htAf)- 
piheSs.** 

" Whilt tiaU I tell yott ?* Mid Got^Aaa, 
much &fi^t6d. ** If I think thtii f ederi- 
to F^bUo Wiould 6dt bis Mtiry if I w»e 

di^hgi^, t hAV« ottiy my own tfad^^h^ 

on the subject, for he is fe6d gfettevottB to 
hitV^ ^t^i^essed audi ft ftdhig> Mad if I 
t&nittot hidl|> tidOaj^ttg hitii with odi^t 
Ltffla, and count Luna «iway« Itttek by 
the «btn]^ri«dA, WhAt aitiltddb? I «^iirn 
I d& f%<d ttttd^ A gi-edt lestW^t ittith ^- 
mt PeVOtio, Which I CioKiidt MObUAt fbr 
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iiqr «tMw way } and \tbm MUAt L»Aa on- 

tered) I dHMf siy I IdOktMi tondllMfd M)d 
u!K»M»ft)HttM«'» but kl^Whlg thM t had 

be^ ming my tttt»«^ p^w^ tfr» ttiy 
o^n ftdiDgs, tM the Mde 6f don 8ig!s- 

by hitt), Witti ^ ll«el^ Jfteiiembhy, md be- 
fore PeTf^6 tdO, ^ ^HOdtii^gflig »dd<«iii9fes 
whteh weM Mvtr ttittde to m%^" 
^* No#r tuy kyt&i you h^v^ nkifgwbHA me. 

Vbu tire in ft tfattg^r^u^ Idiluftttctfi, but hs 
upllght ^tetttk>n^ Bt(s albne hMfettsafy to 
exttk«ft& ydu, I «b«ill hot lofig h^ tlfiMfey 
on th^ tfl^bj«et. I Will Hot fVotoDg this 
c&tiv»saHo6^, or Y^ew it afine^^mi^ty ; 
fueh «ut]geets db m(Mhe t»iiisi&hi^f thm they 
h»Tt««fit ft)!* \ ycAi a*6 engaged to tsownt 

LttlM, i^Cfse ^S^idn fof ybtl CShtiOt be 
Aoftlited, 1li\d WhMe gMM^ Aolt i« a 
spirit, to which your oirtt b but too tUfttr- 
ly allied ; it is therefore your duty to avoid 
all comparisons to his disadvantage. Sig- 
ner FeroUo departs very shortly for the 
Milanese, and while he stays, I will take 
care not to expose you too frequently to 
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his society, which I am sorry you find so 
agreeable— yourself must do the rest" 

Saying this, the baroness embraced her 
daughter, and returned to the baron, to 
whom she gave an account of what had 
passed, and expressed to him a degree of 
anxiety about her child, which she had not 
thought it prudent to shew to her. 

Every fresh communication made the 
baron feel less inclined to commit the hap- 
piness of his darling Costanza to the risk 
of a marriage, to which he saw no existing 
temptation ; still, to behave honourably to 
count Luna, he entirely concurred with 
the baroness, on the propriety of request- 
ing that Federico would not at present vi- 
sit them unaccompanied by his family, and 
this they determined to do, in a confiden- 
tial communication to the baron and ba- 
roness Pandolfina. 
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CHAPTER II. 

1 

J 

There was a laughing devil in his sneer. 
That raised emotions both of rage and fear; 
^nd where his frown of hatred darkly fell, 
Hope withering fled, and mercy sighed farewell. 

Byron. 

After his interview with the countess, 
Delia Bardia set out for Santa Caterina, to , 
claim his prize. The abbess knew too 
well the character of Accursi d*Amato, 
and the authority under which he acted, 
to resist the order, and the novice Fran- 
cisca* was summoned to the parlour of the 
convent, unconscious of the fate which 
awaited her. 

With astonishment she beheld the ter- 
rific figure of Accursi, tall beyond the sta- 
ture of ordinary men ; his ^gantic form 
was awkw^ and unprepossessing, and his 
countenance marked by the deep lines of 
dark and malignant passions ; and render- 
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ed still more repellent by the cadaverous 
hue of his complexion, seemed, to the ti- 
mid novice, one of the most appalling ob- 
jects her fancy could conc^iv^; she was at 
first so overpowered at his appearance, and 
at being summoned on such an occasion, 
that she scarcely heeded the introduction 
of the abbess. 

" The unknown fitiends^" said the supe- 
rior, ** by whom you were placed under 
mycare» and to whom you are indebted for 
6upport| have changed their wishes with 
reigard to your future destination^ and I 
am now, my child, to deliver you Into the 
hands of this gentleman, the barone della 
Baitiia.'' 

Frandsca looked, almost incredulous, 
first at the abbess, and then at Accursi ; 
horror and dismay seized all her faculti^i^ 
and she sunk fainting on the floor. 
. Delia Bari^tia assisted the superior in 
raisuig her, observing, that he was not to 
be imposed u{K>n by any aflfeeted teirors 
<or pious resolutions; iuid» w SQoa, aa sbe 
beg^.to recover^ d^i^re^ titafc w^n hfr 



LUKA AKD FEKOIXO. 41 

sttfpdM htA lii Mine degree subsldedi she 
might be directed to prepart^ fbr her de-» 
parture within two hourd. 

" A longer delay might be granted by 
your poUcy, lignor/' said the abbess i " I 
expect it not ^m your humanity ; Fran* 
cisca is timid, and of a delicate constitu- 
tion — ^violence and barbarity may rob you 
of your prey. I shall not give her up till 
I see her perfectly restored." 

^ You will do well, madam, to resist my 
authority, and that of the natunfiil guerdi- 
tm of this ^\r 9ti)d Accurst, with a isneer. 

"^ I do not mew to reaiiB^ iignor; but I 
Shan act with mine attention to the fl- 
ings of hutnanity, which I lament to see 

are so totally unknown to you.'* 

Delia Bitfdk withdrew^ and left the 
abbedd to tecovef the feinting novice, 
wIk>, on her retum tx> Sensation, eager^ 
ly inquired if she had not been suffer^ 
ing under the effects of a frightfbl 
dreatn ? 

" You have unnecesaarily alamted your* 
self, my ehild^** Mdd the feiuperior ; ** the 
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friends and relatives you have so frequent- 
ly wished to see, will now be made known 
to you ; why should you feel such terrors 
upon the occasion ?" 

** But to go with that dreadful stranger!" 
said Francisca, clinging to the abbess, with 
horror at the remembranc^.gf Delia Bardia; 
" oh, hide me from him^ -and let me wait 
some other conductor !" 

The superior protested that it was im- 
possible to detain her, or to disobey the 
orders she had received fix)m the lady from 
whom she had been sent in mfancy, and 
whose plans for her being how changed, it 
was resolved that she should be introduced 
to the world, from which she had so long 
been secluded. 

Francisca bad been educated with no 
other idea than that of a monastic life, 
and with a full; belief that in the wicked 
scenes beyond the walls of her convent, 
she had no one from whom she had a right 
to expect either love or protection, and she 
had long looked forward to the expiration 
of her noviciate with satisfaction. 
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To the drcomstaDoes of her hirth die 
was a stranger, and had never been able to 
leam more than that some ladr, interest- 
ed in her fate, had placed her where she 
was, and in so doing had conferred upon 
her a fiivour, whidi her utmost gratitude 
could never hope to repay. 

The strict roles of Santa Caterina made 
it no desirable residence fer any but such 
devotees as hoped, by leading misouUe 
lives on earth, to be happy in heaven, and 
a few profligate females, who trusted, by 
severe penance and fasting; to wash away 
the stains of earlier life. Few parents, 
who condemned their diildren to a religi- 
ous seclusion, were so Ingoted cr so un- 
feeling as to send them to Santa Caterina. 
Francisca therefore seldom had met 
with a compaiuon of her own age, or with 
any lighter spirit, who might have inspired 
her with a wish to join in the pleasures of 
the world, or the amusements of society. 
She was surrounded on all sides by gloom 
and bigotry ; beyond the. walls she was 
taught tha]t every place was filled with vi- 
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dlenoe and crime, and that a conventual 
Hfe was the only iheans of peace and hap^l 
pinesS) either in heaven or on earth. Her | 
talents had received little or no cultiva- 
tion, and had not her intellects been natu* 
rally strong, uhe must have sunk into a 
state of childish fatuity ; but her mind was 
pure from every thought of evil, and her 
patience and fortitude had been severely 
tried in this school of fanatic bigotry. The 
lives and martyrdom of all the saints and 
virgins in the calendar, were the only ex- 
amples ever held up to her imitation ; yet 
from them she learned resolution and per^ 
severance in her career of religion and vir- 
tue, unamiable as they might appear in 
the characters by wh<Kn she was surround- 
ed. 

The superior of the convent had gene- 
rally treated her with all the kindness the 
rules of the sisterhood permitted, and ha- 
bit had fixed the afibction of the novice 
upon her, and two or thi^e of the other 
nuns; having no other ot^ect to call forth, 
ot rather to receive the natuml eflusions 
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of youthful fi^eliiigs, tbejr had been j^aeed 
upon such-of her associates as seemed best 
inclined to foster them. But the nuns of 
Santa Caterina had few of them anjr wwld- 
ly affections remaining ; supefstitipn and 
fanaticism reigned without <Hie rival feel- 
ing within them ; and cool jodiflference had 
often .repaid the warmth of Fiwidsca'5 
love. 

Notwithstanding the inmates of her con- 
vent were thus repulsive and unpr^os- 
sessingy still the thoughts <^ being tom 
from the only home she had ever seen, 
from the only friends she bad ever known, 
from the abode of her youth, and the 
boundary of her wishes, was a shock so 
violent and unexpected, that she knew 
not how to think or act under it Sorrow 
would have predominated, had not a more 
pow^ul sensation of alarm possessed her 
mind, arising fi*om h« dread at the 
thoughts of being entrusted to such a per- 
ion OS the faarone. 

# 

It was in vain that the abbess strove to 
oompose heri by assuring her that she 



46 THE FEUDS OF 

would receive every attention where she 
was going, and that she would still be un- 
der the protection of the lady, whose care 
had attended her through her early years, 
and, in all probability, would' soon meet 
with other friends, and perhaps relatives, 
from whom she would receive the greatest 
kindness. 

In spite of thje representations of the su- 
perior, Francisca sat weeping and lament- 
ing her destiny, and protesting that no 
power should divert her from her inten- 
tion of taking the veil, arid returning to 
her convent, from whence she considered 
it as sacrilege to take her. 

By command of the abbess, her slender 
wardrobe was soon in readiness, the no- 
vice herself being unable to attend to any 
thing. Her conductor at length reap- 
peared, and terror stopped the lamenta- 
tions of Francisca ; speechless, pale, and 
trembling, she received the adieus of the 
sisterhood, and, with a convulsive shudder, 
was supported to a litter at the convent 
gate, in which she was placed by Delia 
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Bardia, who did not appear to perceive her 
agitation, or, if he perceived it, did not 
deign to notice it. 

In the evening they halted at a small 
village near Santa Margarita, where the 
barone was more attentive to the wants 
and wishes of his companion than he had 
been during the journey. 

Francisca had in some degree recover- 
ed her composure, and resolved within 
herself the conduct she 'intended to pur- 
sue. She expected soon to see the lady 
who had always been considered as her 
guardian and protectress, and hoped, by 
declaring her fixed determination to per- 
sist in taking the veil, that she should be 
permitted to return to her convent. 

Her fellow-traveller exerted himself to 
amuse her. He congratulated her upon 
her release from the convent, and the pro- 
spect of being introduced to the world, 
from which she had been so long secluded. 

This produced a vehement declaration 
of her abhorrence of the pleasures of soci- 
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ety, and h^r reBolution to Uva a^d die with- 
in the walk of Santa Cateriiia. 

A little more knowledge on the suljeet, 
find the experience of a few days, Aoeursi 
ob^rved, would 90on dissipate these spirl- 
tu(d notions.— ^* The wishes of your fiiends, 
lady," he aaid, ** will find a powerful sup- 
port from the temptations aiound you, 
and the gaieties of tht woHd obliterate the 
vifflioDs conjured up by the superstition 
and hypocrisy of the old nuns of Santa 
Caterina." * 

This was the first time Franeisca had 
ever beard m. idea that the sodety she had 
quitted were not the most perfect and 
moat fortunate of human beings. She 
looked in wonder at the dark countenance 
of Aocursi d'Amato, and &ncied thsit the 
fiMil fiend himself must hare been p^mit- 
ted to take possession of his person, and 
crossed herself with devotion at his pro^ 
&iie remark. 

'* At San Bartolomeo, wluther we are 
going," he oootinued, ^ you will find but 
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little fioeietjr; I hope, however, 8000 to 
take ymi to Sciacea, where you will be in- 
troduced to the friendfi and connexions of 
both our families." 

« You know then, signer, to whom I 
owe my origin?" exclaimed Franeisea, 
with joyful satisfaction. " fihaU I mdeed 
see my parents and relations ?" 

** This," he replied, ** is no place for 
explanations; when we arrive at Santo 
Bartolomeo, you ^ shall be informed of all 
you wish to know ; but we must begin 
our travels early ; you had therefore better 
retire to your couch, signora ; and be as- 
sured that all your anxiety shall be fully 
quieted in a short time, and your curiosity 
satisfied, when we shall hear no more, I 
trust, of returning to Santa Caterina." 

The novice began again to eulogisse the 
happiness of her old abode, in the same 
stndna she had so frequently beard it ex* 
tolled. 

Aecursi listened with impatience for a 
short time, and in the midst of the ha* 

YOL. IIL D 
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langue wished her good-night» and re- 
tired, sending in a female attendant to as- 
sist the lady in preparing for the short in- 
terval allowed for her reposed 

In vain Francisca attempted to com- 
pose herself to sleep. The present and fu- 
ture prospects which had dawned upon her 
during the last few hours, so entirely oc- 
cupied her thoughts, that it was impossi*. 
ble to exclude them, and daybreak found 
her still waking and restless. She was 
soon summoned to rise and set forward ; 
and during a long and fatiguing day, she 
was shut up in her litter, except for a short 
time at noon, when they halted at Sam- 
buca to jest themselves and their horses. 

Towards evening they began to ascend 
the dreary heights of Santo Bartolomeo, in 
the deepest recesses of which stood the cas- 
tle belonging to the barone della Bardia ; a 
few miserable hovels- in a valley beneath 
the castle were the only traces of human 
habitation, and these resembled the huts of 
a wandering tribe, rather than the abodes 
of civilization. 
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had been always accustomed 
to the gloom and melancholy of Santa Ca- 
terinsL ; therefore, perhaps the scene made 
less impression upon her than it would 
haTe done on any other person ; yet as she 
passed under the dark and ruined archway 
into the courtyard, which was covered in 
places with fragm^its of the tottering 
buildings the air of desolation struck even 
her ; and the few persons who appeared 
had the same fierce and military aspect 
whidi characterized her trayelling compa- 
nion. The whole looked more like a rob- 
ber's den than the establishment of a feu- 
dal baron. 

As Aocursi lifted Frandsca from her 
litter, he observed to her, that he hoped 
the exterior appearance of her future home 
would soon be more prepossessing; and 
conducting her through a dark hall, they 
passed two or three desolate apartments ; 
and finally entered one, which, though 
somewhat better, was cheerless and gloomy 
in the extreme. 

d8 
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After some apparent difficulty in find- 
ing her, an old woman entered the nxxn, ^ 
and received Delia Bardia's orders to attend ^ 
entirely upon the lady, until he could pro- ^ 
cure for her some more suitable waiting- 
woman — " Mine has hitherto,** he said, ^^ 
*' been a bachelor's establishment, and you '^ 
will find the castle in some disorder; but ' 
we shall soon make it more babitable, sig- ^ 
nora, and, for the present, you will excuse -i 
its want of accommodation. I have afiairs '^^ 
of importance, which require ray attention ^od 
this evening, but you will give whatever ^ 
orders you think necessary, and they shall ^tl 
be obeyed to the extent of our ability.'* flil 
He then took his leave of the astonished oi 
girl, who, wearied by her journey, terrified oj 
rt her novel situation, and ignorant of an 
every thing around her, was incapable of iistj 
answering ; and seating herself on the be 
nearest chair, gave free course to her tears ^ ^^ 
for sonje time. ^ 

The old woman, standing by, in nearly ^^ 
equal surprise, but her volulnlity soon get- ij)2a 
ting the better of her reserve, she prated I l 



most loquacioiuly to the ahnost-oDliecdin^ 
Francisca. — ^ I never did expect sodi do- 
ings as tfais,** shebegaiiy ^thatererlAoald 
liTetosee arealladj mistreKof theoIdCasde 
of Santo Bartolomeo ; tiiitth^ dosaj, that 
year exeellenza has gdd and jewds enough 
to build up the battered walls again, as 
fine as any thing in Sdaoca. To be sore, 
I did think it was all a stoiy, invented fay 
tbaft fellow Giaseppe, to make me gness 
and vronder, when he told me that his ex- 
ceDenza was going to many an angel, as 
rich as the madonna di Trapani, who was, 
:*jr aught he knew, a daughter of the em- 
scrar, or the viceroy; but when I was 
*:id to put the best furniture into this^ 
-oom, and the great bed in the next 
-^as dusted and cleaned, I thought there 
light be something in it, and perhaps the 
arotie was about to bring home another ' 
lady from Palermo, such as he has 
or twice before ; but, bless me ! your 
teellenza is quite another thing; and 
I heard just now that there really 
I priest in the castle, I could not tell 
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which way to turn me^ and so I sat still 
in the room over the gateway to watch 
your arrival — ^not that I expected to see 
you ; and though they searched aU over 
the castle, they would never have found 
me, only I thought I might as well come 
and look at my lord's new brideJ' 

" You are mistaken then/' said Fran- 
cisca,. still weeping. " I am not, nor do I 
itiean to be> any one's bride ; I am a no- 
vice, belonging to Santa Caterina« Why 
I am brought hare, I know not; but when 
I see my friends,. I presume I shaH be ia- 
forro^.'* 

" But your excellenza has untold sums 
of gold, and mines of wealth ?" asked the 
old woman. 

** I neither know ofj nor wish to possess 
the treasures of the world," ssudFrancisca;. 
" only let me return to Santa C^terina^ 
and I shall be happy.'' 

The old woman stared as* if doubting 
the sanity of the young lady, who ex- 
pressed a wish to retire to rest, hoping 
'^ereby to escape from her attendant. 
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^ Yonr exoellenza w3l take some 'food 
first; I will go and see what can be found," 
sbe said, and withdrew. 

During her absence, the new inmate of 
Santo Bartolomeo looked round her apart- 
ment, into which, she had just been told, 
the best furniture in the castle had been 
removed. The tapestry hangings consist- 
ed of various fragments of various stories, 
put up by the taste of old Beatrice, where- 
ever the original covering had fidlen from 
the walls. Warriors upon their chargers, 
with their legs in the air, were grouped 
with tattered apostles, and moth-eaten 
scenes of &rms and vineyards. The few 
chairs were those which had been selected 
as most fit for service, from various sets ; 
and a table, which would stand without 
much trouble, completed the sumptuous 
display* 

The air of abandoned and. desolate mi- 
sery struck even the novice from Santa Ca- 
terina. In her convent she had been ac« 
customed to every deprivation of the com- 
forts, as well as the luxuries of life, yet 
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still there was bvdet^ and wtAe idea of if eat- 
ness^ the humble pallet and slender for- 
niture of their cells;, and the piarloUr, and 
apartments of the abbess^ were decently^ 
though ^fi^ply arrtoged. 

The old woman arrived at length with 
a most endrodous dish of oglio, wliich ap- 
peared to have been prepared for all tlie 1 
ruffian-like domestics in the courts below, i 
and a bottle of ex^drable wine. Francisca 
had not been accustomed to dainty &re ; 
she therefore tlmnkfuUy partook of \he vi- 
ands offered her, and was coixductbd by i 
Beatrice into the adjoining toom, whei^ 
the state bed had been dusted out for her i 
reception. The appearance of this room i 
was much in the same style as tlie one she i 
had quitted. i 

'' Hia excellenza/' said the 6ld wonlan, i 
" never resided much at Santo Bartolomeo e 
till of late ; he Used formerly to spend his -^ 
time in Sciacca ; and my husband and I ^ 
k^t the castl^^ in order ; but now we have Ici 
the baroAe himself, and his friend count \ \ 
^orgioy and all their attendants, or sol- 
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£ers, as they call tliemsdves. It was a 
fine surprise to me, as your excellenza may- 
suppose, when they came dattering up* 
to the castle in the dead of night ; and then: 
there was so much consulting and debating 
with ray husband, and such searching for 
keys, and exploring all the old hdds, that 
I could never make out what they meant,. 
or where they put the pocn- man who wa^ 
brought with them, so muffled up, that I 
never got a glimpse at his face, though I 
peeped at every opportunity .'' 

Francisca could not avoid hearing all 
this gossip, though it made but little im- 
iression on her; and having performed 
^er evening services^ and secured the door 
'iter the departure of old Beatrice, she re* 
tired to rest She did not see the barone 
Q late the next day, which she spent al* 
^ost ^itirely alone, and much in the same 
^av as she would have done at Santa Ca^ 
crina^ in devotional exercises. It appeared 
I) her singular that her friends should 
dve taken her from her convent to imr 
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mure her in a rutnons castle, wtth only a 
man like Delia Bardia ; but she had been 
exercised in patience, and now found the 
benefit of that which she had acquired* 

When Accurstentered, he excused him- 
self slightly for his absence, which busi* 
ness, he said^ had rendered necessary. 

*^ When may I expect to see the friends 
to whom I am related?" asked Francisca. 

*• It will not be lo»g before you will be 
introduced to them,'* he replied; '^andin 
the meantime, I hope you will not find 
this so uncomfortable a residence as it at 
first appeared.** 

** You promised me, signor, an explana- 
tion of several circumstances, to which I 
am at present a stranger." 

** And it is my intention to fulfil it,** 
said Accursi ; " but you, lady, must fiarst 
ob3y the injunction of your unknown m( 
ther.** 

^ In all things I am prepared to lK>noi 
and be obedient to her,*' answered Frai 
ciscn. 
" I am happy,** said Accursi, " to fii 
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the abbess has not failed in her duty here ; 
your professions, signora, are now to be 
proved ; you must accompany me to the 
altar, and instantly become the wife of 
Delia Bardia.** 

The novice was for a few minutes si- 
lent ; she had rallied all her presence of 
mind, all her composure, to hear the ex- 
pected intelligence of her family and ori- 
gin, to meet the terrific barone, and to 
leam the intentions 'Of her friends. She 
had spent' the greater part of the day in 
prayer, and felt, when she began the con- 
versation, as if capable of bowing in hum- 
ble resignation to the event, whatever it 
might be ; but when she heard the price - 
she was expected to pay for the introduc- 
tion to her friends, the suddenness of the 
shock for a moment overpowered hen 
Her mind, hpwever, was firm and decided; 
she considered herself devoted to the altar« 
and resolutely determined to resist, like 
the numberless virgins with whose histo- 
ries she was so well acquainted, even to 
martyrdom^ any matrimonial conne aon. 
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Thi« r^solutioh she announted^ in ficm 
yet gentlie tenns, to Delia Bardia» who re- 
plied^ with a shout of derision*—^' Most 
][>ious kdy, we have, it is ttii^, neither 
racks nor executioners to tfy your forti- 
tude, but the power of Accursi d' Acnato 
is not to be resisted by a child. My 
friends are waiting in the chapel below, 
the priest is in readiness, and you must in* 
stantly attend me thither/' 

Francisca knelt, but not to Ddla Baffdia^ 
in humble supplication ; she bent to Hea- 
ven for aid and support in this hour of 
trial. 

** Now for a miracle, holy Santa Cateri- 
na !" exclaimed Accursi, " to save your 
credit, and your votary's virgin fame." 

" No miracle,*' replied Francisca, meek- 
ly, ** is requisite to support a resolution 
which defies your tyranny, signor, and is 
fixed on Heaven alone."* 

As slie spoke, a hasty footstep was heard 
advancing to the door ; the noviee^s heart 
fluttered with hope ; the coiitit^nance of 
^Lccursi fell ; «n armed attendant ii^pear- 
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ed at the entrance. — ^^ A cornier fiom 
Bivonia requires yoar ezodknza's inune-' 
diate attention." 

** He must wait," exdaimed lliefanoii^ 
iurioudy; ^^ neither earth nor Heaven 
shall stop my purpoae now !" 

The man retired. 

*" Tour saint," continued Sdh Bardia, 
with a sneer of deriaon, ** must find some 
other means to save you, kdy ; this but 
accelerates your doom.^ 

He txMsk her hand widi a grasp, which 
bbe fiwnd it vain to resist, and led her 
trom the apartment. 

As tliey advanced -through the desdate 
diambns, the novice locked round for aid, 
but saw only a lew £stocioil^lodung men« 
:nd they arrived at the chapel, where a 
priest was waiting their approach. With 
him was a tall man in armour, and two or 
'hree persons, 'who appeared to be subal* 
tern officers. 

"The lady Frandsca di Luna," said 
Accursi,. leading her up to the piincipid 
person. 
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•* My friend, count Giorgio, lady, who 
honours our nuptials by his presence. Pro- 
ceed," he continued to the priest ; **Ihave. 
a summons to attend to, the instant that 
this ceremony is concluded; therefore, 
good father, make no delay in the duties 
of your oflBce," 

Hear me, father," said Francisca. 
Silence, lady!" said Accursi, with a 
frown. 

" No, signor, I will not be silenced. — 
Father," she continued, ** I here protest, 
before the blessed Virgin, that I am the 
consecrated spouse of God. I have been 
forced from my convent, by whose autho- 
rity I know not, and am now dragged hi- 
ther by one who has neither natural nor 
acquired right over me. I demand your 
assistance to restore me to my . convent ; 
and I protest, in the name of all the bless* 
ed saints above, against the further pro- 
ceeding of the ceremony." 

The party stood for a moment; in silent 
astonishaienL 
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" These objections/' at length said the 
priest, ** are most powerfuL** 

''^ And thus I answer them," exdaimed 
Accursi, vehemently drawing his sword, 
and seizing the monk. ^* Either proceed 
without delay, or meet yonr fiite. This is 
only the prate of a wayward girl. At your 
peril, father, delay the solemnization of 
the nuptials! You know under whose 
sanction we act." 

The priest opened the hook, and in a 
tremulous voice began. 

Another difficulty now arose: Fran- 
cisca throughout refiised her approbation 
and consent at every response she was re«> 
quired to make. The monk hesitatedv 

*' You are to attend to» me alone," said 
the barone, and again his sword gleamed 
hefore the eyes of the terrified father. 

When this mockery had ceased, Diella 
Bardia caUed on the priest to draw, tip an 
attestation of the act, which was signed by 
count Giorgio and the attendant witnesses, 
m spite of all the protestations and appeals 
of the lady. 



64 THE T£UZ>S OF 

The barone redeived the document, and 
carefully looked it over, then folded it up; 
and turning to the ruf&ins^ behind him, 
sgid — ** Bear this most scrupulous good 
man to the deepest dungeon of the castle,, 
and secure him in fetters; we have no 
farther occasion for his services,^ and his 
babbling tongue may beinconvenient here- 
after." 

The men advanced, ^nd seized the 
tremblii^ priest, who gave one shriek as 
they threw a cloak over him,, and forcibly 
bore him, away.. 

" Allow Hie, baroness della Bardia, to 
conduct you from the chapel," said, count 
Giorgio. 

Without heeding him, Franciisca again 
threw herself upon her knees before the 
cruciSx, and remained some minutes un<> 
disturbed. 

AoGursi spoke a few words apart to. the 
count, and Idl him to conduct the lady to 
the other part of the castle. 

" We have important business, signora,!' 
he said, ** which requires the immediate 
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attention df your laid and mys^j I am 
sorry to interrupt your thank^yin^but 
you raiiikst permit me to conduet you fiom 
hence.** 

The novice ro^ without further deh^; 
she threw biek the yeSl wiA which she 
had been covered ; add looking steadily at 
theeonnt, aaid«^^'Iani unaequaint^ with 
the world, tignot^ but in my retirement 
have jdways heard that noblemen and Md- 
dierft were honouiAble, brave, and gene* 
lous ; frcwn the. conduct of. yowi^ and 
of the person who Ibreed me hidier, I 
must 8upp6se that I have fiiUen into the 
hands of brigands and banditti, and have 
cause indeed to be thankful to the 
Power which has affiMided me strength to 
resist the tsrrannons attempt to make me 
the wife of your friend. The same Power 
^ill, I doubt not, deliver me from his 
^ds« I am ready to attend you." 

He ihen led her to the apartment she 
^ quitted when ibroed away by Aecursi, 
cid Beatrice attended her. The count 
::stantly withdrew in search of DeUaBar* 
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dia, and Francisca seated herself, in silent 
meditation at the scene she had gone 
through, and anxious deliberation on her 
future proceedings. Last night she had 
wept bitterly at the bare idea of being re- 
moved from Santa Caterina; she Inrd now 
shedno tear during all the violence to which 
she had been exposed, but, on the opntrary, 
felt her spirits supported by a strength hi- 
therto, unknown to her; and hopeless as 
her situation seemed, she suffered neither 
despondency nor fear to the degree she 
might have expected ; her firm reliance 
on Providence was unabated by danger 
and difficulty, and she calmly awaited suc- 
ceeding events* 

About an hour she continued undis* 
turbed, when the datter o£ horses in the 
courts below drew the attention of the 
old woman—-** Bless me T she exdaimed^ 
** what a bustle there is ! Why all the 
men are armed, and seem as if pi)e{Muing 
for some grand expedition." 
'The barone entered the apartment a& 
9 wia speaking—** Your brotheri** he 
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said, ^ signora, count Sigismund di Luna, 
requires my immediate attendance at Bi* 
vonia; he is my near kinsman, and the 
head of our illustrious house^ Exclusive 
of our new connexion, I am bound to him 
by the strongest ties, and am now about 
to hasten to his aid with all my vassals 
and adherents. My return is uncertain, 
but shall not be unnecessarily delayed ; 
you will, in the .mean time, remain mis- 
tress here. One thing only I have to cau- 
tion you against ; all hopes of escs^ are 
DOW firuitless; you are my lawful wife» 
and any attempt of the sort which yoa 
may engage in, will be visited by my hea- 
nest displeasure. Adieu ! I have no mo^ 
aents for delay.*' 

Frandsca was about to speak, but he 
nastily left the apartment ; the notes of a 
bugle, which sounded in the courts ap- 
peared to be the signal for departure. The 
Jattering of horses on the pavement in*^ 
reased ; she heard them thunder over the 
irawbridge, and all was again sflencQ 
roiuid hen 
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Thankful for her present release from 
persecution^ by the departure of the biiron, 
Francisca gratefully o£fered up her prayers 
to Heaven, and commended her future 
destiny to the same protecting Power 
\fhich had hitherto defended her. The 
pdrting words of Delia Bardia had inform- 
ed htf of her origini and the name of her 
family; but she was an utter stranger to all 
the world, excepting the inmates of Santa 
Caterina; and don Sigismund di Luna was 
to her almost as remote a person as the em- 
perm'Charles; he* was, however, some con- 
nexion on whom she had a claim, and eager- 
ly and anxiously did she question Beatrice 
as to her knowledge of him and his family. 
To her great satisfaction, it was a subject on 
whidi the old woman could give her in- 
formation. From two or three visits to 
Sdacca, and from the circumstance of his 
being the ehieftainof Delia Bardia's&mily, 
he was an ol^ect of interest to all the vas- 
sals ; and with much embellishment, and 
no small additions, the attendant mimu- 
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&ctured a complete detail of jdl the tMum 
of the house of Luna. 

The noyioeleamed, that at least she had 
a mother, and manj powerfol rdatioDs; 
and fully confided in their fiitofe eom* 
pliance with her wishes to leassome at 
her convent the life from whidi she 
had been torn. Her time dniing the 
eventful day, and several which sueoeed- 
ed, was unifinm and undisturbed; the 
only person she saw was Beatrice, and her 
principal conversation was reelecting the 
newly-found relatives, whose names only 
excited so much* interest 

To return to the afl&irs of Sdaoca. On 
die day after the enooont^ of Federioo 
cA Sigismund, don Giaoomo and his 
:3Tty accompanied the baron Solanto OQ 
^ hunting expedition; and, afiter a fa* 
ruing but sucoessftil day, returned to 

e cassino. 

Dob Sigismund had been there during 

iir absence, and endeavoured, by every 
:^ana in his power, to appease the anger 

Costanza, but her medlar's authoril;y 
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could alone make her listen to him ; and 
she would only engage to overlook his 
late conduct, upon such a continuance of 
better temper as might manifest an im- 
provement in his powers of self-command. 
He had retired before the return of the 
hunters, and the baroness took the earliest 
opportunity, unperceived by the rest of 
the party, to speak to Federico upon the 
subject of Costanza, and the jealousy of 
cpunt Luna. 

PeroUo blushed deeply when she first 
mentioned the subject ; the baroness ap- 
peared not to regard it, and gave him 
every possible credit for his honourable 
intentions, and for having innocently caus- 
ed the disagreeable scene which had taken 
place. 

Federico attempted an apology, but 
<^uld not produce an intelligible sentence. 

The baroness perceived his agitation, 
and proceeded in the conversation — " Un- 
der the peculiar circumstances in which we 
are placed in regard to both families, bound 
by the sti^ongest ties of gratitude to your 
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£ither and yourself and connected by our 
^i^gag^m^nts with count Luna, it is an 
imperious duty, signorPerollo, which calls 
upon the barod Solanto to act with ho- 
nour and conMence to all parties, neitha* 
to provoke the irritable feelings of count 
Luna, by giving him unnecessary pain, 
nor in any way to fail in shewing every 
testimony of friendship towards the house 
of P«x)lIo. Much also is due to the feel- 
ings and the character of our daughter ; 
and I shall not, I hope, be thought acting 
either with harshness, ingratitude, or sus- 
picion, if I request you to avoid, as much 
as possiUe, the society, of my child." Pe- 
rollo started, and shewed violent signs of 
agitation. The lady continued — ** It is 
neither from a want of confidence in your 
honour or generosity, agnor, that I am 
tempted to urge the necessity of your 
withholding from all partiailar attention, 
either in puUic or private, but from a re- 
gard to the peace of all parties-*-to count 
Luna, to yourself, and to Costanza.** 
Federioo had bowed ass^it to all that 
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the baroness had s&idj but 'without trust- 
ing^himself to answer het. She now paused 
fin* a reply, but all he could say was a 
disjointed sentence, in which he acknow- 
ledged the justice of her ofHnions, and pro- 
mised obedience to her wishes. 

The truth was now but too evident to 
the mother of Costanza, and she trembled 
for the event. — " Remember, signer Pe- 
roUo," she said, " I rely confidently 
upon your honour and discretion," 

Don Giacomo requested to have his at- 
tendants summoned, as he was impatient 
to return. His son gladly took advantage 
of the circumstance, and in a shcMrt time 
the party left the cassino. 

Costanza quitted the foom when she 
saw the e£Pedt her mother^s conversation 
had upon Federico, whose countenance 
she had watched when she could do so un- 
perceived. He had thus escaped the ne- 
cessity of taking leave of her ; and during 
his ride home, endeavoured to recover his 
spirits; but fearing to exc^e the inquiries 
c^ his mother, as soon "as he arrived there, 
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he pleaded &tigue from the exotifMu qf- 
the day, and retired to his own apartm^t; 

The baroness Pand<jfiiia had, however, 
leazned from Gaetano the events of tb& 
preceding day, and had considered them 
with deep and painful interest Schuc 
days after the honting, she succeeded in 
persuading Marguerita to accompany her 
fov die first time to the cassiiio. 

Costanza, who sympathized sincerely in 
the sorrow of Landolini's orphan, exerted' 
every power she possessed to amuse and 
rdieve her thoughts, which gave the ba- 
roness Solanto the means of a long convo-- 
sa^n with* her friend, in which the two 
ladies discussed the subject of Federico's 
unfortunate attachment, and his motlior 
engaged to exert her influence to prevent 
his visiting at the cassiuo, or having any 
intoYMurse with Costanza, except such as 
their meeting in public renda^ unavoid- 
able and unsu^idous. 

Soon after the departure of the ladies, 
don GiaocHiK^ don FaxAo 'PvroOo, and 
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signor Figpatelli, arrived at the cassino. 
Splanto, who h^d been out for an hour or 
two, waft returned, and the party were en- 
gaged in genaral conversation, when oount 
Luna entered the saloon. A silence inni- 
mediately ensued. 

The count slightly saluted Solanto and 
the ladies, and turning fiercely towards 
don Paolo, said — ** I am happy, signor, in 
this public oppbftunity of demanding sa> 
tisfaction at your hands, for the injury 
which I have been informed you in pri- 
vate sought to render me, by insidiously 
seeking to discover the secret transactions 
of my family, and exposing them where 
they might mcNst materially injure me, and 
forward the interest of your friend and 
kinsman with this lady," pointing to Cos- 
tanza. 

^ Less intemperate language, count I^u- 
na,*' answered don Paolo, calmly, *^ might 
have suited both yourself and m^ more 
properly than that which you have now 
thought fit to use. I should not think it 
necessary to reply to your attack^ but that 
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baioD'Sdaiito toexpbm mTeondtuct to- 
wards him. I did, signor,* he oontkued, 
addresang Sohnto, ** m short time «^q^ re- 
quest yoa not to precipitite joor cngi^e- 
mrat with count Lona ; my motire ibr so 
doing I did not state at the time, nor £d 
I allege any causey or produce any accu- 
sation against the count himsdf, <Mrany 
one connected with him ; I am. now most 
willing to account ibr this conduct^ and to 
give my reasons fin: acting in the manner I 
have done.'* 

" I require no explanation, signor," said 
Solanto; •• the character of don Paolo Pe- 
rollo stands too high in reputation to make 
me doubt his honour or his judgment." 

" But I am not thus to be evaded !" ex- 
claimed the count, with vehemence, ** and 
again demand an explanation T 

^ For my own sake, I beg I may ex- 
plain the motives which urged me to ad- 
dress you on the subject, baron Solanto,*' 
said don Paolo. ** I had received infor- 

£2 
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tnation from a friend, (;hat a lady nearly 
connected vrith the count was in existence, 
the production of whom would matmsXly 
affect the interest of your daughter and 
yourself; and I was at the tioa^ requested 
to state thus much to your eKcellenza. 
The proofs upon the subject were probable, 
but not decisive, and I was unwilling^un- 
til further information could be laid b^fpre 
you, to pledge myself to any thing wiiich 
could imply dishonourable secrecy in the 
family of count Luna, or hereafter be al** 
together refuted. I therefore contented 
myself with requesting that some delay 
might be made, which would, aifoird time 
for other knowledge to be obtained upon 
this most mysterious subject ; but I nei- 
ther sough); for, the intelligence which was 
given me, or received it through, a dis- 
honourable channel.^ 

" And who is this unknown lady, who 
has risen from the grs^ve to interrupt my 
negQciations with the baron Salanto?" re- 
plied Luna, with insolent qont^mpfc 

*• That, signor," replied don Paolo, " can 



oiily^ be jBbwuiil ly 'dmp izm£»bc¥ nf 



acciuis of tne aiiiffr- 

*^ F^um wIkud £d 'At jsfji'iijgri.np: 
oomey Mid who bat a Tnar^nir* vnnjf ligrg 




IFederioowas abed to 
Facdo pwfveu t e d Tittti : and 13s ikd>er tocj^ 
up the oontesL 

^ If my kmsmazi cam tfanr! Irr aod bear 
your impertmence mitb patience, Sigis- 
mund di L«iiiia, it is mate tban I can doT 
gaiddop Giaeomo, loang his ta ii pe r . 

The haraness tiied to intereede^ and 
SManto requested count Ijuna to lestndn 

^ IlanghaTebaniePeraBcfsiittQlcsieer 
said SigismuBd, fiiiioudy ; * it was hut 
lat^ he passed me t a a du ted in Ae eity 
gate, and all his dissolute fidlo wen did the 
same, imitating the disre^eet their ruffian 
dbief dared to offizr to my superior rank.** 

.^ Mysdf and my attendants^* answeired 
don Giacomo^ ^ shewed all the respect 
which we oonddered due to the illustrtous 
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don Sigismund ; but, for superior rank^ it 
is a point on which I am disposed to yield 
to none in Sdacca; ho, not to count Calta- 
bellotta, Bivonia, Selafani, and Caltaventu- 
ra, who, with all his high pretences, I must 
confess I hold in slight esteem.*' 

^ Don Giacomo Perollo shall soon be 
taught another lesson, and repent this in- 
solence,'' said Luna. 

** It must be some other than a maniac, 
who Shan teach me humiUly and submis- 

don.** 

Solanto exhorted Perollo, and com- 
manded his antagonist to hear him ; the 
baroness added her entreaties, and Costan- 
za, darmed at the increasing violence of 
the parties, endeavoured to exert her in- 
fluence over don Sigismund, whilst Paolo 
Perdk) strove to moderate the anger df his 
kinsman. 

** Is it thus, count Luna," asked Cos- 
tanza, *^ that your promises are kept ? Is 
thb the regard you profess to shew in all 
things to my feelings and my wishes? and 
is such violence intended to disprove the 
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stixry your fiiends have sent abroad re- 
specting this unknown female ?** 

** Torture me not by your reproaches, 
lady Costanza T said Sigismund : ** can I 
calmly listen to the aspersions these ma- 
lignant enemies would cast upon my cha- 
racter? can I endure this insulting abuse? 
and would you persuade me to humble 
myself befiHre these hereditary foes ? bul^ 
above all, am I, without resenting it, to 
8u£fer their interference to delay my hap- 
piness^ or, parhaps, eventually to deprive 
me of that which I value above all things, 
your affection and regard? No, Ferollo," 
he ccmtinued, turning to don Giacomo, 
** the vengeance of Luna and Feralta has 
slept too long ; you have at length awa- 
kened i1^ and the extermination of one or 
both our parties can alone extinguish the 
deadly feud between us," 

** Your most heroic resolutions, signer,** 
said Giacomo, more coolly, ** are doubtless 
formed with infinite wisdom, and will be 
executed with equal valour and judgment 
But we will no longer disturb these ladies 
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by our broils ; when next We meet, illus- 
trious count Luna, you : shall not find Pe- 
roUo wanting in reqiecfeful salutations. 
Forgive me, my friends,", he ^added, ad* 
dressing him^lf to Solanto ttnd his ianoily, 
** for the intemperance into which this en- 
oounter has -betray ed . nbe. . I haV^ scone 
affiurs to arrange, .a league from -henoe, and 
must be in Sciaicca by. a certain hbuf.? 

. He then took his ^lea^i^e, and,, attcmded 
by .his friend^, fmosued bia journey affioo^ 
the roftd, towards (^tabeUot^.to a 
try-seat belpngiijtg ; , to Yifi^ntiD. 
where, he had appointed, to meet, some 
m^ml^rs of bjs family, #nd..hi9.a^»erent4 
Matteo Benf^ri, Gtioyanni di:Ile^o^l&i- 
acomo di Paleripap, and Di V isqo. a Spanidi 
relative of th^ baroness Pa|id<;))fina» 

Don Si^smund remained at the cassino 
a short time after the departure, of PeroUo, 
md entered into a. long and vehefpent jus- 
tification of. hiipselC Costan^a had ivifh^ 
drawn^ bu^ the baroness iiemalned* and 
endeavoured to remove the displeasitie of 
Solanto, and sooth the irritation of Sigb- 
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mund against the family of don Giacotno. 

*• Btowever disposed I might be, sig- 
ner,'' observed the baron, " to forgive your 
indignation at the report to which don 
Paelo aUuded, yet there was nothing in 
hit cotiduict to justify your violence to 
wwd^liim, or your threats of vengeance 
against my friend dbn Giacomo ; and al- 
though I fully exculpate you from the 
suspicion of any dishonourable transaction, 
yet the history of this unknown female 
must be another objection against any eon- 
chisiTe engagements with you, even were 
the great obstacle of temper removed, of 
which, I must say, I now see no hopes.'* 

The prospect of losing Costanza increas- 
ed die tumult in the breast of Luna ; he 
vowed to 8acii6oe to his fury the author 
of sodi an unfounded falsehood, be he 
whom he might ; and, after the most ur- 
gent supplications to Solanto and the ba- 
loness, to judge his conduct more lenient- 
ly, and to intercede with their daughter, 
he hastily took his leaye, and mountings 

£8 
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his horse, returned, with all speed, to Lu- 
na Castle, to endeavour instantly to un- 
fi^d the history of this secret female, and 
to prove its total want of foundation. 

Impatiently he sought the apartment of 
his mother, with whom he found her kins- 
man, Marco Luchese, and, without preface 
CNT hesitation, declared that the information 
he had received, respecting the private in- 
quiries made by Paolo PeroUo, was true- 
that he confessed to have listened to some 
secret spy — that he had reported his opi- 
nion to Solanto— delayed the completion 
of his engagement with Costanza — and, fi* 
nally, attempted to justify himself, by al- 
leging in excuse that he had heard of the 
existence of some lady, nearly connected 
with the house of Luna, whose life or 
^th would materially affect the interest 
of Ihe future countess. 

An exclamation of horror and surprise 
from his mother arrested the voice of Lu- 
na. — ** Is it thqs the villain Delia Bardia 
seeks his revenge?'' she exclaimed, and en- 
deavoured to escape from the room. 
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Luim caught har arm, and fimUy de- 
taining her, demanded, in a voice scaroeiy 
audible fiom agitation—^ Has Xucreda 
risen fiom her grave?" 

With a look of guilty terror the coun- 
tess inquired his meaning. 

^ To whom should the report allude, 
but to her ?" replied Luna. 

His modier percdved the cfirection of 
his thoughts, and instantly recovered her 
self-possession — ** It is all an invention of 
the Ferollo, to destroy the confidence of 
Solanto, to l»eak his engagement with you, 
and to secure his daughter to the son of 
Giacomo." 

The sudden change in the manner of his 
mother struck Sigismimd with suspidcHi. 
— ^ There must have been some ground 
fin- the tale,** he said; ** I would not credit 
the oaths ci all the rest of thdr united 
party; but the word of don Paolo, and his 
general diaracter, thou^ he bears the 
name of PeroUo, persuade me that we have 
seme traitm* in our confidence^ who has 
given riae to the report, though fi!om what 



Drik BardH d^ if sii^aoua of iiia faitk" 
The countess seemed t^gam thrown ti^ 
her guard ibr: ^instant, artd:s4ia— " I 
have no trust in Accural d* Aniato, -when 
his interest, or his tnafignity may tempt h im 
to betray his friends,'"- 
" ** -The baron d^lk Bardia,'' answered Sl- 
giisiiiundv^^ has' ever been' a firm .and zeal- 
oun partajBan^' sincerely attached to our 
causey what * shduM induce him to ih vebt 
thifi;feble9V 

^ I did not mean/' replied the countess, 
hesitating, " to accuse him, or any of oiir 
friends, of that "which hats its origin only 
in F^oUo.; I was alluding tdxither events, 
factiween myself and Delia Bardia, with 
which, no. one else has any concern. I 
doubt not but this report may &oon 'be 
traced, and proviBd to have originated in 
Paolo. himself, though you seem iso well- 
disposed to exonelrate-iuip from the chaige, 
and iik it on )^^:nlr friemls; The deepest 
^njury thesb deadly .foea cant do, will be to 
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SOW suspicion in you» my son, against our 
nearest kinsmen Imd connexions ; I would 
advise you instantly to follow Adriano, 
who cannot be &:r upoli the road ; bring 
him back to Sciacca, and be guided by his 
advice." 

*' Has Adriano departed ?** asked Sigis- 
mund. 

^^ Almost an hour ago," said Luchese, 
and • offiHPed 4)6: attend the count, if he 
wished tb overtake him. ' 

Tbe^'t^u^tess; anxious to get rid of the 
discmiSn; ^d to have some dme for re- 
flection tm her own best method of pro- 
oeedlhg, U'rgefd her soii to seek PeraTta in- 
stantly. ' 

Attended by Ijtichese and two dom^ 
tics, heitmnef^ately irc^e from the caisftfe, 
leaviki^ the city by th6 Porika degli Bag- 
nL When hear the donvefnt of San Pran- 
dseo, without th^ Viriatls, th6y encountered 
the returning party of PeroUo. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Oby wite was the fouixler, aosl weU said he. 
Where there are wome;i, mischief mast be. 

Queen's Wake. 

Reoogkisiko^ Instantly the party of Pe- 
rollo^ LiUW spurred his horse to its utmost 
speedy ^idearouring to ride violently 
tiymigfa ^ crowd around don Giaoomo, 
who eydaimed loudly to his attendants— 
'^ 9ere is this illustrious personage again ; 
let us watch his motions, and salute him 
as he desires, and his great worth de- 
nottids :*" and immediately turning his 
horse, he rode back with all his band. 

At the distance of a bowshot he halted 
on Ite little plain bdiind the church of 
St Barnabas, and ordered sudi of his men 
as had fire-arms with them to discharge 
them in the air ; and as Luchese and the 
servants of don Sig^mund passed, the ad- 
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herents of dan Giaoomo punued them by 
the most insulting shouts and cries. 

Liuna, furious at this outrage, halted an 
instant, and, with a tremendous oath, vow* 
ed, in the destruction of all PeroUo's name^ 
to raise an eternal monument to his re- 
venge, and then took the road to Bivoma, 
without addressing a word to his oompa- 
nions, and apparently forgetful of the ori- 
ginal intention with which he had set out. 

*^ I hope we have now saluted the most 
noble count with all the distinction he de« 
sires,** said the baron, as, with his party; he 
retook the road to Sdacca. ** Paolo^ you 
look grave ; was it not right to pay the 
deference that sweet youth demands to his 
pre-eminent greatness ?** 

** I cannot help wishing,** said don Pao> 
la, ^ that your exceUenza treated that un- 
haippy temper of count Luna with the 
compassion it deserves, or, at least, that 
you had not given it the consequence of 
sneh notice as that which has just passed.** 

** Why, Paolo, would you have me sub* 
-rait to be braved and d^ed by a Luna--* 
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hgntfae^iie^editaiy fee lof ixiy' ftixttly ? land 
besides, .tUsre- was 'soniethiii^ #o dd%ht- 
fiiH^^'Bibsurd in. a mm, in attran^xirt of 
jefliiRis ikige abbut his mistbress» going out 
of ins iwk^^. to quah'ei witii^ide iihoat a sa- 
lute^cin Jast wedcan tite cifejp gate ; surely 
it 'mw\0^ to indtil^ the ybimg gentie- 
mim.ioiTfais love of such eeraeaohies." 
'STitothfeisaLuni, and thai the Iiii- 

« 

naa iand FeroUofi ;were foes, is: just what 
I mih yoU'trdfidd forget," said doil Pao- 
loi* ^ itappeus <o vAt JliheBiost unreason* 
aUe jl^mg iA the lyorld, . 4^t bedause. oni^ 
gceat-^andfathera q^^urdlbd, we should 
be ccmdemned to perpetual efnaiiy t6 a 
person of don Sigismund'« dispoisition ;i my 
interference (t^hich has doubtless been re* 
pre^i^nted to him under every fibe and 
aggratvitting form) could hardly fiul to beir- 
ritdliilg; but^as I do believe him generous . 
and sincere, whjon he had discov^^ed the 
thitii.(iof whicdi I belii^ve him now com- 
pldbdy ignorant), it is most likely he 
would himself have repented his intern^ 
peranoe/' 



''FerhapBJie ipi^lv'^ s^id Pandblfiila ; 
*" but Iierafess. ii^ ^p^uTsnto jiii^;fi!iU< as 
likdy that he wqsaiA not^ and^ incthe inean 
time, I GariQotiia^.^ hare ^y inclinktion 
to be subject to bH mseimice ; he is jn^ 
the most , dis^giieeflfbte:. feUorw I : evei: met 
with, and certainly I ishduld;feel no ofageo- 
tioD to the.task 6£.ccufFec*m^ him; his 
tempar is vely uofprtutiate pei:hap$» and 
the sQQUer he getsia new cme.tiieibetter.; 
I have no patience with such violent bl^b- 
headed fo€d^> Mgbfh pi^eciaely be&9^6;they 
cwnpt :)£e$p J^eir. QHviit^pens^ :oii;:«d^ 
not.jjtbiqk it jyQrtb. while. tO try* imi^oie 
ey^fyc (ftie eke inust itehfnit Iq thehr fail* 

*^ J £?^ ymtf d^re t)fjrtfttMbptiDg].4HS 
corre^n TvilJ; 9Ptll«ag fte^^nfte^c^y-cteff 
an*W««4 dojR; S<K>iA JiJw i*i*»i%. tk^ 
quarr^.viU npJ^pn^hefSija^ i|f itfili^t* 
ed onjy ourselves*, as it <WQu}<il p6rJtepi|/gi»^ 
us the satisfaction of ri.d^g ithe is^ty/df 
Adrii^Oj X)eUft S^^di^2^d}aJfew m0re of 
the party » I am pot sure I ahould J^gtrtiit 
But it will involye much dostreis to tnany 
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who have only to obey, and can derive 
but litde advantage fiom our contest." 

<< Those you mention, who have only 
to obey, are the very people who aii^ most 
fond of the amusement of fighting," said 
don Giaoomo ; ^ but do tell me, Pignatel- 
li, what you think of it?" 

** Why I am afiraid," answered Gaetano, 
** that don Paolo is right in his argument; 
but I should certainly have acted like your 
escellenza.'' 

^ Oh, Paolo always ends par avoir rau 
son,^ said the baron; '' and if he oould 
persuade us all to be as rational and as good 
as himself, I should not despair of seeing 
that old demcm the countess, in Spanish 
costume, bearing to the font some infant 
heir oi a PeroUo, or honouring me with 
private conferences, as she does Delia Bar- 
dia ; but sonce that will not be easily ac- 
complished, we must }»epare, I fear, for a 
few broken heads.'' 

, ** I should hardly have thought it pos- 
siUe^** said Paolo, ^ to have wished your 
temper other than it is, my kinsman ; but 
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indeed you are more wrmg fhui will be 
seen at present ; the best advantage to be 
drawn firom good temper is not to be ruf- 
fled by the bad ; if you were fike ooont 
Luna, you oould but be provoked to hos- 
tility by his foUy ; why will you not treat 
such childish violaioe as it deserves^ and 
leave it to its own insignificance?" 

^ Let me but teach him alittle dvility, 
and I will then leave him to your mode^ 
ration." 

^ Would you then conunenoe qpenwar 
against this misguided young man?* 

^ No, Paolo, he wiH, I believe, save me 
the trouble ; why, if you were not known 
for the bravest of the brave, I should sus- 
pect you loved not danger, so wamily do 
you plead for peace." 

** I had almost rather be branded for a 
coward, than involve Sdacca in a new feud 
of Luna and Perollo," smd Ptolo, as they 
entered the gates of the Casa di PeioUo. 

Count Sigismund preserved the strictest 
dlenoe during the whole of lus journey to 
Livonia, as if brooding over the vengeanee 
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he had threatened, aod an wiUing to aUow 
uiy cause whatever to divert lus mind 
fix>in the one great,#nd he had in view, the 
destruction of EeroUo. : 

On arriving at bis castle, he heeded not 
the attenticms of those abciut him,r]^fiised 
all refreshment, and, oflPering a sHght ex- 
cuse to Marco IJuqhese,: retired to 'a pri- 
vate apartment, where he passed the whole 
n%fat ia writing to all the connexions of 
his house, to his own personal frierids» and 
to every^ one. over whom he possessed 'ei- 
ther ittflueDCOiCH' power, requiring them 
to join^ him Instantly at Bivonia, for the 
pmtpQse of consulting upon business of the 
utxnOA. iiaportanoe, and to fadng with 
flieni aH their vassals and retainers ; and 
by daybreak messengers were sent off in 
all directions with his letters. 
: Wiljain the caisde all was Inistle and 
]^:^antioh for the reception of tiie ex* 
pectedi gdast^ and Sigismund^ in the hitr* 
ry aad^itault of external objects, and the 
&U employment of his time and thoughts, 
siideaviottx^ to find some rei^ite fix)m the 



LUKA AND ITEBOLLO. 99 

oonflicting passions, which agitated Uf 
mind. 

In the first burst of fiiry at the insult he 
had received, every other idea had been 
overpowered; Costanza even had been finv 
gotten ; and when the rememfaranee of his 
love letumed, it caine mingled with did 
leoolleetion of the varioas incidents in 
which his enemies had crossed him. 

The affidr of Serican had given a bias to 
the mind of Solanto in &vour of Perollo. 
The services of Federico had previously 
made an imprqssion^ ont the mind of Cos* 
tanza, whidi had been idiproved by dr^ 
cumstances ; whilst untoward accidents 
had ^bewn forth* his own temper in its 
most unprepossessing form. Theintiinaqr 
of the baroness Pandolfina with the mother 
df bis int0{ided bride, and the interferenee 
of Paolo Perollo/ aU tended to confirm his 
jealouay, and, to impel him forwards in 
seeking thi destruction of his foes. 

Anxiously he awaited the arrival of his 
fiiendfly more particularly that of Adriano, 
on whom he depended, to deidse aooae 
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plan by which his marriage with Costanza 
might be secured. 

The summons of their chieftain was 
obeyed with alacrity by all the adherents 
(^ his house. In the course of a few days, 
a numerous band of nobles and their re- 
tainers were assembled at Bivonia; a- 
mongst whom were Pietro Gilberto, a Pa- 
lermitan cavalier, and M ichele Pugiades, 
a newly-dedared enemy of PeroUo. 

All the men of Bivonia, and the sur- 
rounding country, and from every part of 
the domains of count Luna, were collected 
with the greatest expedition. Accursi 
d'Amato obeyed the call, and brought 
with him the Greek count Giorgio, who 
was immediately engaged as a stipendiary 
with many of his countrymen and follow- 
ers, men of evil life, and despisers of every 
danger. Of these Greeks there were at 
that time considerable numbers scattered 
over the island, and distinguished for acts 
of cruelty and revenge. 

Having assembled nearly four hundred 
men, don Sigismund communicated to the 
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chiefe the purpose he had in hand ; and, 
finding them all zealous in his cause, select- 
ed those on whose judgment l^e could best 
rely to advise with <m tbe conduct of his 
designs. 

To them count Luna painted his grie- 
vances, with all the aggravation which long- 
cherished hatred, jealousy, and a sense of 
recent injury and insult, could give ; and 
pleaded, witli all the animation these in- 
citements must necessarily inspire, and at 
the same time pleaded to an audience in-i 
stigated by similar feelings, and whose 
swords were always ready to start from 
their scabbards at the command of their 
chieftains. One heart and one mind ap- 
peared to animate the whole body, and 
with enthusiasm they entered into his 
measures. 

The dark visage of Accursi d'Amato 
was rendered more terrific by his smile of 
anticipated vengeance; and perhaps, for 
the first time, the countenance of Adriano 
exhibited th^ real feelings of his heart, as, 
withalook of triumphant malignity, he 
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suni^yed the powei^ asseistbled td crush 
the objects of his' ttittei^est hstti^ ' kvA de- 
testation. '•' ■ '- ''-''- J'*' :'^ "^ •^''' ' 

:T6i dkdde upon the surest method of at- 
taining their end, was a work of tirae* mA 
called fi>rth all their energi^. Bo^Hul ias 
they w^re In nuihbens, AdAkno fifdfhted out 
the hopelm ohanp&of cr^ ttr^riiu^; Whi^ 
don Sigismunfd impetuously de¥)nfti^ded^ to a 
city populous as8dfitticd;wii)> th^tHultitude 
in favour X)f^theif:^myi itifWy^rf the prin- 
cipal iiifaabitants; net W ber 'depended upon, 
and others^ dedili^y'fri^efiMfly to.Perdlo/ 

*^ It v^biildi?^ tirged Adri^ito, ^* be an'&ct 
of niadnedS'>tO' attadk the eastle of don 
;6iacom6/' the wall and toitrers of which 
had beeii so latbly strengthened and ie> 
paired i< they had 'th^ command of no ar- 
tillery, whilst PeroUo had seven pieces erf 
con^erable weight, hia walls Were well 
manned, his arthoiiry well furnished, ^nd he 
himsdf, witl} all. his crimes and tyranny, 
had ever home the repiifktioifi of ^a wise 
and brave bomnmfidiBr. ' Nor^w^ite the 
strength iwpid: talbifl^aof his 'kinsxfien ddd 



iidherents to be Torgotten anfl "^les^ned. - 
By aflvanctng openly, an3 yflfh hstMvsfs 
displlayed, it wouW appear as if fhey -were 
risen in declared rebellion agam^^theem- 
peror 'HimseH; and thus excite 'the country 
m general against them, end place '(heir 
fives and property in jeopardy %eretfAei^; . 

'^ And what then ar^ the ttemporidftig 
plans of Geroiiimo Patdta r asked iMfki 
iterflia, -with a k>dk of (fontetofft r^ %y 
what crooked paths of policy does he 'in- 
tend to lead us on to victory and venge- 
ance ? Is a forceof four hundred gallaitt 
men to be wasted in devising kcKemesdf 
individual assassination? Count Luna, 
you have now the urtited powers df your 
friends and family obedient to your com- 
mand ; with one heart they have vowed 'to 
redress your wrongs — with one voice tihey 
call for the total extarmination t>f our mu- 
tual enemies ; and if but one individual of 
Perollo*8 accursed race shall escape, this 
tyranny will hereafter be again revived, 
and our posterity will crouch beneath' the 

TOL. m. p 
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yci^erffoni whieh we may deliver them. 
I:«et -us draw our toils around their den, 
noir let one thought of mercy be porndtted 
to any squI connected with FerG^o.^ 
«. f ' No . one,** said Calogero Calandrino» 
.^* can> I think, accuse me of supporting 
plana of needless caution, or of charity to- 
wards the party of FeroUo ; but I must 
tiupk,: lyith the baron Adriano, that our 
foroes are too weak to cope with the un- 
divided power dT don Giacomo; if he can 
himself be. surprised and slain, the residue 
woifld fall ^ easy t»nquest Let then a 
nuxqber pf our men be selected for his de« 
struption«*-let them be received and se- 
cretly kept in Sciacca* till an occasion offers 
when, they may ru^ out and crush the 
insolent oppressor, surround his walls, ad- 
mit into the dty the remainder of our 
troops, and finally complete our glorious 
triumph of revenge and justice." 

Th^ opinion of Calandrino met with al- 
most universal approbation. Sigismund 
and Delia Bardia at length acceded to it,' 
and the assembly proceeded to deliberate 
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on the «urest way of putting their designs 
in practice. Finally it was determined to 
select an hundred of their boldest men, 
who we/3 to be conveyed into the city 
during the night, and await an opportu- 
nity when FeroUo should leave his castle ; 
and, by a sudden assault, they then hoped 
to compass his destruction, after which 
they might proceed a3 circumstances should 
dictate. Tbe first difficulty to be sur- 
mounted was the conveying so large a 
body of persons into the town uimoticed. 
The gates being regularly closed at night, 
made this more difficult; but it was at 
length proposed that they should enter 
by means of a lower window in the house 
of Pietro' Infontanetta, which, as adjoin- 
ing the exterior wall of the city, in a situa- 
tion little exposed to public notice, could 
afford the surest and most private ingress 
to any number of men, and at any hour of 
the night. 

The impatience oif don Sigismund urged 
the immediate execution of their enter- 
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prise; but Adriano, Fugiades, and one or 
two of the more cautious leaders^ demand- 
'ed a few hours preparation and reflection, 
that every thing might be better arranged 
find considered, and no oversight destroy 
their hopes at the time of action. Tbe-de- 
lay was not obtained without much de- 
bate find opposition from the more impe^ 
tuous members of the confederacy, and 
only upon an assurance that the scheme 
should be put in practice on the second 
night. 

As the party separated, Sigismund took 
an opportunity to desire Adriano private- 
ly to follow him to his own apartment, as 
soon as he could escape from general obser- 
vation. 

A long interview took place between 
the count and his confidential friend, which 
continued during great part of the night ; 
and at daybreak Adriano left the castle, 
attended by ten of his followers ; and to 
all inquiries after him the next day, Sigis- 
mund replied, that the baron, having some 
affairs of importance to transact, had de- 
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parted for a few hours> but would proba* 
bly return to partake in tbe expedition on 
the ensuing night 

During the morning after tbis secret 
journey of Peralta, Si^sarand encounter^ 
ed Delia Bardia on the ramparts of the cas- 
tle; and entering into conversation witb 
liim on the subject of their approaching 
enterprise, observed, that it did not appear 
that many of their party concurred with 
him in considering it of consequence ta 
destroy other of their enemies besides 
Pandel&ia himself^'' Yet^" added Luna^ 
'' I feel aa deeply injured by the treache* 
ry of the son^ in endeavouring to alienate 
the affections of my betrothed wife, as by 
the insults of the father, or the imperti- 
nent interference and unfounded accusa- 
tion of their kinsman don Paolo, who 
pretends to have had information of the 
existence of some female connexion of 
mine, which may be an obstacle to my in- 
tended aUianee." 

"* Indeed r said Delia Bardia, looking 
surprised. '' To whom could he allude ?" 
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' Sigismund fixed his eyes steadily on 
Accursi — ^•*Can it be possible that my sus- 
picions are well founded,*' he said, •* and 
that my mother^s mysterious allusion had 
any foundation ?" 

* •* If your excellenza derived any knoxr- 
ledge from the countess Caltabellotta, it is 
probably correct,''^ coldly replied Delia Bar- 
dia. 

•* My mother hinted at some transac- 
tion in which you yourself were concern- 
id, signor.** 

** Speak out, count Sigismund di Luna ; 
I am prepared to meet your questions^ 
nor shall I refuse to answer them*** 

*• Your vehemence, Delia Bardia, has 
i-endered you forgetful where you are. If 
you have any information to communicate^ 
let us retire to a more private spot ; we 
are here exposed to all the vassals who 
crowd the courts below." 

** It matters not," answered Accursi; 
•* it will not long be a secret that Francisca 
di Luna is restored again, and claims her 

Htural rights." 
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^1" know not,^ snd SigisKwud, ** who 
this same lady is; but be she who sh^. 
mayt we need not subject her. history or 
her claims to the discu^on q£ our yassals f 
nor can I easily forgive those who,pr€;^nd 
to be my friendsi and have ex]X)$ed me to 
the sus{^kaoM erf* the baron Sola^to, the 
insinuations of Paolo I^eroUo» and to the 
aippeemnce. 1^ having, acted- with disho- 
nour find duplicity* Let us retire^ and in 
a n¥Mre convenient place inform me of the 
particulars of this mysterious affair.'^ 

^ There is no occasion for retireipenty. 
don Sigismund ; the bri^e of Delia Bwdia, 
and the dster of cpunt Lui^, hM be^n 
too long concealed from the knowle^g^.p^ 
the world," . 

. Sigismund stood in mute an^^zement 
— ^ You must have been imposfd upon, 
barone della Bardia; my father had no 
duld bi|t me, save cne who died in xur 
&ncy.- , . .; . 

** Your excellenza has been jni^lnforo)* 
ed. The baroness ddia Bardia was s^ort- 
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^ dead, andsrhee tfiat time residiMl wfth 
tbenlnris of' Saitta Gatewna.*' 

*'' My mother's evidence will soon con* 
Arte this fbdlSsh Mstory," ebserted dm 
Sighmiind; 

' '*'The eouirt^s dkres noC^ cannot, dMs: 
not, disown hter daughter, the hAy FraiK 
cisca di Eiin*v^' said Aceutsi. 

Again dbii digismuiidpaused.-.^81fMld 
fhisr ihipirobabV^ tale-," be said ad last, ^'}» 
frae, wtfo^ has dared to give* i^ dliuglMer of 
our honae" let marriage: mfllout the woaatt 
€ili^ Kigh r«latiffe»r 
' ^Tbeeottftte^^^CaftabellbMtf kM HuttSt 
iky uhiH^ husband tbf her chM, 1 timat^ in 
h^rlctnsnian Acrarsi d'Afflato^; andbeahe 
finally acknowledged or not by her neaiM- 
connexions, we have eridence sufBdentto 
cotnpel tirem not to withhoKf her rights.** 

•* Dcf ytm threaten me with this impw- 
ture, signw? Hare you yet to leam 
that Luna is not to be acted upon by iiw 
sblence 6r terror ?* 

^ Keither ha9 arrogaho^i ^ afl^tCed iiu 
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oedulity, yet influenced Delb Bardia. I 
have iK> desire, dan Sigisawnd, to. expose^ 
your mother's deeds of unnatural cruelty 
towards her helpless child, nor to be at va- 
riance with yoursdf ; it was not my in^ 
tention to have made this disclosure until 
after your nuptials with Solanto*s daugh- 
ter ; your own curiocity has drawn it fromr 
me, and with yourself it remains to make 
it public, or still to conceal it till that event 
basr taken i^ce ;, until when, I am willing 
to allow our claims to continue dormant'* 
" I wish, signor d'Amato, to take no- 
undue advantage of the baron Solanto,. 
and to shew the world, that Sigismund di 
Lona is clear from the imputation cast 
upon. him-,, but whilst the present import- 
ant affair is pending, it will be impossible 
for me to attend to any other. As soon- 
as leisure is afibrded me, I shall he happy 
to investigate the lady's claims; and* if 
substantiated, gladly receive her as my 
sister. Had thifr informationoome in anyr 
other manner^ or through any other dian«% 
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nel than aPerollo, I should have welcom- 
ed it more cheerftilly ; hut I cannot now 
deny the justice of their accusation, and 
may find it difficult to clear myself ftom 
the suspicion of heing accessary to the con- 
cealment'* 

" Your excellenza can arrange that as 
hest pleases you,'* said Accursi ; •* it will 
he a matter of little import when you have 
secured the lady arid her dower." 

Don Sigismund was going to reply, not 
in the gentlest manner, to this cavalier 
mode €^ treating his character ; hut Delia 
Bardia interrupted him, hy requesting 
permission to bring a prisoner to Bivonia^ 
whose life and safety, he said, were of ma- 
' terial consequence to him ; and as during 
the approaching hostilities be should be 
absent from his own castle, his captive 
would be more secure at Bivonia, where a 
garf'isQn was always kept, than elsewhere. 
T^ie count gave the permission, without 
troubling himself to make any inquiries^ 
Mid left his Qompanion to himself. 

A few days after the scene of alterca- 
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tk» between don Sigisipiaid and Ferallo 
at the GBssinOi the family of Sqlanto. ware- 
thrown into ftttonishment by the arrival 
of the countess Caltabellotta, attired in a. 
state dress, which she had worn fifty years 
before at Palermo^ attended by her awk- 
ward domestics, and endeavfHiring to imi* 
tate the el^ance and splendour of the ba» 
loness Pandolfina* Her arrival was an- 
nounced some minutea before she u^e 
her eQtranoe, and she appeared to be stU'- 
dying the means of making her d%nity 
most conspicuous. She was received with 
easy and respectful attention by the baro* 
ness, and with reserve by Costanza. 

** Count Luna/* the lady began, ** has 
commissioned me to ofiPer his excuses to 
the signora di Solanto for his invcduntary 
*v absence. Unexpected business has called 
him over to Bivonia, which may detain 
him there for several days/* 

Costanza bowed,, but expressed no re- 
gret at his absence ; her moth^ liowever 
endeavoured, by every means in her power,, 
to conciliate her guests but apparently in 



lady recefvetf fiitfrtdf an<f her ittfielBgence, 

pf<>(fticeifir c4<ni<f of ffl-haimjun whfcfi iw^ 
lAfng sreettred likefy to <£^pate. With 
l!he dfelW^ ofter embassy, tRe eoftversa- 
tiotif of the cotmtess wae^ e^haiisted ; but 
^e cioti^deredi ittt$ a matter of etiquette 
€6 tmike her vi«ft oC a eettsitt length; Af^ 
t^ soM(^ tfrne she agion a^dressedCbstanza' 
—^Vpott flie return of don Sfgfsmund to 
Scfetcdar," she said^ ** softie fime t<rill, I sup- 
po^se; be? fix^ for the ftilffln?*ent of your 
rtrg%enirertt, rfgnora?^ 

•* My destmy, madam,'' replied' Cos- 
stanza, * fs, in this instance, in my fathert 
hantf s ; count Luna'a vfolencei* little likely 
to- make nie anxious Ibr any such period.'' 

•* There are few young fenwles, signora, 
in Sicily,* said theeMer lady, " who would 
not appreciate the merits of itty son, and 
the honour of his alliance, at a sufflciently- 
higlrrate ta overfook any Httle efflisiottarof 
veliemencr which his warm and generous 
tiemper sometimes involves him in." 

" The 9ic3ian ilamsels, ^id partieaktrly 
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those m Seiacca, possess^ I i<mht not, si\ 
the meekness and patience of their mo- 
thers," said Costanza ; " but I am unfer- 
tunately not gifted with tiie gentle spirit 
of the baroness Solanto;"* 

Tte countess shewed symptoms of an- 
ger and irapatrence;. bnt repressing them, 
answered — ** Sfgismimd's love, signora,. ia 
ardent and itnpetuotts ; but your inffuenee 
over him, in every iui^taftce, will shew itself, 
when sdl causes for jealousy and fear are* 
at an end.'* 

•* Your excenen2a is argnittg,''' replied 
Costanza^ •• as if every hilpediment to 
this union were obviated; whereas the con- 
duct of count Luna, during the last inter- 
view with which he honoured our family,, 
was sueh as would have made me refuse 
him even at the altar; and I beg once 
agam to state, thM t emaider myself as 
under no obligation to fulfil the treaty 
whi^ was begun befoie our aisival here ; 
and that I should expect my future days to 
pass more peaeeafafy in any way, than as 
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united with the hwi of a fiustion^ so vio- 
lent as that with which count Luna i» 
connected,** 

** It is well the heron Solanto possesses* 
an authority over this high spirit, lady." 

*' In that I perfectly agree with your 
exceHenza/' answered Costanza ; *' and so 
gently does be use it^ that I should be un- 
willing to exchange it, were the diq)osi- 
tions of my future connexions more iiu 
viting, and bad no other lady claims upoa 
don Sigismund;' 

** I am ignorant of your allusion, sig* 
nora,"* said the countess, looking pale. 

The baroness prevented her daughter's^ 
reply, by mentioning that she had heard 
some mysterious history, which, she doubt- 
ed not, count Luna would easjly explain 
when next they met 

^ Some malignant invention of PeEoUo, 
I presume.^ 

** Don Paolo Ferollo,!' interrupted Cos^ 
tanaa, ^* has never been accused, by eavy 
itself of fidsehood w malignity." 
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^ The detested race are all alike,"* said 
the lady, fuiJonriy» as the countess Sam^ 
buca entered the room. 

Without perceiving all the party pre-^^ 
sent, with a silent salutation to the baitv 
ness, she rushed up to Cbstanza, and em- 
braced her, with every symptom of the 
moat violent afiection— -'^ My dear cre^* 
ture r said she, *^ allow rae to eongiatu- 
late you on your del%htful escape i I 
Iiave been enchnnted ever since I heard 
this exquisite story ; it Is, to be sure, very 
dreadful ; but you must be most happy at 
its termination." 

•* Allow me to introduce you to the 
countess Caltabellotta/' readied Costanza. 

The lady looked round surprised ; and 
seeing the countess, was sileat for a few 
m«nents. The mother of Sigismundy 
however, affected not ta pereeive the ku 
truder, who resumed ber conversation in 
an nnder^tone^ 

^ I was in hopes, my dear friend," she 
said, ** of not finding any of your old 
iover*8 family at thecassino, and of bear* 



ing mow of tbia divine history. Iw&hl 
dmast gpeak to t^t old wretdi, «id ask 
her a few questioin. She looks dread- 
fbli^ grim ; but I cannot restram my cu- 
riofflty;'' and,, in rather a faltering tone, 
tiie comitess &aaibnea began^^^^ You real- 
fy must excuse m^ my dear madam, but I 
am so interested in the affair, that I can- 
not help applying to you {or information. 
•-*^Wm you tell me some of the dreadful 
particulars ?" 

The countess Caltabellotta, between an* 
ger and surprise, was perfectly mute; and 
the inquirer, taking her silence as pcrmis* 
ston to proceed, continued— -** It certainly 
must be a rery unpleasant circumstance to 
your family, signora ; but as it is now so 
generally known, and. all the facts so dear* 
ly established, there can be no. longar any 
use in secrecy. When Laura Ben&ri first 
told me that the lady Lueretia waa alive 
again, I assure you I said directly — * Ma- 
dama di Trapani ! What a hcrror for the 
poor countess Cdltabellotta !* But really, 
wh^i I beard that she had liTed! privately 



all tins titte with tiwt ftight the bwane 
deUfii Bflffdi^.I wM' so sbeeked ^ h«r orai^ 
ducf^ that I eiraor j^cd b«r huslmid. I. 
do mVher scandldv and: ihmk ife tibts woefc 
doeadftil tUog ini tha wcMdd; but . wheifc 
one faeara of sueb interesting^ evegto^. one. 
caanofe help Ustemng;. 1 4§9et saj^ don Si- 
gismaiid. wont her able tq g«l; a di«voiee^ 
ftir Uw popewiU Bofc lilitf to^ ox|^me lua 

tanza will be free, anil many w}^ oouwit 
FodsriDo^aa I toldi aigMr HgMlkdK wten 

ThehnoMttfaaA;hcMib a» aitownhywl aft 
ibe bqginnhig of this hataagui^ thati she 
had kflk her praseiuaarof Bwid|,.aiHl had na^ 
atbempted to intenruptit ; but both Co&* 
tanza andhenslf heaoBQaai; alarms attha 
eooofie^iicfica&u ^laptcd fchemsalyea hj pro- 
testhqr sfgaMflt the ahai^sdity of! her inform 
; CdstaMa Uitshfed. deeply at the 
itii» of Fadevicoi^ q[nd the alhuion ta 
the conversation at the Casa d& FevoUoM 

^ Pot; hbdieC and thft eeiwtws Calta- 
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bellotta, pal^ witih rage, ^ let tbis candid 
and tnost amusing personage pnxseed ; she 
diay elucidate several mysteries with which 
weareunacquainfed* Probably,'' she con- 
tfaiued» **the signora di Sambiica is an 
Emissary from this honouraMe lover ; let 
me be no faitemiption to your proceed* 
ings, madame; I am about to depart ; but 
first, you must let me express my tbanks 
for your avowal of the connexion between 
this lady and Perono." 

^ I deciwe I had no idea she was so 
agreeable,'' said the countess Sambuca; ^ I 
had always been UM shewas the mos t ■ ' ^ 
' ^ I must request, signoia," said Cos- 
tanza, ^ that you will, for my sake^ ex- 
plain the subject which the countess CaU 
tabellotta appeaxs to misimdersland/' 

** ReaHy, my dear creature^ I oamxyt ex- 
plain it," she answered. '* You know it 
has been repor ted that the lady Lucretia 
was spirited away," with a significant nod 
at ^be countess. 

<< Silence, fboir exdaimed the lady» 
shaking 



wii 1^^ I I 



LUMA AKD YBMLLa US 

mie ooontess Samliaca screamed at tiie 
v^emenoe of her tone and gesture. 

^ I must dern^* said Costann, graire* 
ly, uid with firamess, « that the agnoni 
be aOowed to exphin her insinuation about 
signor Perolia* 

Poor madame Sambnca was, however, 
terrified into silence, and seemed only anx« 
ious how to escape from the presence of 
the enraged countess Caltabellotta. 

^ Nothing more is necessary on the sub* 
ject,** said the ktter ; ^ every one will now 
be convinced of the treachery with which 
don Sigismund has been treated.** 

The baroness Solanto pmnted out the 
justice of hearing her daughter's explana^ 
tion. 

^ The first time,** said Costanza, " I 
met this lady at the Casa dl Perollo, she 
certainly expressed a wish that my en- 
gagement with count Luna oould be trans- 
ferred to her kinsman ; but it was M&dp I 
then consideredt in the same unthinking 
way in which she has now repeated It 
This, rignora di Sambucayiip I befieve^ 



the tcue biatory of all your oonvetsalion 
on the subject" 

'' Really^ my deac creatuve, I dare aay 
it is ; but pmy take me away from, that 
dreadful })erson ; I am so terrified, I shall 
not be able to speak for a montb.^ 

** Your acoounty sig^ora, di Solanto^'' 
said, the countess Caltabellotta» " has un- 
fi>rtunately so many circumstanees to* oon* 
tradict it» that it ean scarcely be believed*'" 

'^ Whea I condescesaded to explam the 
thoughtless expressiona of this lady«^' said 
Coaiaii^ with calm d^iilgr.. ''it war 
done to vindicate my ornn conduct^ and 
to inform n»y mother of theu? meaning. I 
weig^ too Ughtly the opinioa of your- ex- 
cellenza» to have entered into any explft- 
na*ion oa yomr aceouii V* 

** What a delightful spirit!*' whispered 
the eoontesfr Sambuca to the baroness; 
'^ I would not i^jieak i^ain t<^ the cross old 
oreatitfe for the universe.*' 

*' I must request^ aig^ra,. that you will 
hove the goodnesa to oeoifirm or contra- 

wVVMP miW% ^^^^••flHBPWlBr^^ ^#lifc ^h^%^lv vV%aA 4^||pi99^ 
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"My dear maflam,*' she repliefl, still 
in an nnder-tone, *• I never contradict 
any body tmt my -husband ; I would riot, 
I am sure, oppose *that lady, though what 
dorma Costanza says is pcfrfbctly true.** 

^ Be so good, countess CaltebeHctta, 
" as to hear this lady's acknowledgment,** 
said the baroness. 

** Addio,** said tlie signora di fiambuca, 
making to the door. 

The commatnds and entreaties of Cos- 
stanza and her mdther were in vain ; she 
Iiastity withdrew, and the motber of count 
LiUna looked with a sarcastic smile to the 
parties remaining. 

** My assertions want not further proof 
witb you, my mother, I trust,** said Cos- 
tanza. 

^ No, my child ; nor will they with any 
who knows and can appreciate you as you 
deserve.** 

*• Your friend, signora,** said the coun« 
tess» '' seemed unwilling ' to confirm the 
statement you Touchsafed to give; don 
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Sigismixnd will have no small right to 
demand a more explicit sati^ction." 

" Don Sigismund can have no right over 
my conduct, madame. The accusation 
under which he himself now lies, is such 
as demands, the fullest explanation. If 
my &ther has been insulted by the oSter 
of an engagement, to which any secret im-. 
pediment existed, he may indeed corn- 
plain of treachery and dishonourable usage. 
But I wish not to recriminate, and again 
repeat, that I consider my engagement to 
your son, count Luna, as null and void^" 

** That you may fulfil your contract 
with PeroUo," said the countess ; " but 
beware, young lady; you may raise a 
storm which shall crush your house, as 
well as theirs. The friends of Luna are 
numerous and brave ; force may revenge 
his injuries, but not redress them.** 

'* The threats and promises of don Si- 
gismund, his friends, and family, I equal* 
ly disregard," said Costanza. 

Solanto now entered the apartment, and 
good-humouredly saluted the countess. 
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^ You heaid, I lH^)e».tlie lastiq^y of 

d<Miiia Costanza," she sud; ** though with- 
out perhaps folly undeistandkig the im- 
pulse under which she aets^ her ^igtge^ 
ments with PeroUo are now exposed bev 
yond a doubt*" 

** EDgagements with PeroUo r repeated 
Sdanto; '*to whose ^igagements does 
your excellenza allude ?" 

** To those of your daughter, signor, the 
betrothed bride of Sigismund couot Luna. 
We shalLnow see how far you have been 
infected by their schemes.'* 

*^ If we have any arrangements with the 
harem Pandolfina^" replied Solanto, *< there 
would be some treachery perhaps in break- 
ing them ; but what treaty can Costanza 
have entered into, to excite such vehe- 
mence in your excellenza ?** 

^ It appears hardly possible," said the 
countess, ^ that you, baron Solanto, shou.d 
be Ignorant of the love entertained by Fe- 
derioo Perollo for your daughter, though 
she may have denied the return she has 



dared to fnake to tiis preramf»ttioi]s pas- 
sion." 

''And whb has tioir diseoveved this 
most impoitant aecaet 7^ asked the ^geisfele^ 
man. 

'' Her friend the countess 'Samboca.'' 

** Costanza has 'been most imprudent in 
%er choice of a ctntfidatUte^** said SdttDto. 
smiling. 

^ And you intend, signer/ to jusflify her 
falsehood?'' 

** By no means, signora ; I only intend 
to doubt the authenti(9ty of your infor- 
mation." 

^ And dare you doubt the word df the 
countess CaltabeHotta?" asked the lady, 
in no gentle tone. 

** r may be allowed, I hope, to doubt 
the authority on which your excellenza's 
opinion is formed. 

The composure of the baron provoked 
the lady beyond endurance — ^•'Once for 
all, baron Sofanto,** she said, •* as the mo- 
ther of count Luna, I demand to know 
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your determination — whether you intend 
to fulfil your contract with my son, or, in 
defiance of honour and justice, give your 
daughter to Perollo ?" 

** Probably neither," said Solanto, with 
indiSerence. " I should be sorry to dis- 
please you, lady, or treat count Luna im- 
properly ; but I see too much against the 
intended union at present to allow it to 
proceed, though this denial by no means 
involves a future contract with Perollo, tn- 
a final rejection of count Luna's suif 

" This then, sir, is your decision ?" 

" For the present, signora, this is my 
resolution." 

** Then, baron Solanto, on your own 
head be the fatal consequences,'' replied 
the lady, and rose to depart. 

The baroness received a slight parting 
salutation; but Costanza was regarded 
only with a look of indignation. 

" Allow me to see your excellenza to 
your litter," said Solanto, as the lady was 
quitting the room. 

VOL. III. G 
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^* My attendaifts ara in \mti^/' sm» 
sweced the countess ; and reftioug his of- 
leiied hand, departed. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



So that, from point to point, now haye yoa beard 
The fundamental reasons of this war, 
Whose great decision hath much blood let ibrlb, 
And more thirsts after. JWt Well tk^l Ends WeU. 



Th£ hot ^rings of Soaoca are situated 
in a deep and rocky valley, at the distance 
of about half a league from the city, and 
have been the resort of invalids from time 
imoiemorial. The waters are poweifiilly 
impr^nated with sulphur, and rise at a 
veiy high temperature^ and of the cobur 
of mUk ; so great is the quantity of the 
mineral contained in than» that the pipes 
through which they flow into the baths be- 
come choked up frcHn the deposit ; and by 
evi^NiFating, the fluid, after it has passed 
through the places designed for the batben, 
a vast quantity of sulphur is obtained* 

g8 
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offered to accompany her. The ktter, 
though in low ^irits, was calm and com- 
posed; and her young friend sought eveiy 
means of beguiling her sorrows in detailkig 
the event whidi had so unfortunately af- 
fected her mother* 

Costanza said, she could easily have 
forgiven the attack upon herself^ after the 
irritation of the moment was over, for the 
sake of the effect which the fury of l3ie 
countess had produced upon her father's 
mind, it having almost d^ermined him to 
give up all thoughts of a union for her 
with don Sigismund, to whom she now 
folt so decided a dislike, as to make her re- 
joice in any event which broke their en- 
gagement, without involving her in dis- 
obedience to her parents ; ** for the sagacity 
of my unfortunate friend, the countess 
Sambuea," she continued, ''her absurd 
terror of the old lady, and provoking re- 
petition of her own ridiculous conversa- 
tion, they would have afforded me so 
much amusement in the recollection, that 
^ should have felt obliged to her for the 
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seene, had it not involved my mother^s 
pimeDtfflnns. The arriTal of fbe baroness 
Fkndoifltta will, I hope^ revive her ; and 
my father has all along endeavoured to 
jisLOB tibe intenipa:ate vioknoe <^ the ooun- 
tess m as absurd a light as posnble.'' 

The ladies wandered ibr some time boi- 
Heath ihe olive and almond trees around 
tbe houae, and at length seated themsdves 
on a iiagment of rock, at some distance 
finom it, sheltered on all $ides from the 
beams of the sun, and embosomed amongst 
the fliurubs, w^ch grew luxuriantly above. 
Margnerita was unable to support the 
conversation ; and Costanza, fearful of fa- 
tiguing bar, was silent also. The hum of 
the insects fluttering in the air was the 
only sound which disturbed die repose of 
the scene ; and the ladies had sat for se- 
veral minutes, when a loud yawn, as if 
from a person awakingfrom sleep, startled 
them to attention. 

^ A pietty watch you keep r* said a 
hoarse gruff voice on the other side of the 
TodL on which they were resting. 
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" Watch !" replied some other person, 
" after riding all night ; not for count 
Luna himself, much less for this good 
friend of his.*' 

Costanza looked at her com.panion in 
speechless amazement, and Marguerita ap- 
peared equally terrified. 

The first speaker began again — " We 
shall have a troublesome job, I expect, and 
our chieftain seems to think so too, for he 
keeps himself pretty well out of the way.** 

^* This carrying off," said the second 
voice, " is poor work, and gives a deal of 
usdess trouble — a stiletto would do the 
business in half the time. Our leader has 
commanded us to be tender over them, 
but I am inclined to think he was not 
much in earnest, and would have little ob- 
jection to our making short work of it, 
and giving his prisoner over into the keep- 
ing of a good deep grave." 

A dark ruffian-like face appeared amidst 
the bushes, and the terrified females fled 
with the utmost speed toward^ the house, 
where they arrived breathless fix)m alarm. 
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Costanza had the presence c€ wmd to 
prevent her oompanionfinoin dutmlHiig her 
mother or the baroness Paodolfina, and 
e^erly inqimed for her fiitfaer. The bo- 
ron, she was told, had left the hooae soon 
after the young ladies, and was not yet re- 
tamed. The amusemmt she had derived 
from the society of her friend was of con- 
siderable service to the baroness Scdanto, 
who entreated her to repeat her kindness 
soon; 

After their departure, Costanza impa- 
tiently awaited the return of her &ther, 
that she might detail to him th^conversa- 
tion she had heard in the grove; but she 
kx>ked for him in vain ; and as evening 
approadied, her terrors rapidly increased. 
She inquired if the baron had gone to visit 
don Giaoomo? The baron Pandolfina, 
her mother said, was so occupied with bu- 
siness of importance, as to be prevented 
from leaving his castle, even for an hour. 
Aft:er which information, communicated 
by the baroness, it was not probable that 
Solanto had gone thither. 

gS 
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The distress of *Costanza beoame aveiy 
Hfioment more insupportable ; and bep 
ther also begao to be impatient finr the 
turn of her husband, when n notse of 
horsemen was heard, and soon after ODunt 
Luna was announced. Cosibaaza, wiio st 
any other time would have mtelt him wil^ 
repulsive coolness^ now welodmed bis w^ 
rival, as a possible means of being relieved 
from her uneasiness, and from the idea of 
having some one to whom she could coa^ 
municate her fears. 

** I am come over from Bivonia only &r 
an hour,"- he said, ^* but would act kise 
the opportunity €^ paying foay feapecfs 
here, and of inquiring after the heahh €ti 
the baroness Solanto luid youffself, fatdir 
Costanza." 

" My mother is, I trust> im^^ving,** 
she relied, ** but unable to bear the ^ 
tigue of much conversation ; apd my hUher 
is at present absent from the cassina; bat 
I hope and expect each monMit to we 
him retunii'' 

Encouraged by kis £ivooxQbl»i*MeptMii, 
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don Sigismniid attempted to conrerse on 
indifferent sulgects, but his maimer was 
constrained, and he seemed iH at ease. 

Under the pretence of not disturbing 
her mother, Costanza attracted the count 
to a distant wmdow, and requested a fe\t 
minutes private conversation with him. 
Lma appeared confounded at the request, 
and as if be imerw not how to f^oeeed.— ^ 
"< Take leave^'* said Costanza, ^ and with- 
draw, and I will join jou immediately in 
another apartment." 

Her anxiety appeared excessive, and 
Sigismund could not but obey. He ex- 
cused the shortness of his visit on account 
of the necessity of his return to Bivonia ; 
and taking leave of the baroness and Cos- 
tansa, begged his respectfiil salutations to 
the baron, and retired. . 

In a few minutes the signora di Solmto 
found some excuse to follow him. 

In relating the conversation she had 
heard in the grove, and the subsequent ab- 
sence of her fiitiier, Costanza was so over- 
powered by imitation and distress, that it 
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was some time before she observed the ex- 
traordinary conduct of don Sigismund ; 
but havuig related all she knew» and de- 
tailed her fears that some misfortune had 
befallen her parent, she requested the ad- 
vice and assistance of Luna, and waited 
his reply. As she looked earnestly in his 
face through her tears, don Sigismund 
averted his eyes with precipitation, and 
stammered forth an unintelligible attempt 
to console and support her spirits, with- 
out any comment on what he had heard, 
or proposing any immediate plan of pro- 
ceeding. 

** It is not consolation," said ('ostanza, 
^* that I am now in need of, but advice and 
active exertion. The rufSan I overheard 
in the grove mentioned your name, count 
Luna, and some friend of yours." Sigis- 
mund trembled beneath her look, blush- 
ed, and was about to defend himself. ^* I 
am not going to accuse you, count Luna, 
of any connexion with those persons, 
neither am I aware that my father can 
have 'excited any enmity amongst the 
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people of the oomitry, bat, by wlMt I 
heard, I am assured that they are known 
to some of your fiiends ; and if any dread- 
ful dengn has been perpetrated agamst 
my fiither, to you I look fer redress.** 

Luna assured her of evety exertion in 
his power being made to discover the 
cause of the baron's mystoious absence — 

But it is now early evening,'* he said, 

and your alarms are perhaps visionary." 
Oh no, no," replied Costanza ; ** eve- 
ry moment confirms the dreadful suspi- 
cions which the scene to-day gave rise to ; 
I foresee the certain death of my mother 
in the shock this horriUe event will give 
her, if any accident has befallen my fa- 
ther." She shuddered at her thoughts. 

Luna again attempted some common- 
place topic of consolatiojD^ but proposed no 
remedy for her distressing anxiety. Cos- 
tanza agiun looked steadily in his &ce. 
He iqppeared anxious to avoid her inqrnr- 
ii^ gaze, and to be confused and uneasy 
at it. She started, and suddenly left the 
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apartment Jmoisl waited for her, andshe 
«iiieiiot,snd hewasimpatiientlypaehigliie 
Mora, wben be iiewd a horse pass nqndly 
under the uriiulow. He Bummoiied a do- 
mestic^ and requeeted that Hoe isdy Co& 
tanza mdgbt be informed tlmt be aiiraited 
her fttPther commands. 

^ The ai^efn desirad me to say," an- 
stwed the man, ^ should your exoeHenza 
inqnke for her, tint she has aa furtiier 
nmh to detain you^" 

^ Is the baron flolanto vstumed?^ ask- 
ed Lmia. 

" No, s^nor.** 

^ What btxaeman just left the oasmio ^ 

*^ Perhapsone of your exceUenante train.'' 

Si^isBnind stood some time in silaitde- 
Ubenition vvikh himself; the servant wait- 
ed as if to ocBdiiet him out-«*^ I most 
see tfie ludy Ciostanaa againi" 

^' It is impossible, signer ; she is now 
nvalfatbe baroness^ and desiwd me peremp- 
toiify tx> tdl your exodlenza she had no 
fisrtbsv toonraiands*^ 



and inqvwed ia)p«kiianjtfy if my of hh raite 
h«d 1^ Ibd eas^a 4Uf«(ig his rtay . 

<' Your ieKOoUema gsve no such otdmv'' 
said Qiw <^ the mcssL ^' A horseuan poMh 
ed U8 aome time sinoe, but wheaoe ha 
eanae I know jaot;." 

The eounl; in the hearuatg of Soknto'a 
altendaoto, now ordered hit party rto iBi* 
vonia. 

The extoiordinaiy diacompoaure of 
ooiml: Iiuiia» md hia eonduet altt^ether^ 
had exdted in Ccstaoza a awpidon of 
some fmd deed with which tte waa at 
leMlt w»9iiai»ted ; and inatently quittir^ 
him, ahe dispatched a Imaty uesaengev to 
dcM <i&aaenio Perdlo^ ati^g^her fims 4lMf 
some OMispifaGy wna on finat againat riaar 
fittiher and iiis ftmilj^ and cntoralmg ;hoa 
inunediate ^Dtaence snd purotoofeiQii, ahe 
desired the nafissenigor to nae duaiutoaedk 
apeed, and thatnaone might ifrfbraatfouiil 
Lmia of ber proeaedings* 

After thb she tetHtned toifaerteddm^ 
wiio was getting >asxiQpn (And mMa^itp<a 
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most painful degree. Costanza felt unable 
to exdte hopes to which she herself "wbs a 
stranger, yet to disdose the whole of b«r 
fears she dared not At length she in- 
fer»ied her, that she had dispatched a mes- 
sage to FeroUo Castle, to inform the l>ar(»i 
Fandolfina of her father's absence, and to 
request his presence and advice. This 
step met with the decided approbation of 
the baroness, but as it shewed the strength 
of Costanza's fears, contributed to increase 
h« own. She however thought it too early 
in the evening to exdte any great alarm. 

Every passing sound caught the attention 
of the mother and daughter. Costanza had 
closed the lattice, lest the night air should 
ikioonvenience the invalid ; but she herself 
wandered every minute to the antiroom, 
to listen from the balcony. She had dis- 
missed servants viith torches, in various 
dk^ections^ to search the thickets ; but one 
by :one ttey Tetumed as the time w<»e 
away, without any tidings of thdr lord. 
She haid counted the time also which it 
night take to bring Paroik), and thought 
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he also was delayed beyood all expecta- 
tion. At length a distant sound caught 
her ears; she again hurried to the balooiiy, 
and listened with breathless anxiety. A 
loud trampling of horses sounded fix>m the 
craggy road to Sciacca — ^ It is cxdy don 
Giaoomo," she said, and a fearful weight 
pressed heavily on her heart. The party 
approached with rapidity, and seemed more 
namerous than she had expected. A few 
minutes brought them to the casino. Cos- 
tanza ran to meet them, and, with some- 
thing like disappointment, saw don Pacdo 
PeroUo, attended by Gaetano — ^** My fa- 
ther P' she exclaimed, in a hurried tone. 
The countenances of the gentlemen exhi- 
bited no cheering signs of intelligence. 

'* I regret most sincerely, lady," said 
don Paolo, '* this dists^essing event. For 
the ultimate safety of the baron Solanto^ I 
trust you need feel ho alarm ; but 1 fear 
the machinations of our enemies and his 
have succeeded in securing his person. I 
have directed a body of our men tO'seurch 
every road and passage in the neighbour- 
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hood, and to use eveiy means to ^sopver 
tidings c^ your father. In the meantiaiie 
the safety of your luoliier and youcsdf can 
only be ensured hy your immediate re- 
moval to the Casa di Peiollo ; impetious 
drcuiAstanoes detained my kinsman, dcm 
Giaoomo^ from hastening to your aswst- 
anee; but he has sent Mgnor Pignatelli 
«)d myself to conduct you tbithear. A 
will anive instantly, and it will be 
to k>se no time in apprismg the ba* 
of the necessity of putting the plan 
in cxeeiitioB instantly.*' 

Coetanza stood for some time speechless 
wids homor and ast^ushment ; thus to 
have her fears confirmed, no hopes given, 
and doners atiU unknown, which naade 
all these precautions neosssary, was more 
than her mind could comprehend at first 
The idea of her fitther^s ultimate safety, 
whidi don Paolo firequently repeated^ and 
the necesnty of supporting her mother, 
obliged her to raUy her spirits, and with 
aDme composure she oooducfced the gen- 
Henen to her. 
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Perollo eodearomed to iib3d& ^ae 
asIlghtasposriMetotfae 
d(dfina and bis fiiends,* 
have no doubt of die ^cmree Cuu t 
your distaess amcL Sooie pcHj *Ba*ify 
of the countess CateadbeDotta, Adriaaw, «* 
9ome of the partisans of Ijima, irbo are bo- 
8ily engaged, we learn, in placnicg a«ie 
oBensive operations gainst don (Sscxmbq, 
has induced flieni to decor the baron So- 
lanto into Hieir societr, to endearoor to 
make htm e^ioose flieir parlr ; tfaejr wffl 
soon find thar weakness and onxvand 
frieaae him. But to eoonteraet tfaeir 
schemes, we all tlmdc it neeeasarj that 
your exodknza and the lady Cosfama 
sbanld be conveyed in safety to the Casa 
di Perdlo. I have assured tbe signora di 
Solanto, and h^e repeat, that I do not n^ 
(Nrehend any persorad danger to the baron ; 
but during his detention, which may be 
prolonged a few days, you will be more 
secure from insult in my Idnsman's castle 
than here. Our suppositions may still be 
wrong, and I have dispatched men in 
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every direction to search for your lord. 
Should they be so fortunate as to recover 
him, they have orders to escort him to 
Sciaoca; and Fandolfina has sent a litter 
for yourself aijd daughter, to be conveyed 
to his protection, should you so please." 

^ Count Sigismund himself was here 
this evening," said Costanza. '* I did not 
wish to distress you, my mother, by my 
fears, but in a private interview with him 
after he quitted you, I saw such signs of 
confusion in his conduct, as excited my 
suspicions; other circumstances, I sup- 
pose, don Paolo, you have heard," she 
added, alluding to the conversation which 
Marguerita had been witness to, but 
which she so trembled to reflect upon, 
that she would not alarm her mother by 
the detail 

PeroUo understood her, and replied, 
that he had collected other information, 
which strongly proved that no fears were 
to be entertained for the safety of the ba- 
X0B9 but that they could gain nothing at 
present to direct their seardi. 
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The baroness was so shocked by the in- 
telligence, even softened as it was by the 
care of her friends, that she remained, 
during this conversation, gazing in silent 
terror on those around her, and at last 
fainted on the bosom of her diaughter. 
Their exertions restored her in a short 
time to animation, but it was only by her 
looks she could assent to the wishes of the 
party for her removal. 

The ladies and their female attendants 
were immediately conducted by Perdlo 
from the cassino, and escorted by a nume- 
rous body of well-armed men, whom don 
Giacomo had sent. 

The party set out for the Casa di Pe- 
rollo, leaving the male domestics in the 
house, with strict orders to forward any 
information which could be gained, with- 
out loss of time, to the baron Pandolfina. 

They arrived at the castle gate without 
the walls, which was immediately opened, 
and both don Giacomo and the baroness 
were waiting to receive their unhappy 
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giiesli^ with ^efverf aHeation whifihrditnim- 
stanoeB would allew. 

The wife J0f Solan to was» liow^erer, near- 
\y^ in a state of iuscnsihiUty, and appear* 
ed soaroely to per^ve the kiadness^ of 
her frieods^ She was inmnediately carried 
ta a private apartB^iity and her hostess 
then beggdd Costenza to lea^e her mother 
fi>rasbGart time toher eai^e; whilst she^ia* 
formed don Giaoomo of ei^ary partieulur 
she had been able to ma^ out pelati^re to 
this unfortunate affidr. Tbe •oooversatioii 
she had heard in the grove; the ciroani- 
stances of her interview with den SiffA- 
mund^ and the vague threats'^ the aouB- 
tess CaltabeUotta, were the only grounds 
for suspidbon she could furnish ; but Fon- 
doifina aj^eaced to have other corroU^ 
raiting drcumstanees^wluch weighed upon 
his odnd, to fix the absence of her father 
on some of the Luna party*^^' I ano,. how- 
ever^'' he added, *^ decidedly of dcii Pao- 
lo!s c^inioDt that th^:e is w> danger of 
their offering any^ vielenoe to tbsk jfA- 
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mner; and I kai^ no duubt but a veiy 
few days at fhrthest will enable Me to 
£flcover more, and to efifeet the release <9f 
the biat», far whicli purpose I will exert 
every means that cam be devised; and 
sbonM there be any particular lineof pro- 
eeeding which will relieve the anxiety of 
your mother and yourself, more than Ifhe 
ocmrse I intend to pursue, I win, with i^ea- 
dlness and pleasure, adopt if* 

Ai^ appind to the feelings of count LuMi 
Cotftanza^lt would %e in vnin, and to call 
fyt l3ie dd of the viceroy would take too 
much time ; yet stiS ^he wished that both' 
these raeasin^es should be rasoited to du 
rectfy* 

^' I win instantly dispatch a courier to 
Mermo,** replied Pandolfina ; ** but by 
expressmg our decided suspicion of Luni^ 
we^hall pert him on his guard against our 
mote private inquiries : still it shall be as 
yon wish, signora.^ 

<!6trtan2a left the whole afRdr in til^ 
hmds'of her iHends, assuring them that' 
shncffied most'confiienfly oif tiidrzesd nnA 
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wisdom in the cause, and then returned to 
her mother, who wa^in a slight degree re- 
covered, the judicious conversation of her 
friend having revived her hppps, and some- 
what cheered her spirits. 

Tediously the hours of night wore away, 
and morning brought no intelligence of 
the baron. 

During the scene of distress which the 
preceding evening had witnessed, Fede- 
rico Perollo had not been an uninte- 
re^ed spectator ; he had earnestly entreat- 
ed to be one of the party to the cassino, 
or at least to be permitted to go in search 
of Solanto, and it was only the representa- 
tions of his mother which restrained him. 
She anxiously pointed out the improprie- 
ty of his interfering, «fter the jealousy of 
don Sigismund had been so publicly shewn 
towards him — " The assertions of the 
countess had attempted to accuse Costanza 
and himself of dishonourable proceedings, 
and the baroness Solanto had remonstrated 
against any particular attentions. For the 
sake of the signora di Solanto you ought 
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not to take any part in the proceedings, my 
son ; all that can be done will be eflfected 
by your father, don Paolo, and Pignatelli ; 
and as your exertions could not be of sig- 
nal benefit, the characters, both of the lady 
and yourself, require you to avoid any 
public display of the interest you take in 
her and her family." 

Unwillingly Federico consented; and 
though he deplored the sufferings of the 
mother and daughter, yet he could not 
avoid contemplating, with no little satis- 
&ction, the circumstance of their being 
inmates in his father's house, and the cer- 
tainly of Costanza's engagements with 
count Luna being, from henceforth, en- 
tirely at an end. 

During the whole of the day on which 
the destined expedition was to leave Bi- 
vonia, the castle of don Sigismund was a ^ 
scene of bustle and confusion ; the count 
himself, with all the principal leaders, were 
to be of the party to Sdacca, and had se- 
lected an hundred of their most daring fbl- 

TOL. ui. H 
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li>wer$. Acbiano was not nttirtiedy tef 
was eUpeeieQ to jcHn tb^m sodn after their 
arrival in the city. It wbs attmigdA that 
S^smun^ should go oiret early m the 
evening, smd that Acoursi d'Atnato 'Should 
remain to superintend the conveyance of 
the troo|». 

The count departed in the dftemoon, 
with only the small train of his ttsual do- 
mestics, and after a short interview with 
his mother, on arriving at Lrnia Castle, 
rode down to the Solanto cassino, giving 
it out as his intention to return to Bivo- 
niafor some time longer. After his dis- 
missal, therefore, by Costansa, he had given 
directions to bis followers to take the t^ood 
thither ; but as soon as he had got a short 
distance^ he turned bis horse, and tode 
back to the city with his party. 

• Three hours after sunset the enetnies-of 
Peiello started on their morderoiA expe- 
dition, in small companies bf four Or six 
eaeh, and at short intervals of time, being 
strictly enjoined to avoid the principal road 
as much as possible, and to proceed with 
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aH tiie silence and secrecy tibey oouM. 
Pietro Infbntanetta himself went with the 
fii«t pMTty, to guide them to the window 
in his house by which they were to eflfhct 
their unobserved entrance into the dty. 

The night was dark, and veiled theur 
purpose to the utmost of their wishes ; the 
first party, without meeting with any in- 
ddent or interruption, reached the walls of 
Smcca, and skirted the city at some short 
distance, till they arrived opposite the CasA 
d*Infontanetta, as any thing like preparH- 
tion might have excited suspicion. The 
party were obliged to break away the bars 
of the window, and remove some of the 
sfeone-work, before they could effect their 
entrance. This, however, was done with- 
out creating any alarm, and they gulnied 
the interior unperceived by any but th^ 
members of the conspiracy, and Immedi^ 
ately proceeded to Luna Castle^ to awMt 
the coming of their companions, ^alfty 
after party continued to arrive dorlng t^i 
greatar part of the night 
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One of the companies, under Calogero 
Calandrino, in proceeding along the walls 
of the city, perceived at some distance ra- 
ther a numerous hand of persons with 
torches surrounding a litter ; and imme- 
diately ordering his companions to conceal 
themselves, he approached the travellers, 
a^ nearly as he could, without being per- 
ceived, and watched them till he saw them 
alter the private gate of the Casa di Pe- 
rollo. With this intelligenee he hastened 
0|) to the place of his destination, to in- 
form his chieflain of the circumstance to 
which he had been witness. 

,.The succeeding parties were longer in 
airiving, having been obliged to conceal 
thmnselves, for some time, from the search 
of a band of horsemen, who had scoured 
th^ rpad to Caltabellotta and Bivonia, be- 
ing sooie of those sent by don Paolo in 
scjQfcb of Solanto. 

r »" They are evidently spies of the Pe- 
r^iip, aii4 will doubtless fall in with some 
of our companions^" said Marco Luchese 
to Infontanetta, on his arrival. 
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" No matter," replied don Pietro, " they 
can have no cause to suspect unarmed men 
proceeding in such small companies. Ma- 
ny of our troops are already come, and some 
will doubtless pass unseen, in the dark- 
ness of night, as you have done." 

With some of the succeeding bands, the 
scouts in search of the baron met; but 
having questioned them on the persons 
who had passed them on the road, and 
hearing no tidings of Solanto, they had 
not proceeded, but diverged into more un- 
frequented paths, in other ' directions, by 
which the greater number of the partisans 
of Luna gained the city unperceived. 

The information of Calandrino seemed 
to have great effect upon Luna ; he in- 
quired anxiously and repeatedly if he 
could tell him who was in the litter, or from 
whence it came. 

** It appeared to have come from the 
baths," said Calogero, *' and might perhaps 
' be Gmcomo's wife returning from a visit 
to the Solanto family." 
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The conduct of Coatanzai durlrBg his in- 
tervieiy with her» in the eveuii^ bad asr 
tonished and perplexed ^e count; and 
the detail of Calandri^p awakened ha^ 
fears, lest Sihe should, by m imqiediyM^ ap- 
plication to Ferollo,, sbew hee indepeiei^ 
dence of himself wd lOs frieiMk. 

The horsemen sfanli ou^ l^ dpn Vwi» 
proved that Pandol9pa( h^d b^n appri^ 
of the absence of the? baro^ s^nd vraS) f^ 
erting himself to^reqoYer hiiific 

It W4|6 late befisir^ Aeei«*3i ^'Axm^ 9fh 
nveA^ and Adriaoor did mt m^ko ]»» afh 
pe^rance till the succeeding day. It had 
been, det^iwinfd by the party in hvOM 
Castle tg» eoRweal, as qwreftiUy m pospible, 
the €ilrcm»stanee of tb^r being inoiates of 
the eity, avid to be in, ambush tiU the inor 
ment of executing their project of revenge 
against don Giacomo. The count was 
tbereiwe prevented from making inquiries 
iptpier^n at the cassinok relative to the pro- 
Qeeding4 Qf Solanto's family ; but a domea- 
'? was dispatched, eavly in the morning. 
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in the Daiqe of the cpuates^ CaltoheUatta, 
t^ hiqw^ i^ the baroe was returned, and 
tQkle9i3i hpm ^e ladies were employed. 

The answer his nie^sei^ef broa^t back 
QW^rmed the worst fears the eount had 
ei^i^rtajnedi. He was thsunderstrieken at 
the intelligence thai the ladies bad taken 
up tbeir abode at the Casa di I^erolk), with- 
out any mention of returning d«nring the 
mjy rterioiis absenee of the baroi^. 

DdSa Bardii^was nsmmoned to a pri- 
katefvieWy a» Si^muiid did not wish 
ly to publish the affair tancfjsgst 
his friends, and to expose \As^ chagrm and 
diaappointmeiit 

Acenrsi fcmnd the count in a state of 
fury bo^eriiig on desperation.^'^ These 
fieiM^a have ^t length suceeeded,** he cried, 
** jn fobbing me of tiietveasurel ha^ hoped 
waanow my own! the wife and daughter 
of SokuButo «ve Hvnates of FeioUo Castlef 
and that insidious young traitor, the soar 
of Giacomo^ will nenr espouse the pl%hted 
famie of LiUD% and htvif^ at has fdly and 
ddvsbn IP letting the pme esaape him.'^ 
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** Probably, signer,** said D'Amato. 

^* And this then is to be the end of all 
our stratagems ! all my exertions are to 
come at length to this ! Curse on the 
tolly that maJe me listen to Adriano and 
his schemes * myself to be the cause of ail 
this misdiief — ^to be defeated by the per- 
verseness of a girl, and made the tool of 
Pandolfina !" 

'' Adriano," said Delia Bardia, ooc^y, 
'* was the adviser, and ought to hear the 
blame of a defeat, which his mighty wisdoBi 
surdy could have foreseen, and ought to 
have guarded against." 

" I sent not for you, signor," said Luna, 
'^ to discover where the blame of our fidl- 
^re diould fall, but to find a remedy." 

*^ Patience !" said Accursi, with a shrug. 

'^ My blood is too hot to bear these 
taunts, signor ; nor did I expect my feel- 
ings to be thus outraged by your indiflfer- 
ence." 

'' I am called on," answered Delia Bar* 

dia, '^ to remedy an evil brought on by 

le folly q£ another^ when nothing but pa- 
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tience remains ; had I been consulted ear- 
lier in this afiair, the present dilemma 
would not have occurred." 

^ Indeed V* interrupted Sigismund ; 
*• and how could it have been prevented ?** 

" When Accursi d'Amato, signor, has 
the game within his toils, he is not wont 
to let it thus escape him. You had So- 
lanto and his femily within your walls, 
surrounded by your friends and partisans ; 
force should have completed their engage- 
ments; and when again these females were 
deprived of their natural guardian, why 
did you not forestall Perollo, and send the 
unprotected ladies hither ?" 

** I want not to be informed as to what 
might have been done," said Luna, impa- 
tiently, and unwilling to accuse himself in 
the affair, ** but what there now remaini 
to do, to prevait the probable effect of 
these ladies seeking an asylum with Pe- 
loUo." 

** Had we all our forces here, it might 
be possible to surprise the castle, and effect 

h3 



aiwisfw by forw; bulf tile miif^J^imkm 

Adiiano entered t^H^ ^p^rts^anib W ^eUft 
il^Wdifv i^fikS apeakiagf. — " Coijgr^ulflte me, 
sigiWiT be ?^. ^ W tfee Ml m^^ei^ of 
Ml);; WM^i^taklug 'ij wmy the s^iw fortune 
ei^9Pi^aUth^ eplmpiis^is of the houiseof 

*^ Santo Malta ppavent yimin payers, 
Pentlta P aaid Aacu vsi. 

While) i4iv)a frown^ in angeft the ba- 
VH^Joeliiad tlo^hoAh iii^ wonder f<xr an ei^jda* 

^ Tha lady Costonza and her mother are 
fled to PeroUo fbr protections"^ said Df Aoaa* 
to« with a sneer ; **^and ifi you exert your 
wonted; sagacity, signw, you may perhaps 
he ewplDyed toi ddtaw up th$ marriagQ ar* 
tftdea of Federieo and Costanza." 

Adriano looked to Sigismund in difisnay 
and confusion. — " It ia e¥,en so» barob 
Adriano ; a proper subject for congratida» 
tion» think you, diis termination of yx>ur 
manosuvring ? no doubt yoa wiU easily 
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devise a remecty to eoontenok tiie mischief 
wldch iff done.** 

^ A Mtde more Gautiimy" said Aoonni^ 
^ nuvjr perhaps be Beeessaiyy to avoid ex* 
peditnig the nuptials, for which this flight 
of the ladies will be so £ur a pretext 

^ Bsrone della Bardia," replied Adri- 
ano, ** if I have fiiiled^ it has not been 
throngh want of devotion to my kinsnum's 
cause ; nor shall my fhture exertions be 
wanting to repair any errors I may have 
eiHnmitted ; but I do not see the pres^it 
motives for condemning the plan I advis^ 
eomit Sigismund to f<^w.^ 

** Pa^lta will, without a question, make 
his own cause good, signor,'' said Accursi ; 
^ and having now so able and so fortunate 
a counsdlor, my services, I trust, may be 
dispensed with." 

^ I should rather,'' answered Adriano, 
** avail myself of any assistance your ad- 
vice can give, signer, though perhaps it 
may not be ddivered with fdl the consi- 
deration towards my fedings which I could 
wish ; yet I am not so lukewarm in the 
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service of count Luna, as to risk the in- 
jury of his interest from any personal feel- 
ings, and shall act with more confidence^ if 
you will give your opinion on the proceed- 
ings I may think proper to advise at the 
present juncture.** 

^* In professions or devices," replied Ac- 
cursi, ^* the baron Adriano will never be 
found wanting ; but the wisdom of his 
schemes may require some deliberation." 

" Which is just what I require you, 
signor, to bestow upon them. I have no 
doubt,'* he continued, " that your anxiety, 
count Luna, at the conduct of the wife and 
daughter of Solanto, will be needless.'* 

^* I should be happy to find it so,'* said 
Luna ; '' but, with the full conviction of 
the love this son of Pandolfina entertiuns 
for the signora di Solanto, the opportum- 
ties their present intercourse ^ill give him 
to press his suit, the arguments he may 
draw, and the suspicions he may exdte, 
respecting my conduct, I must confess 
that no little sophistry is wanting to make 
me regard the present situation of aflBurs 



nvith emupuMi w ^ (x msj hcpg of Aitnig fa^ 
nefit fiom OHT csHsrtiaiUL'' 

^ Dming idle afaflenee of her raths; and 
under ndi onmiirianflH, it it lurtr pmh^ 
abletliafc Ae facfcf GmIbbsi will (xnitHKt 
an engJiguBuit of u i u i y irtag i t a iiatute^ aa 
tfaatof bctrodunghaaelf tO'the inaof Pe- 
rollo» or efcn Aafe ah^ will aceetit hia o^ 
fen of alfrrtwin. Her anxiety and ;|rief 
will fhDj €ccap7 ]|0 fiur a time, and j^i^ 
OS an oppoftoziitf to pa&et our ^ehemea 
Bjr the mrgr i ii rf «ur gi a jt deaign Jgaiaat 
ber pieiaifc fiotectoi^ we mftv hope Go ent 
off at kail one object of alwnw Andwky 
1D17 not An dreaded Federicf> he one of 
our eaifiot irictixxift? if our swovd^ aw 
dag g ad with dbe £iteof PaKuicifinaaaid lua 
iMNia^ a few daf $ wiH fvofaabiy ddi^«r 
70a from aQ tlieae jttkxia fieaaaw Depmcd 
of don GiaoomOy his partj wQI not daae 
to make head ^gasul the power of your 
exedfema, and the just daims jonr en* 
gagement with Sdanto fumish will be ir* 
icairtihletoadiqpiiitedfection; or.should 
our intended Tcngeano^ by any unfiire* 
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seeii airent^ be delciyed or eounteracted,. 
the ladies may be deeoyed by stratageHi 
ftom Hieir aiylum, or terrified by tbreat^ 
fiom imknown quarters, whidh, ki their 
fnumft state of doubt and anxiety, must 
weigb^ wpcfa the minds of weak afnd l^id 
femaka'' 

** Your advice is speeious, as it gene* 
rally is, sigoor,'^ said DelW Bardfiet; ** but 
remember that ypu hare OPeroHa to deal 
with, as^ well a9 these weak females, who 
hayie ^hewH no waot of resolution in the 
discided step lAiey have thus piomptfy ta- 
ken : if we succeed^ in ftdfilling our revenge 
iqxm Perollo, stiU; unless all the race can 
be exterminated, these ladies will find ad- 
visers and defenders to protect them from 
your vic^enee or deceit, and wiU probaUy 
apply to the reigning powers, with whom 
we know, by fiital experience, the influ- 
ence of FeroUo; and this Solanto also 
was.too highly in fiivour at the imperial 
eomrt; to sufifer his disappearance to pass 
unquestioned, or his w^ and diild to be 
'eft defenceless. I am still' fcM" open force; 



had we all our troops widun dieeity^tiiejr 
might be cantoned aiiM»igst our friendfl^ 
and the castle be surpmed.'' 

** Let us first fcffloir qp our plaM agpint 
don Giacomoy" said Adriano^ "^ and then 
your scheme, signer, will be ftasUe 
enough ; at present, these caa be no cimse 
for alarm with r^avd Id Ae luif Coatai^ 
za; and, befinre she can hare recovered 
from the shock of her recent loss, we shall 
be enabled to follow up oar blow, and to 
depfijve hcB of her pieaenk p totort er— all 
shall yet be ivd, oount Luna pamnoont 
in Sciaeea^ and Costanm di Scdante, Us 
affianiwd bride, icstoied in triMnpb to Ms 
anns.'^ 

Sttginnwid listened to hk sidnaem with 
some cMnplawmy, and was seen pemuHU 
ed into aemedm^ like enspostti^ and to 
giro tsp hi» theo^its lo the odndiici of 
thdr main design. The armed band weie 
kept with the utmost pmacjr within the 
castta^ and spies placed in every possiUf 
diieetkn^ to watdi the naotions of FeinH» 
mil thi imiiatii nf hin rintln 
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CHAPTER V. 



Tivill vex thy soul to hear what I shall speak ; 

For I must talk of murders, 

Acts of black night, abominable deedS;, 

Complots of mischief, treason, villainies, 

Ruthful to hear. ^ Titus Andnmicut. 

Th£ prooeedings of oourit Luna and his 
friends had not been so secret as to escape 
the knowledge of Pandolfina, who had 
been apprised of their assemblage and ex- 
pedition to Sciacca ; and not wishing to 
disturb the public peace by any lnt>ils or 
tumult, he determined to remain a volun* 
tary prisoner within the walls of his castle, 
uid to keep his party also from any en- 
counter with the opposite fitction. 

The inquiries after Solanto had been 
pursued by his emissaries with unabated 
zeal, and a courier had been dispatdied to 
the viceroy with the informatikm of the 
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baron's sudden disappearance. But no 
due had yet been discovered which might 
explain the afi&ir, or tranquillize the ago • 
nized feelings of the family. The baroness 
still continued in a state of hopeless des- 
pondency, and Costanza- was herself too 
deeply distressed to be able to offer much 
comfort to her mother. 

Don Giacomo had sent a messenger in 
their name to Bivonia, to inform count 
Liuna of the dangerous state into which 
the baroness had been thrown, and exhort- 
ing him, by every tie of friendship and 
compassion, to assist them. 

After some delay, a reply was sent, re- 
questing the ladies to return to their cassi- 
no, and assuring them, that every exer- 
tion would then be made by the house of 
Luna, and that they should not despair of 
being successful ; intimating, that while 
they remained in their present abode, count 
Liuna could not communicate with them, 
and that his exertions therefore would be 
of no avail. 

The conduct of Federico PeroUo during 
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tbfs time was guarded in the extfeiiio<; it 
iy true, be seldom $aw the ladj Cortaasa^ 
whose hours were priudpally passed ynth, 
her mother and the baroness Paisdcdfiiia 
(their kind hostess quitting hev mdiappj 
fiiaid as rarely as possible); yet^ wfaeR 
tjiey did mee^ he kept the strioteaft wat^ 
over every word and aetipo^ that nothing 
intght escape him offensive to the delieate 
sitiiatioQ in which she waa placed, or 
M/rhiqh. iqight W cooatrofd intai any thing' 
liJlR^ taking 9(^¥ante^ of the Bndanehcdy 
eiveQt whiob 1^ driven hev for re&^ b^r 
neath his father's ioo£ 

J^Gf BQXDfi days aU the P^roUo party oan- 
fin^ ^b'^fii^lv^ ta the eastle» ai^ evea^ 
the, depa:]^iants of the &mily were aHow^ 
tQ be aa little as possible within the dty ; 
but the sigmmt di Solanto, wishing to have 
some of their property removed from the 
G|M9sino« dbm Giacomo was induced ta send 
tweli^ mWf und^ the direction of two of 
lua &VQiirit« officers^ Antonio Mai^gieii 
and Frandsco Scanzarella, to con wy it to 

thf^«rtl§t 
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Count LiuM aad Us pwtimu impidi- 
emOy uamted the tame irhen; PeraHo 
should isaoe iiooi hki eastle ; but, day after 
dajr, Aey were disappointed in tbeir wishes. 
Hie gates of the Casa di PevoUo were 
do8ed» and all was quiet within the watts. 
Don Si^mund was among t)i^ most anx- 
ious of his parfy ; be could Ie»rn no tidings 
of donna Costaniia^ and aH the avguments 
of Adriano, to tranquillize his mind on the 
sulgeoft a£ Fedsrico FtooUb, were fiukless. 
His jeakw iaBojp had pictured them as 
afamidy visnied^, andb laughing at hais W- 
conducted plaas^ wAudi had hflBtiNied the 
event, and congratulatiDg thnaselTes on 
tb# «Q«ntt<is thejr qpigbi deriTO firomi Us ill- 
gqvesDod tempfin and the oadfowafid mtnisB 
it had ooBasi(Mie4<^ At times he was. near- 
ly tempted to liaten to tbe furious sug- 
gcstiona cf Delia Ban^a, to snnvnon th^ 
remainder of<bi& fbicesi fibm Biivoniaf and 
to assault ki open warfiure tine towera of 
his. enemies; the entreadea oi AdriaMO* 
and the determined ressstanec of manjr of 
the more prudent of his party^ alone pre- 
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vented him from giving way to his vio- 
lence and impetuosity, and risking all on 
the hazard of this hopeless scheme. — ^' It 
was impossible," they said, " that Peiollo 
should long continue in his present state 
of seclusion, but that he must soon afford 
them the opportunity they wished for;" and 
several refused to join in any attempt which 
must end in defeat, as such an open attack 
was sure to do. 

During the time they thus remained in- 
active, the count had made inquiries of his 
mother, as to the truth of the statement 
which Accursi d'Amato had given him of 
the existence of his sister. i 

The countess had expected the conver* 
sadon, and prepared herself to meet the 
questions of her son upon the sutgect 
Whatever were the faults of count Si- 
gismund, and they were manifold and 
grievous, want of respect and affectim to 
his sole remaming parent was not one of 
them ; the defects in his own temper 
made him look with indulgence on his 
mother's violence and ill-humour ; and her 



I 
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ardent affection for him, wbich she had 
shei^m on all occasions^ and at all hazards 
and sacrifices, would easily have oblite- 
rated the remembrance of wdghtier sins 
than any he suspected her of committing. 
With feelings, therefore, c£ reluctance^ 
he prepared for the unpleasant task of 
searching into this secret and equivocal 
affidr. He opened the subject with every 
possible expression of delicacy towards her, 
and of his perfect confidence in the recti- 
tude of her intentions, thus giving her 
time to collect her thoughts to meet the 
investigation; and having briefly stated 
the circumstances of Ddla Bardia's infor- 
mation, he requested her to confirm or 
deny it. 

** However injuriously I may have been 
treated by Accursi,** she said, " it never 
was my intention to have kept you much 
longer in ignorance, my son, of the exist- 
ence of your sister, for such is Francisca 
di Luna ; he has betrayed the secret soon- 
er than I intended it should be known, 
and related the circumstances in a way» 
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periiap6| to make yod judge utx&TouMlMy 
of Dsy ebndiAst fai this sffidr; tttrt I trust I 
ooi ekplwfi the Whole to your nAisfactityn, 
aid'vindixtaie mifself in your eyes, M Itast, 
from any aspersions he may have cast upon 

me.** 

Sigismund professed his tperfi^^t reli8nce 
lipon her, but assured her that Accarsi 
had given no detail of events, which he 
confessed he felt deeply inteiested to be in* 
formed Upon. 

*' You must weU remember, my son^" 
filie saidi ** the period of Frandsca's birth — 
an event prematurely brought on by the 
death of your father, from which ha in- 
fimcy was rendered so wesdc and siokfy, 
that she appeared, from the first, as if de- 
voted to the grave. In this extremity I 
(rashly perhap) vowed, should her USt be 
i^pared, to dedicate her to the Edirine (^ 
Santa Caterina, and from that moment her 
Strength and health rapidly improved. 
Fearful (est thy purpose should b^ frus- 
trated^ by the opposition of liiy ftmlly, I 
iiuttti% itottv^y^-my dilld tb tiie eta- 



rest, xnd, by the aid df ia ddmeistic, caused 
lier d^ath to be generally believed. In tbe 
meantime, Fmncisca gmdually imp!*ov^ 
ttnder the care of the (Superior, one of tfty 
tiartiert friends, with whom she has been, 
until the prestot act df Delia Bsirdia te- 
moved h^r from her convent The will df 
Manft^^ PeraHa, which divided his im- 
mense Wealth in equal (Shares between 
your Other's heirs, induced me to conceal, 
with th& greatest strictness, the existence 
of any claimant ersccept yourself, not wish- 
ing to enrich the conVetit with thd spoils 
of tny child's inheritance, or to diminish 
the grandeur of the house of Luna, by 
diverting its property into other channels. 
By what tti&ans Acciirsi made himself mas^ 
ter of the secret, I know not ; but having 
done so, he never ceased from importun- 
itig nie upon th(^ sulgect, threatening to 
cEhscldse the purport of Peralta's will, and 
fO'H^nd th& portion of Frandsca from her 
hxnily. The strong dislike I felt to me^ 
th^ odium which this disclosure must hAre 
brought upon dur house, tempted me to 
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listen to his proposals, to break my reso^ 
lution, and to change the destination of 
my child ; but Delia Bardia has hurried 
on beyond the limits I had conceded ; and 
without waiting for the approbation of any 
member of her family, has possessed him- 
self of the hand of Frandsca. It is now 
too late to remedy this evil, and will be 
useless to expose the private transactions 
of our house; therefore, as Accursi has 
given me his word to keep the secret till 
Solanto's daughter is secured, we must 
compromise the matter with him." 

This detail was far from satisfactory^ even 
to count Luna, who observed, that it was 
something unlike the usual spirit of his mo- 
ther thus to yield to the insolence of Del- 
la Bardia, 

" The fear," she said, " of throwing any 
impediment in the way of her son's suc- 
cess with the daughter of Solanto, and an 
unwillingness to expose the name of Luna 
to the censure which might have fallen 
upon it, from any false statement of the 
affair, induced .her to temporize, when the 
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audacity of Aocnrsi led him to the ttep 
he had taken ; bnt as resentment on their 
part would now be of no avail, the coun- 
tess earnestly implored her son to over- 
look the past, and when his own nuptials 
were completed, to acknowledge and re- 
oAve his sister ; nor to weaken the power 
and influence of his family by dissensions 
among themselves, particularly at a junc- 
ture like the present, when so much was 
at stake. 

Don Sigismund had never befbre seen 
bis another acting under any other influ- 
ence than that of her own ungovemed 
temper. She was was now attempting to 
gloss over the unjustifiable act to which 
ambition, and the desire of aggrandizing 
her son, had excited her ; and suffering 
under the fear of confessing enough to 
condemn her in the eyes of the count, or 
of concealing so much as might draw 
Ibrth the anger of Accursi, \t was with dif- 
ficulty she restrained her rage against the 
latter ttom bursting out ; but the terronr 
dt his vengeance were more than she 

V9L. III. I 
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dared venture to provoke. Unaccustom- 
ed to contradict his mother, or to question 
the propriety of her conduct, count Luna 
did not^ in the present instance, doubt the 
truth of her statement ; and however he 
might wonder at her actions, it did not 
enter his imagination to discredit or con- 
demn them; and when he parted from 
her, after the explanation she had chosen 
to give, she congratulated herself, with no 
little justice, on the good effects her ma- 
nagement had produced. 

k «cu J„ of the party ftoo, the 
Casa di Perollo was soon made known to 
count Luna and his friends, who, impa- 
tient of their long confinement, eagerly 
caught at an opportunity of sacrificing 
some of their enemies, and resolved no 
longer to wait for don Giacomo alone, but 
to assail any of his friends either by force 
or stratagem. 

The conduct of those who were now to 
be sent out against the adherents of Pe- 
rollo, was given to Accursi d'Amato, Fer- 
rante Luchese, and Fietio Infontanetta, 
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who Sheeting twenty of ttie boldest and 
stoutest of their followers, prepared, with 
joyful alacrity, for the encounter. 

Every thing had been so long in readi- 
ness, that no time was lost ; but as soon 
as it was decided to whom the enterprise 
was to be confided, they mounted their 
horses, and rode furiously towards the 
Porta degli Bagni, whither Antonio Mar- 
gieri and his band had directed their course. 

Fearing lest any accident should pre- 
vent his sanguinary purpose, Delia Bar- 
dia exhorted his companions to lose no 
time in the pursuit; nor when within 
musket-shot, to wait for parley, or to ^ve 
their enemies time for preparation, but to 
level their carbines, and let none escape 
them. 

They then hurried on, with all the 
qpeed the rugged pathway would admit ; 
and on reaching the brow of the descent to- 
wards the baths, saw their enemies at no 
great distance before them. — ** Now for 
JLuna and Peralta !** exclaimed Delia Bar- 
dia ; and such was their impatience, tha^ 

i8 
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tlieir first voWej, which had they reserved 
thdr fire till a nearer approach, nAf^ 
have been &tal to half the oomponiona of 
Margieri» wounded but two of them. His 
brother fell from his horse, and Scasiza* 
idla received a ball thraug|) bis shoulder. 

The retainers of Perollo halted; stir- 
prised, but not dismayed, they faced their 
enemy. Antonio exhorted them to nnke 
a gallant defence — ^' Our only hope/' he 
said, *' must be in cutting our way 
through this troop of aBsassins*" Some of 
the men attempted to raise the &llen. body 
of his brother, but life was totally extinct. 

'* To revenge his fall is all we now can 
do," said MaFgieri. ** Attend to Scanza- 
reUa.'' 

The latter seemed incapable of sitting has 
horse; but his companionsplac^ themselves 
around him, and gallantly advanced against 
Ae adherents of Luna. Though the num^ 
bers were so fearfully unequal^ an ardu- 
otts struggle ensued ; the valour of the as^ 
sail&nts was met with as determined kso- 
^"ition. SeanzareUa was totally hicapafcit , 
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of defence and the generosity of his com* 
panions would not allow liiem to neglect 
hia safety ; but they attempted in vain to 
fiiree their way through their opponents. 

The fight was long and obstinate; three 
of the ptftisans of Luna had fidten, and 
Infimtan^ta was wounded. Maigieri and 
hia fiiends had also suffered severely ; and 
Scanzarella, during the oonflict, fell fiom 
his honey and, in qiUe of the exertions of 
his party, was tcampled to death beneath 
their diargers.' The adherents of Perollo 
b^^an to give way«~Aceursi d^Amaio 
pressed on with sanguinary furjr ; he had 
received a wound from the sword of Mar* 
^eri, and infuriated at the sight of his flow-* 
ii^ blood, redoubled his blows. 

^ Let us retreat to the lower road/' said 
one of Antonio's men, ** and we ma}'' gain 
the advantage of the ground, and succeed 
in reaching the castle gate, or obtain suo- 
OKUfs to match the number of our ene- 
mies." 

DeUa Bardia pressed violently forward, 
cttdeavouring to prevent their retreat. 
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when his horse fell, and he received at the 
same time a violent blow from the hand c^ 
Margieri, which rolled him in the dust; but 
the sword had only lighted on his helmet, 
and sheared the plume from his crest Don 
Ferrante threw himself from his horse, and 
extended his shield over his fallen friend. 
The party were thrown into some confu- 
sion, and Antonio again strove to force 
his way through ; but they still closed up 
the road against him ; and Delia Bardia 
was be^nning to recover, when the ob- 
jectsi^his vengeance wheeled round, took 
advantage of the exertions their enemies 
were making to remount the fallen bar 
ron, and finally succeeded in gmning the 
lower road. Soon however they were 
pursued by Luchese, and several of his 
men, who once more discharged their car* 
bines, and wounded Margieri, and two of 
hiis^ followers. They again encountered 
on the brow of a hill, nearly within view 
i^PeroUo Castle. Antonio, though suf- 
fering severely from his wounds, roused 
the courage of his men — ^* One more sue- 
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cessfiil straggle," he said, ^ and we shall 
teach these ruffians to stoop to the valour 
of PeroUo.^ 

•* Hew them down for Luna and Pe- 
ralta r* exdidmed Delia Bardia, forcing his 
horse impetuously up the hill towards the 
scene of action ; ^ vengeance for the in- 
sult I received," he continued, aiming a 
blow at Margieri, *' shall soon overtake 
Perollo and his slaves." 

His antagonist warded the stroke ; and 
exiting all his remaining strength and 
skill, he deprived the furious baron of his 
sword, who, catching a dagger he wore by 
his side, made a second blow, which, fall- 
*mg short of Antonio, wounded his horse, 
which springing forward from the pain, 
flew up the rocky way, but not till the 
sword of his gallant rider had inflicted a 
deep wound in the side of Accursi. Lu- 
chese once more rushed forward to defend 
him, but the party of Margieri seeing their 
leader borne away by his ungovernable 
steed, rode afl;er him, and left the followers 
of Delia Bardia to attend to him, and re- 
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9tore the sword of which he had beea de- 
prived. Begardless of the blocMJl which 
flowed from his wound, he urged his oom* 
rades to the pursuit ; but their oppon^its 
bad gained the fiummit of the hilU and 
were too near their friends in the castla ta 
afford any hopes of completing thdj* mur- 
derous intentions ; the party therefore rode 
back in search of those who had fallen m 
the affray. 

Near the bottom of the hiU lay the 
Corpse of the younger Margieri, who had 
been the first vicUm of DeHa Bardia mA 
his crew. A bullet had struck him through 
the head^ and he had fallen inataintly lifi^ 
less. His friends bad r0m9^ed him fi^im 
the roadway; but when they i^and tU 
their attentions to him were in vain, they 
abandoned him, in the hope of saving the 
i¥Ounded Scanzarella. 

When the murderers arrived where the 
body laid, they halted, to ei\joy the sight 
of their bloody act-^'* It is Margieri'^ \m>^ 
ther," said one of the party, lookijag at the 
dead man. In an instant Aecmfsi had 
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thrown himsdf from bis borse^ and, in 
sfibe of fidntness, he seiied ibe lifidess 
body witii alook of savage fuiy, which ap» 
pttUed even the hearts ci his oompanionSy 
and dashing it npcm the rock, stamped vi- 
olently npon it, hewing it with his swwd, 
and imprecating curses on all the adhe- 
rents of Percdio, and more particulariy the 
race of Margieri. Ludiese remonstrated 
against this useless barbarity ; but Ddla 
Bardia stiU continued to vent his n^ upon 
the corpse till the exertion brought a se- 
cond stream of blood from his side, and he 
sunk lifeless beside the object of his san- 
guinaiy vengeance. 

The body of Scansarella had been trod- 
den ui die dust beneath the horses feet ; 
but Luchese ordered both that and the 
nratilated remains of Mar^eri, to be con* 
veyed to the neighbouring convent of San 
Francisco. Of their own party, two were 
dead, a third desperately wounded, Ac- 
corsi senseless from loss of blood, and In* 
fontanetta scarcely able to sit his honei 

IS 
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They were however greeted <mi their re- 
turn with rapturous joy, though their 
work had been so imperfectly pa&rmed ; 
yet to have made their first assault on 
the party of PeroUo, seemed to be the be^ 
gaming of the series of triumphs which 
they confidently anticipated. 

Don Sigismund appeared unable to 
express the pleasure he took in the ser- 
vice his fiiends had performed. As soon 
as Accursi was a little recovered, he over- 
whelmed him with thanks, presented him 
with a Valu&ble diamond, and declared him- 
self eternally obliged to him. To Luchese 
he presented a valuable charger, and gave 
Infontanetta a jewel of great price; whilst 
to all the vassals engaged in the expedi- 
tion he ordered a ccmsiderable largess to 
be ^ven. The gates of the castle were 
thrown open, and the whole troop issuing 
out, paraded the streets in complete ar- 
mour, as if in triumph at their victory, 
and in defiance of the vengeance of the 
baron Pandolfina. 

On their return to the castle, the count 
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ordered a banquet to be spread in the great 
hall, and all the retainers to be feasted. 
Such of the nobles of the dty as had hi- 
therto remained secret enemies of Perollo, 
now flocked to the castle of his adversary. 
Amongst others^ came Del Nadore^ and 
one of his colleagues in office, Giovanni 
Maurid — ** But here comes one,** said 
count Luna» ** whom I hardly hoped to 
see amongst us — Geronimo Ferrara !** 

**" No good purpose brings him here,*" 
said Adriano, in a low voice. *^ Under 
the mask of friendship and candour, he is 
the spy of d<m Giacomo, and now will 
strive to &thom all our future plans. Un- 
der pretence of healing the strife which is 
begun, he comes to wrest our weapons 
from our hands, and give us up^ defenceless 
and unarmed, as victims to the rage of 
Pandolfina.** 

^ We have never found him false,** said 
Sigismund. 

'' From whom but some such neutral 
friend can PerdUo have had such infor* 
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UMitiioii M he riway$ bo9rt9 of §31 our pdr 
¥ftte aotioas ? Thift too is the fidend, wbo, 
I siupeot, oarried the pcnson to Soltnto^s 
cam, whidi blighted «tt your bopes from 
thwoe/' 

The new tpproiteb of the p&9on of 
whom he spoke cbeoked Feralta« The 
oontradt c^ the tsU and venerable figure of 
Femura, with the surrounding groups, 
struck Luna fo«dbly. Totally imartne^ 
(jad only in the Fobes of peaces he advanced 
dow ly through the crowd of armed w»- 
ricm who filled the l^ll ; bis white locks 
hung from bis uiK^v^ed head, and an air 
of sad and ^%\mt oofnmiseration marked 
hia eounteriaBee, as he reoeived the em- 
bnee of don Sigismund. Like an evil go- 
nins, Adriano stood by the side of his 
kinsman, ready to misinterpret every word 
and action of Ferrara. 

** W^oome, don Geroniwc^ aoiongst 
my friendSj^" said Luna, kindly ; " I had 
smrcely hoped to a^e you with us ; and 
the high valiue I have always f^t for your 






fiMi mid rrnHitniwi thas^iat 



Adritfio; * hewas jnftfleentocomefivai 
the Casa di Fmffla^ and has jwhAlj 
been uigiiig the fluk of Ut young 
Fcderioo, with the man 
to ocHiquer na— 4iis flghs and gnnno.*' 

*^ I have knows your c^oGfiensa," $tid 
Ftnva» ** from iaEncj to manhood ; I 
have watched with intoeat and aflbdion 
the growth of your tnanj riitues, and hh 
mentad the fcnblea I have $ean ame a- 
mongst them. I had hoped to see hononr 
and renown aoeiunulatod on the house of 
Luna by count Sigismund, and cannot 
but regret the dao^g^mia piectpiee to which 
you are now hastening. Hear m^> (Nwnt 
Luna ! these deadly fioe^ to the house of 
PeroUo would seiae the aarpent by any 
other hands than their own ; for the love 
of Heaven, and aU its aainte, listen not to 
their seductions ! in atekiim the ruin of 
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P8ndolfina*8 race, you seek, at the same 
ixtne, the downfal of your own. By every 
tie of humanity, by every bond of Chris- 
tian charity, I implore yoii to attend to 
me ! I willingly offer myself as a media- 
tor between the chieftain of Perollo and 
yourself; I pledge my life and honour to 
redress your wrongs with full and ample 
satis&ction— with oblivion for the past, 
and for the future the friendship of tlie 
baron Pandolfina, which shall more avail 
to your happiness and glory, than dl the 
pbwer of such false fnends as those, who, 
for their own interest, and thdr own re- 
venge, are urging you on to certain de- 
struction.'*^ 

Count Luna turned away in silent an- 
ger. 

^ This well-delivered speech, signor Gre- 
ronimo," saicl Adriano, '* comes a little too 
late and out of season." 

An insulting laugh from Del Nadore 
applauded the reply; but the frowns of 
many of the party shewed that they felt 
the reproaches of Ferrara deeper. 
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Se saw Ae fruitless natnre ct his vu&t, 
and with a respectfiil salutation^ whidi 
i^as unlMeded by Luna, retired from the 
ludL 

^ Insolent and malignant spy r said Ta- 
lyavia ; ** has don Giaoomo no better me- 
thods of defence than to send such emissa- 
ries here, to sow dissensimis in our party ?^ - 
. ^ Unless don Sigismund intends to 
countenance the aspersions this insidious 
foe has cast upon us aU,** said Adriano, 
^ he will give his ordefs that punishment 
shall speedily overtake him.*' 

^ His blood alone can wash away the 

indignity !" cried Calandiino. 

Luna still was silent. 

** A ^offious opportunity is now o£fer- 

ed," continued Adriano, ^ to shew the 

ccmfid^iee you feel in your friends; to 

piove to the Feiollo!, tiiat endeavours 

to alienate your affection from us, will 

meet with exemplary diastisement And 

it wHl be a lesson," he added, in a low* 

er tone, ^ to all who may henceforth aid 
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and abeil the troMheiiei of Fcderioo with 
CcNitdnza di Sol«nto/ 

*^ Be it as you wiU," aaid ^g^smsmi. 

*' Follow the traitor, and dispatch lun 
iurtantly !** cried Adriano, loudly. 

Sevend of tbe vaMals, at tlie lower part 
of tbe hall, half intcxxioated with wkie^ 
and the ardour of the time, rushed furi- 
ously into the streets towards the abode of 
Fecftra, who was proceeding up the flight 
of .afepa to his residenee ; but seeing the 
ssppmrnik of some of the partisans of Luna, 
bearing the badges ct their faction, and 
biandishing their naked wes^Kms, he stop- 
ped to watch their proceedings ; they ad* 
vanced rapidly tow»'ds him, but he &lt 
neither fear nor suspicion^ when two of the 
ruffians, running up the stseps, buried 
their poniards in his side, aod he fell a 
lifeiess corpse firc^n the top of the steps to 
the bottom. 

The murderers having eompleted their 
aet of butchery, they returned, waving their 
bloody weqMms, and crying^-*^ Viva La-» 



nft C JnCDlB . ^KmX S XiBHMtf JBiL lis 

spies!" 
Their 

exiiUatioQ bgr 
Luha looked 




ifiirt I 



The retom of ^bigipri jcd l^ 
edanodales had excited a gcncnl iod^ 
DatUm tfaioQ^ioiit the Caa di Feralhk 
Thi8 yfnp^Hf"t vaaak and ^^^^W^y of don 
Giacomo usged him nitfa i^diemeDoe to 
allow them to revenge die outrage bj an 
attack OQ the Caafeddi Luna. 

Tba baron, however, finoly redsted 
thair wtraatiei^ reioiyed to sfaud on the 
dafeanve* and call on the viceioy to pii^ 
niabt by a kgal procesi^ the atioeiow oi* 
fimdwf. He well knew that an wt of vir 
glence on hii part would be a pka with 
hia enemiaft to juatify any fnture Crimea 
they might commit ; and. aa a strenuoiia 
defender of the kwa of bis country, be did 
not choose now to violate them, by taking 
the redress of his partiMns into his own 
handa» 
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To the entreaties of his followers he re-- 
plied, by pointing out how much beneatlt 
their characters as soldiers it would be, to 
take upon them an office which would 
soon be performed by the public execu-- 
ticmer ; and how derogatory to them, as 
citizens and adherents to him, who in 
every instance had maintained the cause 
of civil justice, to give themselves up to 
their passions, and be parties in exciting a 
popular commotion fix)m motives of private 
feeling. 

The murder of don Geronimo Ferrara 
was soon lifter known, and excited deeper 
feelings of horror and detestation, plung- 
ing all the family of Pandolfina in sorrow 
and affliction. ^ The baron invited all ccm- 
nected with him, by any tie whatever, to 
take refuge within the walls of his castle, 
until the violent faction of their enemies 
could be brought to legal punishment. 

Every member of the family repaired to 
the castle, with all their retainers, except 
Francisco FeroUo, who had been placed 
by don Giacomo, with Del Nadore, among 



the five giurati of llie citr, and wbo ex- 
cased fajinscif ficm Ins affidal ca|M K ity> 
but aft«waids eaoqped from Sciaoci, ter- 
rified at tiie danger of the name he bore. 

Count Samboca, his ladj, and her hro* 
ther the baron Cdano, who were in the 
city at the time» availed themsdves cf^tte 
protection offered by their kinsman ; and 
before evoiing, all PeroIlo*s connexions in 
Sdacca had secured themselves within his 
towers. The drawbridge was up» the walls 
well manned ; and, without any act of hos* 
tility, Pandolfina manifested his resolution 
and ability to protect to the utmost his fa- 
mily and friends from the outrages of their 
infuriated enemies. 

The passing events were easily conceal- 
ed from the unhappy baroness Solanto, 
who appeared gradually sinking under her 
sorrows ; but her kind hostess, though 
anxious and alarmed at the threatening 
evil, still bore herself with the composure 
and dignity of her general character. 

Marguerita exerted herself more than 
she had done since the melancholy death 
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of har &ther, to dje&t the spirits of 'Co6- 
taiiZ8» and asmt m the care of the baron- 
ess, and the exertion appeared to be of in* 
finite use to her. 

The signwa di Solanto speat her time 
fdniost entirely with her mother^ and 
struggled with her own feelings of des* 
pcmdency to dieer the baroness. V«ffue 
tidings had been heard of some fersosas 
who were seen in the moontains at no 
great distance from Sambuca; but this 
tale could give no due to the mysterious 
disappearance of Solanto* The environs 
of the csfisino had carefully been searched^ 
and as no trace of blood, nor the marks of 
any violence, had been discovered, Pan- 
dolfina and his fiiends were still sanguine 
in their beUd» that the baron was only 
held in confinement by the policy of the 
Luna faction, until don Sigismund bad 
secured the hand of Costansa. 

Duni^ these events, Federico had re- 
mained a silwt, but deeply-interested spec- 
tator; whenevtf Costanza appeared, he 
had» by every delicate attention^ attratipt- 
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ed to cbeer her ^xrits, and to inspire her 
with hopes for the safety of her fiither, and 
the ultimate recovery of her mother^ and 
declared his readiness to undertake any 
plaui she might devise to discover intelli- 
gence of her lost parent. 

His conduct failed not to make the im- 
pression it deserved-— Costanza felt and ap- 
preckited his delicacy. From the moment 
she bad considered her engagement with 
count Luna at an end, she had ceased to 
prevent her thoughts from dwelling on 
Federico Perollo; and although during 
her present distress she had few moments 
in which her mind was unoccupied by the 
doubtful state of both her parents, yet 
there were intervals at which she did think, 
and think favourably, of Federico. 

The count Sambuca offered to make his 
way to bis castle, and raismg his own re- 
tainers, and the friends of Perollo, the 
maiqais Qeraci and the baron Partanna, 
to reinibree the garrison within the casde ; 
but thdr strength was eonfidered fUUy 
adequate to the defence, and hb offisr was 



4eg«. The wMdifu! tare of tliie baton 
«id don Pa<4d saw every thing phced in 
seetmty, and the night passed without 
any attetnrpt, fiY>ni the adhefents of LiU* 
na, to distutf) the peace of the Caisa £ Pe- 
folla 
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CHAPTER VI. 



^ Go bid the timid lover choose^ 

And 1*11 resigo my charter. 
If be for ten kind how-d'y*dos. 

One kind good-bye would barter." 

The viceroy received, at Messina, the in- 
fi)nnation forwarded to him by FeroUo, re- 
specting the afiairs of Sdacca, and instant- 
ly summoned the council of state, to com- 
munieate to them the contaits of the dis- 
patdies he had received* 

Count Sigisround di Luna, his highness 
informed the assembly, having placed him* 
sdf at the head of a factious multitude, 
and being joined by many nobles in Sd- 
aoca and its vicinity, had made himself 
master of the city : theie being no povp;er 
suffidoit to curb thdr deeds of lawless vi- 
olence and outn^f the insoi^gents had at- 

VOL. III. X, 
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tacked a party c^ the adherents- of the ba- 
ron Fah^olfina, some of whom they Kad 
slain» and others desperately wounded; 
and afterwards most inhumanly murdered 
don Geronimo Ferrara, a cavalier of rank, 
whose virtues had endeared him to all his 
fellow-citiaens. And, further, he stated, 
that the rebels who had thus outraged the 
majesty of the empire, and the laws of civil 
society, still sought the destruction of the 
gallant don Giaoonko FeroUo; and that, 
unless their crimes were visited with 
promptness and celerity, these atrocious 
transactions would affix an eternal stain 
upon the present government of the island. 

The council were unanimous in express- 
ing their abh<Mrrence at the conduct of the 
insurgents, and in advising the most de- 
cided measures to be instantly taken for 
bringing them to punishment 

It was resolved, tliat don Geronimo Sta* 
tella, barone del Mundino, a noble Cata- 
nese officer, should be sent with a suffi* 
dent milltuy force to quell the disturb* 
ance ; and, that his proceedings might not 



vrmot the soicHBitr cf legd j rlLak^, m 
numbar of u limn Tub i mod Inrra 
to attend Imn, tar tke puipugs of 
Ding into the aflEnr, and of icfictingpQ- 
nishment upon tliegBiitj. 

To don Gcfonnna^ the niBUHnlii, his 
highness psKticnfarij cnnmended his 
friend, the buon Faidolfini, desiiii^ that 
erery ptoviflOD mi^it he made to ensure 
his safety, and that his wishes sfaoold be 
attended to in aH unHe r s of conseqnence ; 
to which he added his earnest request, 
that all the expedition whidi justice would 
permit should be made in dispafdiing the 
affair, in order that the troops shoidd not 
be taken fitxn their destination, but, if pos- 
sible^ return in time to embark with the 
rest of the army for Italy. 

The messenger who bad brought the 
intelligence from Sdacca was sent back 
without delay, with an account of the de- 
termination of the viceroy, and the pre* 
parations which were making in conse- 
quence ; he was also the bearer of private 

k8 
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dispatches from his highness, which can- 
fained orders for the nnfnedi4te return of 
Federico and Gaetano to head-quarters, 
the Imperial mandiite heing expected for 
the embarkation of the troops, and as, at 
all events, the viceroy wished to remove 
the young men from the scene of tumult 
and contest 

in four days the courier arrived in Sci- 
acca, delivered his dispatches, and an- 
nounced the coming aid. The letters 
which he brought aU gave unmixed plea- 
sure and satisfoction to Perollo, save that 
which contained the order for the departure 
of his son and Pignatelli. 

To Federico this summons was a sen- 
tence which condemned him to despair 
and misery; he had of late indulged in 
such flattering hopes, that the blow, though 
no other than he had every reason to ex- 
pect, overwhelmed him with the deepest 
sorrow. From the exertions of the go- 
vernment he had confidently expected the 
release of Solanto, whose connexion with 
count Luna would undoubtedly be at an 



I 
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end, and himsdf therefore at liberty t^ of* 
fer his hand to the lady Costanza ; and, 
just at this important^ crisis, to be called 
away, was a trial of fortitude not likely to 
be borne with equanimity by the ardent 
spirit of a youthful lover. 

He received from his father the orders 
and the information contained in the dis- 
patcbes^ and concealing, as much as pos^ 
ble, the distress he felt, said^ he would find 
Gaetano^ and communicate to him the iur 
telligenee; and left the apartment^ intend- 
ing to go to his own, and there endeavouf 
to leoover his^ oompqsure, when, huriying 
alcHig the corridor, he was met by Coatanzi^ 

The agitation of his cpunten^Qipf terri- 
fied her, and scarcely able to support heif- 
sel£ she clasped her banc^i as ift supplica- 
tion to Heaven, and exclaimed — ** Ql^ 
PeroUo! for what neifinis^W) I to pre- 
pare?'* 

'' None, none, to you, I trust, I^dy Cosr 
tanzaf do not alarm yoursdlf ; sit down 
here,** he said, op^iing the door of the 
nearest room. 
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•* There must be something, signor,** she 
said, ** or you could not look so changed 
since you left us just now." 

" Dearest lady Costanza, I was distress- 
ed by an order from the viceroy ft* my in- 
stant departure." 

Costanza felt ill, and looked very pale, 

Federico sat down by her, and took her 
unreluctant hand. — " If," he said, much 
embarrassed, " I could only hope that my 
going or my return could be of interest to 
you, I should quit even you more cheer- 
fully." 

Costanza trembled with emotion, but 
v\ras silent. 

*' Tell me, dearest Costanza^ may I 
hope?" 

She tried to speak, but burst into 
tears. 

' Federico drew her towards him, with 
the arm which had supported her to her 
seat, and she wept upon his shoulder in 
uncontrollable agitation. 

For some minutes the feelings of both 
were at too high a pitch for words ; and 
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Fedbrira WW jost bcgliniiig to poor forth 
hu gratitude and joy, when die <^»aning 
door shewed the hanmett Fkndolfimu 

Costanxa started up» and threw herself 
into her arms. 

^ My child, how is this? Federico^ 
have you forgottm finr a moment the si 
tuation of hAy Costanza ?^ 

^ My dear mother, I met die lady Cos- 
tanza, when I oould think of nothing but 
the agotiy of leaving hen" 

•* liCaving her, my son !*• 

** Do not you be distressed, my beloved 
mother ; we have been all along uncertain 
how soon this order might arrive.'* 

** And has it come, my darling child ? 
Good Heavens, to be taken from me at 
such a time! yet, how often have I thought 
that you were safer any where than in iki* 
aeca during these scenes of tumult and 
hwrar.*' 

In the quickly-sueoeeding idea of part- 
ing firom her son, the baronesi had Ibrgot' 
ten Cnrtawai tor a niomeiity hot immedu 
stdy reooOeetiiig henriC she emhraocd her 
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affectionately, and said — ^ I caiinot chide 
you now, my children, though there are 
two who mil have great right to do soi; 
Federico, though you might perhaps reek- 
on on your own father's ha{^nes8 at re- 
ceiving the lady Costanza into his femHy, 
still }rou could not answer for the baron 
Solanto." • 

Costanza hid her. Uushes on the bosotn 
of the hardness, as she whispered tiiat her 
father was not less indulgenti Mid tiiat her 
engagement with count lama he himself 
had broken. 

^ li would be to me,** said the baroness; 
** a happiness only inferior to your own, 
my children, to witness the compte^if oi 
your wishes ; but, for the present, drcum'* 
stanced as we all are, let the subject be car- 
ried no farther.** 

Federico was just beginning to feoKm- 
strate, when the baroness interrupted him 
with a smile, and added — ^'^ So much ap- 
pears to have been effected by this sudden 
event, and the explanations it has pro* 
diiced, that surely, Federico, you may de« 
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part with ocmfideiice; and wilfaout urging 
our Costanaa to repwt the happiness she 
has conferred upon you ; remember her su 
tuation at present^ and the deUcacy which 
is required from every member of our fa* 
mily.** 

Perollo, who was silent^ and gazing on 
the blushing half-averted face of Costanzay 
heeded not his mother's inquiry respect* 
ing the tidings which had arrived with his 
orders. When she again repeated her 
question, he endeavoured to collect his 
thouglits, and to reply. 

The signora di Solanto, with an affec* 
tionate embrace to the baroness, made her 
escape from the apartment, and Federico 
then seemed to recover the use of his fa* 
culties. — ** Troops,"* he said^ ^ are now 
marching hither, under the command of 
don Geronimo Statella, barone Mundino, 
with a sufficient number of legal advisers 
to search into and punish the atrodous 
crimes of these lawless ruffians ; their ar« 
rival may be expected, in two or three 

kS 
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days, and inmiediately after their coming 
we must obey our orders, and join his 
highness at head-quarters." 

'* At any other time I should more 
deeply have regretted our separation,** re- 
plied the baroness ; ** but it will now be a 
consolation to me to know that you are 
safely removed from this scene of vindic- 
tive hatred, far from the machinations of 
the Luna party ; and in the uncertainty 
under which the family o£ the baron So- 
lanto suffer from his absence, it is better 
for the lady Costanza that you should be 
removed for a while, till, under better aus- 
pices, your mutual wishes may receive the 
sanction of both your families; and I trust, 
my child, that yoii will not sieek, by any 
engagement, made without the ccmsent of 
her parents, to bind the lady Cdstanza. It 
might be considered as taking an undue 
advantage of the circumstances which have 
driven her here for protection, and not 
only h^ a stain upon the name and family 
of PeroUo, but displease the baron Solanto, 
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and eventually be a bw to the cblAplletion 
of your hopes."* 

Federioo acknowledged the justice of his 
mother's sentiments, and with feelings very 
difierentfrom those which hadtxx^upied 
his bosom a few minutes before, he re- 
sumed his search for Gaetano. 

He found his friend upon the rampart^ 
with don Paolo. — ** By your appearance, 
Federioo^" said Pignatelli, ** the messenger 
from my unde has brought pleasant Intel- 
ligenoa" 

** Qrden are come for our immediate 
appearance at Messinat** answered Fede* 
rico. 

^ And is that the cause of your exube* 
rant happiness ?** asked Gaetano^ in amaze* 
ment. 

Don Paolo also looked astonished, but 
said notfainiE* 

** The barone dd Mundino will be here 
in a day or two^ with fiifoes sufBdent to 
quell the insoigents,'' aaid Penrflo. 

"^ And what bende? some still better 
news remains behind.* 
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*' Nay," said GaetaiKV " I am not to be 
UM that the sel^^retulation and Measure 
ill yoiir coantenance proceed dther iroiti 
iHe atificipation of our campiiigii in Italy, 
or that of don Gefonimo Statella and the 
hangman in Sdao^ ; something more has 
given you these stnlles — has any intelli- 
geno^ been received of the baron Solanto?* 

** No,**' said Federiod, looking gravely. 

^ And am I to receive no further eluci- 
dation on the subject ?** asked Pignatelli. 

** I have seen the lady Costanza^"^ said 
Ferollo, and hesitated. 

^^ Really T said his fiiend : ^ why I should 
have thought you might have done tlie 
same yesterday, or any day for tliis fort* 
night. I suppose she is equally enchanted 
at the prospect of our departure.** 

*' The lady's sentiments upon the sub- 
Jecti** replied Federico, •• are all that I 
ivould have them ; and, for the acknow^ 
ledgment she has just made of them, I 
now ask the congratulations of don Paolo 
md yourself.** 
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'«< You have done nodnng dkndestitie, 
my dear Federico ?** asked the former. 

•• My mother," he answered, * has not 
refiised her approbaticm." 

** Whatthe baroness does not condeinii,'^ 
said don Paolo, with a smife, ^ I rinill not 
long disapprove ;'' and embracing his yoang 
kinsman, he assured him oi the interest be 
should ever take in his happiness, ind that 
no event could give him equal satisfiKrtloh 
with that of seeing him united h»^fter 
with the signora di Solanto* 

^ All I am at present sure o^** replied 
Federico, ^ is the lady's consent The 
baron Solanto w31 soon, I hope, be re> 
stored to us, and not prove more ineit* 
oraUe to our wishes. At {Nnetent they re* 
main unknown, except to you, my Mends, 
and to my mother." 

*' But the particulars?" said Gaetano: 
^ as ftr as I may be indulged, do^ my dear 
fiiend, let me hear more on this subject" 

*' You have caught your mania fiom our 
fiur fiiend Sambuca, I fear," s«d PeroQp ; 
^ and this is no place fiir cxptaaalkNis." 
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. '^*N6t being so deeply interested ih de- 
taila of lova:^ conferences^ and having 
other ^affiiirs upon my faands," said don 
Paolo, '* I shall retire, wishing you all the 
happinef^ whkji an union with donna Cos- 
tanza propiies; and to signer Pignatelli, 
all the patience a confidant stands in need 
of." _ 

The ycHing men withdrew to the apart* 
ment o^ Gaetanp, where Federico detailed 
all his B9wly*Bicouraged hopes, which his 
friend no longer sought to discourage ; 
and the interview with Costanza seemed 
to have so entirely dissipated the cares of 
Perollo, ti^ he had never appeared in 
such spirits since his arrival at his father's 
bouse, as now on the eve of quitting it. 

The apprpach of the expected succours ^ 
from Messina gave general satis&ction 
throughout the castle ; preparations were 
busily carried on, as don Giacomo intend* 
ed to cffer the hospitalities of the Casa di 
Perollo to all the party. On the third 
day, the arrival of Statella was announced 
by a courierj dispatched to the giurati of 
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excite •■▼ swpkms of dBxnd, hot t^ 
quested tbe gcncnl and his tRMfR would 
bonour Mem \tf ^axs^ymg tbe Cm dfi Pe- 
foIk> daring Ikev siBf in Sdaeau 

Upon In cntEuiee into tiie dty, Ste» 
tdla pw c ec d c d iniBiediatGly to the resK 
deuce of die buon Ftoddfina, to thank 
him for his cifer, whidi, however, he de^ 
cdined accepting, as not wishing to give so 
public a demonstration of partiality ; and 
declared his intention of taking up his 
abode, during his stay, in the hoiiseof Ste^ 
fkno di Lauro^ near the church of St. Ca* 
taldo (which in later times was the pro* 
perty of don Fabricto del Carrcttov bnrone 
della Fabica, to whom it dcieondocl fVom 
his ancestors of the house of Luohf se): hut 
at the same time that the genarnl declln«d 
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ao($iepting the castle of don Giaeoiiio w a 
pennanent abode, hedid Bot leftiae to par* 
take of a banquet, which had been pre* 
pared in honour of his arriyal; and de- 
dared with how much pleasure he should 
returs to aroit himself of tibe kindness of 
the chief of PeroUo, as soon as he had made 
arrangements for the aocmQniodation of 
his followm. 

The house of don Ste&no was large and 
commodious, and easUy accommodated 
Statella, his officers, and the legal advisers 
who attended him, whilst the troops were 
quartered in the neighbourhood. The 
whole affair was quickly arranged, when 
Ihe general, and liis principal companions^ 
returned to fulfil their appointm^it with 
don Giacomo. A l<mg consultation took 
place between the chiefs, Statdlla profess- 
ing bis intention to be guided in all thing* 
by the advice of Pandolfina ; but requests 
ing that as.littiie open display as possible 
might be made of their private connex« 
ion, he informed PeroUo of the wishes of 
V viceroy, that the afi^ should be.dia^ 
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p^ tdic d mA ^Skjfomihk ^qieditjon, in 
oidar that die troofps miglit not be detw^ 
ed fiora didr destiiied servioe. 

^ Widi the number irf" our fiioids," re* 
plied Feiollo, ''it t^ppeam to me untie* 
oessaiy to retain aH the fibres the viceroy 
has flent us. The partisans ojT Lnna, see- 
ing the determined r^olution with, which 
his highness is prepared to assert thcf came 
of justice, will hardly think of oppoftitton ; 
and your excellenza may shew your aeal 
for the Impeiial cause, and your ooQfif 
dence in the lojralty of our citiasetos^ by 
dismissing part of your men witii my son 
and signorFignateUi, who retum to head* 
quarters the day after to-morrotV,^ 

To this proportion the general seemed 
mndi inclined to accede ; but don Pado 
urged, with great anxiety, thai! no such 
step ought to be ventured upon-*'^ It is 
at preset unknown to any of u^"* he said, 
^what force the oount now hm at Bivoniab 
or what addition he may be aUe to make to 
it The present power of your exoelkiixa 
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Will give you so decided a superiority brer 
any num()er of men which they can have 
the means of bringing forward, as to make 
all opposition- hopeless ; but having once 
reduced your strengtifi, they will gain con- 
fidence, and exert every nerve to avoid 
punishment, by adding to their crimes, 
and we may yet find ourselves too weak 
to resist thdur overwhelming force.** 

^ Your caution, my dear Paolo,** said 
don Giacomo, *' is always prudent; but in 
the present instance it is, I thinks rather 
carried beyond Tiedessity; and the Imperial 
cause may suffer even irom the slight re? 
duction of the force which is now in Sci- 
acca, besides the trouble and inoon veni* 
tnee it will hereafter be to convey them 
to the main body of the army, if they are 
delayed herd till after the expedition has 
set sail.** 

Statella seemed more inclined to listen 
to the baron than to don Paolo ; but no- 
thing was decided at the time, and the ge* 
neral inquired if any particulars had yet 
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QHH iMettam nugiic oe m- 
of >1iie deep into* 
ivliich kit H^koftM liie vicmiy Mt 
for the iMTOft H iifriiiin, and winch he 

had beat wnmmuA to ddmr. Fe^ 

deriop nuBedfataty eafiied the meange to 
the hdf CiftimuM (who woaU not leave 
her modier to «ppev at the faanqnet), and 
b ro u g ht hack her moat gmtefol aeknow* 
lei^iiieats for the hmdnesi ^rf" fats higfanea^ 
and dioae whom he had deputed to act 
£ar him. The ^noia di Solanto endea* 
Toared^ hat m vain, to restore her mother 
tohopeanddieerfiilneas; she had received 
a shock from which there appeared but 
little chance of her ever recovering, even 
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though: SolantD hU&i^ should be ioitaiit- 

The prOeeedings at Luna Castle^ after 
the murder of Fenara, had been much 
baffled by the precautions taken by don 
Giaeomo. The Luna party had hipped he 
would hate been instigated to scNme act of 
hostility, which would have exposed him 
to their arms; but sq well was the castle 
watched and guarded, and so Strictly w^re 
its inmateft confined ii^thUi its liittits, that 
no oecatton offered to gratify thdr ino^eaa- 
iiig desire foe sku^ter. The severe 
wound of Accursi d' Amato also confined 
him so dosely, that for airaie days he was 
no more AHe to excate others to action, 
than to unite with tinem in it. Another 
circumstance, vAaxAi considerably denmged 
their plans, was the prompt and decided 
flteps whidi the vkeroy appeared ahout to 
adopt Till the arriral of Statella in Sd^ 
Mca, they had fondly helped that the Im^^ 
periai mmdate would have obmpdled the 
duea to quit the island with all bis forcen^ 
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and that the orders of those 'who were to 
march to punish theu: oSeQces must be 
countermanded ; and that when once the 
army had quitted Messina, they would be 
able to act free from the fear of an over* 
whelming force. The irritation of don Si- 
gismund was contmually kept up by the 
artifices of his friend Adriano, and the 
v^emence of the countess, who seemed to 
have entered into the conspiracy with all 
the energy she possessed. Her pride was 
gratified in contemplating the strength 
and resources of the house of Luna, and 
her hatred and revenge fully satisfied in 
the anticipated downfall of Perollo. To 
the interference of her cousin, pope Cle- 
ment, she confidently looked for the Impe* 
rial pardon; and as aflSdrs between the 
pontiff and Charles ware a more amicable 
aspect, she £At no fears for the conclusion 
of all things aooordiftg to her wishes. The 
subject of Francisea was no longer one of 
audi anxiety as it had been; she had suc- 
ceeded in overocmiing any iU imprefision 
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it might leave upon the mind ot Si^-. 
mund; and upon the fuU acknowledge 
ment of her daughter's rights^ Della'Bar* 
dia repeatedly declared his intention of re- 
storing the pledges wjiich he held, and 
which she was so anxious to regain; 

The feelings of the party, in regard to 
the unhappy family of Solanto, were va- 
rious, and yet, openly, all appeared to con- 
tinue most anxious for the completion of 
the count's engagement with the lady Cos- 
tanza. Don Sigismund felt his passion in^ 
crease with the obstacles to its gratifica- 
tion ; he would almost have resigned his 
hopes of vengeance for the immediate pos- 
session of the object of his love ; and her 
present protection in the Casa di Perollo 
appeared amongst the heaviest crimes of 
Pandolfina« The affiction under which 
th^ laboured from the absence of the ba^ 
ron, was a sutgect on which he tliought as 
little as possible ; and when it did occur, 
be called to his recollection that his offered 
services had been refused, and those of his 
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enemy accepted ; and this, excuse was ge- 
nerally the antidote by which he quieted 
his conscience on that head. 

The countess^ though anxious to secure 
the wealth of Solanto to her scm, had yet; 
had so severe a proof of the spirit she 
should have to encounter in Costanza, that 
she had lost much of her real anxiety on 
the subject ; yet, in order not to displease ^ 
her son, she still kept up the appearance of 
being most sincere in the cause, and did 
not even hint at the pleasure with which 
she should receive as wealthy a bride, with 
a temper more obsequious and yielding. 

The baron Adriano^ the great mover of 
all the actions, and many of the thoughts, 
of Sigismund di Luna, in this, as in every 
thing else, consulted entirely his own ad* 
vantage and gratiiicati<MQ« The fury he 
had conceived against the baron for the 
exposure of his conduct, and the slight 
consideration in which the lady Costanza 
bad always held him, had steeled him 
against any suffering they might vneet 
with ; and as lie no longer counted w th^. 
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power and support of the bupn in their 
great design against PeroUo, he hud no 
motive to wish for the marriage ; wlukt, 
like the countess, he would willingly have 
transferred the count's aflfections to some 
female in whom he had not to fear a omn* 
teracting influence over his mind ; yet he 
knew the passion of Luna to be too vio» 
lent to bear opposition, and he fouiKl his 
jealousy of Federico PeroUo at afi times a 
useful weapon in his hands, wherewith to 
ndse the slumbering fury, or to stifle the 
risingfeelingsof moderation, in the bosom 
of his fnend. 

. The arrival of Statella in Sdacca threw 
all the party into consternation, and their 
debates uyon the sut^ect were long4ind 
anxious. To avoid the punishment they 
had provoked, or openly to defy i(^ was 
the alternative to which they appeared re« 
duced, and various were the opinions which 
were given on the dilFerent methods to be 
pursued. Adriano was inclined to tempo- 
rise — ^to disperse their assembly for ai time 
-^toconceal^the principal delinquents, and^ 
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by eveiy qpecies «f dday, to endexroiir to 
thwart the legal prooeedingv^ until Hie pa* 
tienoe of the Yioeroy should be worn out, 
and the troops ordered to their final desti- 
nation ; and when dear of these advena* 
lies, he said, they might again aas^nUe 
with what celerity they chose^and sate their 
anger against Pandolfina and his party. 

To this Delia Bardia, Calandrino, ai^ se* 
veral of the more vehement partisans, ur« 
ged the difficulty, and almost impossibility, 
of oonoealing so large a number of persons 
as would undoubtedly be involved in the 
proscription dictated by the vengeance of 
FeroUo. By separation also they would 
give their enemies the means of taking 
thcsn singly ; and without a hope of deriv- 
ing any advantage from resistance, their 
force would then be exterminated, and the 
purpose of their foe efiectually secured 
through their weakness and irresolution. 
Upon count Luna himself, left thus unsup* 
pwted and undefended, the heaviest 
wrath of don Giaoomo would assuredly 
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be poured, and not only would they be 
thus subjected to present punishment and 
degradation, but every future hope of com- 
passing their ends would be annihilated. 

The advocates for yielding to the storm, 
and withdrawing from its influence, de- 
clared the impracticability of resisting, 
with any hopes of success, the powers of 
the viceroy, united, as they would be, 
with the strength of PeroUo and hisfi-iends, 
and if necessary, by aid drawn from the 
neighbouring towns ; many also of those 
inSciacca,who had stood as neutrals during 
the contest of the rival families, would con- 
sider themselves as obligefd to take part 
with the representative of the Imperial 
power, and professed supporters of law 
and justice. 

Don Sigismund, though unwilling to 
give up his plan, and disband his men, 
though conscious of the heavy accusations 
which, in all probability, would be brought 
against himself^ yet could not but confess 
the fruitless prospect offered by open re- 
sistance. With respect to the deaths of 
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the younger Margieri and Scanzardla, he 
considered them as the chances of a hot- 
tile skirmish, for which no disgnKse could 
attach to his party; but the murder of 
Ferrara, even in his eyes^ appeared an act 
of intemperate barbarity. It was not^ 
however, now a question as to what had 
been done, but what course they must for 
the future pursue, to ensure their safety, 
and provide for their ultimate sucoesi in 
the contest 

A medium between the two opinions 
which had divided the party, ipas pro« 
posed by Pugiades, and met vrith appro- 
bation from all but DeUa Bardia, Ferrante 
Luehese, and Calogero Calandrina His 
advice was, that the prindpal actors in the 
late scenes should return to Bivonia, where 
tlie great body of their forces still remain- 
ed ; that the rest of the party iii Sdaccg 
should continue where they were^ with- 
out shewing themselves openly, or mak- 
ing any display of opposition ; not reAiung 
the jurisdiction of the viceregal messen- 

l8 
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l^rs^ bttt keeping etitu^ljr <>btt^ their Tray, 
and by every device creating dHBBkndty 
tod delay ; land shtelld eircutn^tailoes al- 
low 6f resisMnce, or the safety of tfadr 
diieftain, eount Luna, be endangered, he 
would still have finefe. efioagfa about him 
to defend his eastle for some time» until, 
by treaty, sdme terms might be procured. 

•* Whicth,'* added Adriano, " we may 
keep or break, as we may hetealfcar find 
most to our advantage." 

^' No, stgnoi^ barone,'' said Pugi^es, 
** warm as I am in the cause, and devoted 
to count Luna, I should cohsider it tio act 
of friendship towards him, to iMing disho- 
ntiur on his name and party, by compro- 
mising our good &ith even with don Gia- 
eomo PeroUo/' 

^^ Such sentiments," said Feralta, with 
gome slight appearance of shame at the re- 
proof, '' are proper to be held out in pub- 
lic, but we shall find them useless in- 
cumbrances in our jNresent conflict with a 
power so superior to our own." 

Don Sigismund interrupted the oonver- 
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sBtSkm, and gsi^ Ins most doeidBd appro^ 
bation to the counsel of don Miohele, in 
wfaSch he WJ19 followed by a harg^ majority ; 
and it was detennihed immediately to le* 
Hiove fifom Sciacea Accursi d'Amatp^ Fer« 
rahte Liudiese, Pietrb Infoiitanetta, and 
those men who had been eoncbf^ned in the~ 
attach on Margieri, and eedretly to retain 
the rest of their foree& 

The day befove Fedeiioo aqid Gaetano( 
were to leave Sciaooa, the latter entered 
the apartimc^ where the baroness usually 
passed the morning with her yx>iitiger chil- 
dren, with whom the good temper and per* 
petual cheerfulness of Pignt^teHi made 
him a very great &vaurite; and in a-rno* 
ment the boy had found employment foe 
him, in shewing the best way to new*£ea^ 
ther his ajrrows, and to new^frtring the bow 
with whieh |ie intended to perform mar- 
vds i^inst the Loina party ; for ail the 
moderation of the baroness could not pre- 
vent those who attended her children from 
teaching theiQ that the house of I^una 
were foes* 
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^ I proiniae yaa," said Gaetano^ ^ tfaat 
when I retoniy I will bring you the best 
bows and arrows in Sidly, if you will not 
insist on my repairing these just now, for 
I came to beg your mamma would in- 
dulge mein hdf an hour's conversation." 

^' Willin^y,*' said the baroness ; and 
giving permisnoa to the boy to seek his 
brother in the armoury, and to the ffAs to 
go to Margueritai, she remained alone with 
Gaetano, who now seemed he»tating what 
to say ; at last smiling, and sitting down 
by the baroness, he said — ^^ I am not clear 
that you will not think me very absurd^ or 
perhaps very vain, but I can think of no 
way so likely to be right, as one which will 
involve your excellenza a little in my ac- 
tions.** 

My young friend, what ails you ?** 
Nothing, I believe, except that I be^ 
gin to think that I have caught the com* 
plaint of Federico, and fallen in love. I 
confess, indeed, I do not feel in any danger 
of dying immediately of my passion, and 
that I have still some very ungaUant 
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doubteof such things ever taking place; but . 
I think that I should live very much hap* 
pier, and perhaps a little longer, if I could 
pass my future years with the signoxa Lan* 
dolini. I am afiaid I shall explain myself 
badly, but what I mean to say is, that I 
am conscious of a degree of attention to 
Marguerita, which, merely as her Other's 
friend, I should not have been justified in 
shewing. I know not if it has been agree- 
able to her or otherwise, or if she has 
thought enough about me, unoHinected 
•with her father, to have observed it ; for 
under so rec^it an affiction, to have sought 
such knowledge, would have been to in- 
sult her feelings; and going, as I am now, 
with the chances of war against my return, 
I would not seek to involve her in any en- 
gaganent, even if I were sure I could per- 
suade her to it But, my dear madame, I 
do not think it generous or hcmourable in 
a man, after particular attentions, to leave 
any doubt of his sentiments with the lady ; 
the world does excuse such things, but I 
could not ; and what I would request of 
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you IS, to assure her, whenever you tlnhk 
she will hear it most favourably, of ftiy xxvp- 
alterable respect and affbdion fbr h^ my 
earnest desire to devote my life to Hhe hup- 
phiess of hers; and to say ftrrflier, that 
though i^he is perie^ly free, my greafe^ist 
indulgence will be thifilfing iaiyself beund 
to her tiU i^ forbida m6 to do 9df.^ 

^Exctlient y^ng mranr said theba*^ 
rones^ whilst her countenante shewed how 
she estimated isuch uncommeli delicacy 
and generosity of feeling. ' 

•'. Do not praise me,'' teid <3aetM0, ^ fol- 
etideavoiuing to appropriate tlie ^4Sll-trieA 
worth of Margueriti^ : and 1 hu,ve yet m^ 
^tfaer commi^ion to trouble you with. 
This packet, if I return in safety, you win 
restore to me ; if otiierwise, it iA for Mar- 
goerita, and will g^e her the only thitig 
which would, I believe, add to her com*- 
fort now-^I mean the power of shewing 
that independence of the unequalled boun- 
ty of yourself and the . baron would not 
tibate her reject or affection towards you." 

** My dear young friend, Federico evar 
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qpc^e of yoar W€i<lb with 9o:nHU&JUthu* 
siasm, timt I ought not to ie 4iuqwised at 
what yoa now da; but I nuist'be heart- 
less indeed ii I received suoh {>it)o& of 
them unmoved. I trust uxii hope my 
lavelj protegee will receive in your safe^ 
return^ the most precious gift Heaven can 
bestow upon her. But let me ask you 
one question. Should you not consult 
your uncle, ere you dispose either of your 
fortune or your hand ?** 

^ lio, my dear madame, not in this in<> 
stance ; I am more than of age to act for 
myself, and my ibrtune is in mf. own 
power; though not large, it is sufficient 
to support our rank. If I am so happy as 
to be accepted by the signova Landolini, I 
shall bring into my fiunily one whose 
name is fully equal to my own ; and if my 
uncte objected, he would be unjust, and 
therefore unworthy of attention; and 
though I have all due respect for a natural 
guardian, still I should not choose to be 
always in.leading*«tring8; and if I suffered 

JUS 



S86 . THE FEUDS OF 

any ideM of my unde's futare wealth to 
make me trifle with the feelings of an 
amiable woman, I should deserve to be 
left in the world alone, without one tie of 
'friendship or affection to delight my youth, 
or to -cheer my age* But I have taken up 
your time unmercifully with my egotism ; 
allow me to thank you for your indul- 
gence " 

. " From the character of his highness,** 
said the baroness, ** there Is little danger 
of his disapprobation ; and upon one con- 
dition I will freely and willingly accept 
the oflfiee you have thought proper to con- 
fer upon me ; and this condition is, thai 
you inform the duca de Monteleone, im- 
mediately upon your arrival in Messina, 
of the steps which you have now taken." 

"Most readily," replied Gaetano; "it 
is far from my wish or intention that there 
should be any thing clandestine in an en- 
gagement upon which I shall always look 
lirith pride and satis&ction." 

" These love-tales of yourself and Fede- 
rico," said the baroness^ with a smile. 
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'^ odme to light under strange auspices-^ 
in the middt of discord and preparation for 

war," 

^ All will end at length in peace and 
amity,** said Pignatelli. 

•* Heaven make you a true prophet^ my 
young frigid ! I cannot but feel the anx- 
iety which the present time produces ; the 
events of both your declarations have gi- 
ven me a deep and lasting satisfaction." 

They conversed for some time on the 
subject of Marguerita, with whose charac- 
ter her kind protectress had every day ad- 
ditional cause to be captivated. 

Gaetano listened with no littie delight 
to so grateful a subject, and had never 
thought the baroness herself half so charm- 
ing. From the discussion of his affairs, 
they wandered to those of Federico and 
Costanza. 

*' I am most anxious,** said his mother, 
** for the event of the proceedings which 
will be instituted by the barone Mundino, 
in regard to the recovery of our lost friend. 
The restxMration of the baron Solanto would. 
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I hope, conifimi our happiness ; but fi^uld 
no information be procured r^tive to 
his mysterious absence, I tremble for the 
consequences. The baroness cannot long 
be supported in her present state of weak- 
ness and exhaustion ; and, in case of her 
death, the natural guardians of the lady 
Costanza may place obstacles in the way of 
their union, which may be insurmount- 
able." 

** A more proper connexion than with 
the heir of Pandolfina cannot, I should 
think, be found," replied PignatelU ; "and 
as the inclination of the parties is so pow- 
erful a plea, I doubt not but the influence 
of don Giacomo could procure an' Imperial 
mandate, which would set all debate upon 
the siibject entirely at rest." 

•* Federico could scarcely be more san- 
guine, or more ready in devising expedierits 
to remove all the difficulties in his way, 
than you are, signor." 

The conversation was interrupted, and 
the remainderof the day was passed in rather 
melancholy anticipation of the parting on 



itlienierrow. Tb^ hexrm and 8tateSa^fa«d 
ii^ld m long deliberiitfen <m l&e qttestian of 
Asmlssing the troop$. The flight of Ac* 
cursi d'Amiito and Iris eom^nions ftom 
6daoca wm soon rknown, as Ids Mmis 
vmheA not ^ cmkseal it» and ^seemed to* de- 
clare 'the inftentioiTs of hb paitty ^lk>(8ut)niit 
urithont 9tspmggle to legal authorfty. 

A summom which was 8c»it io oomit 
Xiuna to appear before the tributml, vras 
lee^ved Wiftout any rign of hoMilHy or 
resistence^ and niopreparation seemed mak- 
ing by the^party^ which cameff any diow 
of their intedtk>i» to resort to acts of vio- 
lence^ either to defend themaelveS). oro^ 
poae tlteir judges. 

Upon these grounds, and frotn the eon- 
sidevation: of the adi^ntage Jt would be to 
the- imperial airm» to set the troops* at li-^ 
berty ^ and shew that no internal discord 
made ihe retaiiiisig ganisona in. the is}aiid 
necessary to keep the pubUc peaoe^. ike 
baron Pandolfina waa desirous to expedite , 
their return.. 

'9tatdlla also was. amdooa tc^shew his i^r* 



wtkrdhiess 4a|d aotiyitTf in the cause Qf his 
Impanfll mteter, and to antidpate tke 
wishes of the tken^. 

D<Hi Paolo PeroUo bIoob r^isted the 
opinion of the. others ; and such was the 
wdght he possessed, that the dday of a 
day or two was granted, in wder to asoer- 
tain what efiect the oommenoemait of the 
legal proceedings would have upon count 
Luna and his partisans. 

Sent»ice of hanishment and outlawry 
was passed against Delia Bsffdia, Lu- 
diese, and Infontanetta, as principals in 
the murders of the younger Margieri and 
Scanzarella, against which accusation they 
had neglected to appear to yindicate them- 
selves* Giorgio Erasta, a vassal of the ba- 
ron Adriano, who had been one of the 
murderers of don Greronimo Ferrara, and 
who was taken . as he endeavoured to es- 
cape from the dty, was sentenced to death, 
and executed on the day foUcfwing. Yet 
no symptcMns appeared of any commotion^ 
or of any intention of resistance on the 
part of d(Hi Sigiamund ; it waa true that 
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he had neglected to appear befinre the tri* 
Imnaly but had excused himadf for so do* 
ing ; and although the reasons stated for 
this neglect were trivial and groundless^ 
yet the offering them shewed a disposition 
to yield to the power of the law ; and don 
Paolo, though he did not approve, could 
no longer oppose the departure of the 
troops, which waa accordingly decided 
upon without delay. 

Federico had, in this interval, obtained 
another interview with Costanza^ in which 
she had confessed the pleasure she should 
feel at his return ; and, should it meet the 
wishes of her &mily, in complying with 
his entreaties to unite her fate with his» 

The gratitude of Ferollo was boundless, 
and he antidpated, with little doubt, the 
speedy release of SdLanto from the captl^ 
vity in which he was held, though little 
information had yet been obtained upon 
the subject 

The young mai were admitted, at thek 
particular request, to take leave of the hth 
roness, who, notwithstanding her own 
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giief^ partook in the «Mow at the &mSf 
at tins .aepamkion. She thanked them 
both £» the kind sttetitioii they had afajewn 
her flince thehr first meeting, and with 
mdbixieboly antkdpatkm^ foretold that they 
should meet no more. Both endeavoured 
to 6heer her spirits^ by the assurance that 
her anxiety would be lemoyed by the ex* 
ertions which the baron Mundino was 
making, and by the confessions which 
would be extorted from the adherents of 
ijmiu ; and that, when once her mind was 
restored to composure, she would feel her 
strength return, and that they should soon 
liope to receiTe intelHgence (^ her rapid 
ree6wiy» * 

The barooess shook her head, and with 
iervent prayers for their health and happi- 
-fieis^^bade thera a final adieu. 

Don Giacomo was occupied, during the 
iprincfpal part of the evening, with busi* 
ness of importance ; the baroness Pandol* 
fina, though ainxious and sad, yet,, from 
-the quiet dignity of her usual manner, 
shewed «h«r leelings but little ; ^whilst the 
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cbonteM SaiiaA)fi€ani lametitiitibns were loud 
flad uftcdasifi^. 

K'diiliep Fcderioo iior Gaetmio luid been 
{ttrticidadiy Mudumis in cnkivmtmg bet 
Mquaintaiice ; Imt she liad dibsen emu 
cdve a violent friencUnp for the Imttar, 
and to proliiss a ^steriy tegaxd for Hni 
fbirmer. ¥torA the time that <lie -orders 
for their departure Itad Arrived, she had; 
at convement times, when the coiint wad 
not in the way, chosen to suffer the most 
violent faysterids st the merrfion df ^eir 
ptftifig, mA now bewdled. In afi the 
terms of despair Ae oocdd find, tiie aad lost 
4Eihe should experienoe. 

The baroness Pandolfina paid as litde 
attention as politeneiis would allow to the 
Hiresome details and incessant quiBstions of 
the htdy, and genersfiy peneattted her t6 
engross all the conversation, wfaich made 
the counters differ from many of her fa* 
snde friends, in thinking the wife of ^n 
Giaeomo vastly agreeable ; and when the 
lady of Cosma Ludiese, or of <3enmUno 
FeioUo, comfflained that the pride of the 
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baroness made her leiferved and unsocial, 
and only permitted her to bow het head 
yrheln they entered the room, and to do 
the same, when they quitted it» the 
countess vehemently defended the elegant 
and courtly politeness with which her be- 
loved baroness listened to her conversa- 
tion — ** An example,** she generdly re- 
ma]ifked with a significant look, '* which it 
would be well if the other ladies in Sdac* 
ca were to follow." 

On the present occasi<»n, the volubility 
of the countess was Hot likely to be diedc« 
ed; the baroness was more than common- 
ly silent^ Costanza was with her mother, 
md Marguerita feflt'aU her sorrows return 
at the ided of lofflng her two friends. 
. Federioo had, by his kindness and fra- 
ternal tenderness, exdted inf her .heart the 
affection of a sister towaids him ; but 
when she thought on the departure of Gae- 
tano, it was with still deeper feelings of 
regret; these she aittributed to the light in 
which she liad always considered him, as 
the fiiend of her fitther^ a l^e which grief 
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had oonsecmted in her efe& ; nor did she 
examine her sentimenta towards Pignatelli. 
with the scrutiny she imight have done, 
had she suspected that any more tender 
feeling lurked in the bosom of either. She 
now sat beside the baroness, weeping in 
alence at the thoughts of the approaching 
separation, and unheeding the incessant 
detail of the miseries whidi afflicted ma* 
dame Sambuca. 

*^ And after ybu are gone,"* said the lat- 
ter to GaetanOy *' the baron delMundinb 
will depart, and his officas and lawyers, 
and we shall return to our usual stupid 
state, without another murd^, or any thing 
to do till the feast." 

'' Tis a pity your excellenza catmot con* 
trive another encounter with the countess 
Caltabellotta, to pass your time in a more 
enlivening manner," readied Gaetano. 

** Fray, signor FignateUi, don't men^ 
tion that dreadful person; it is getting 
quite late in the evening, and I never like 
to think of her when it is dark." 

** It really would not astonish me," he 



sbUt *^ if the pmMt^fald ai^Mtfe of her '&^ 
mOj affidrs wea^ to induee her to enter 
into a compaet with ihe e^l spirit ; andr 
possessed of aupcmataval powars, she woukl 
indeed be a dreadfiil antagonistL^ 

^* I only wonder,'' !said the c<limte88^ 
^ how I erer atuhrived the fury she was in 
at die cassino^ sqmI all finrnotiaing. loi^y 
iust hinted at the reports about the kufy 
Lucretia, whom she most jcertaihly did 
murder, mi jsaid something to Gistanza 
about Fedtflix^ when she had 1^ eiide; 
Hess to GaH me horribie names, and to 
stoim and rave as if I had offended her; or 
caused the jp^teration jof the hidy :. but i/^ 
tell me something to pit hei^ hombfo 
image out of my tfaougbts, or I i^all i^ot 
dare to go to bed to-night."* 

^< Will not our fhial depaitme do that?'* 
asked the gentlemaq; '^ we start at an 
early hour, and shall not meiet to-inorrow.'* 

^' How inhunan/' she replied, in a dole«^ 
fid vcuee, *^ to semind me with such indi& 
ferenoe of fbe event which I have been ail 
day deploring f * 
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^ If we were not tihe two BMit modest 
men in the idand," replied Federioo, ^ your 
flattery, my kind oonan, would nise our 
vanity to an inauflferable heigfatJ' 

^' Fray, Fedeiioo, dont make yoursdf 
agreeable now, or it will be still more 
dreadful to lose you.** 

^ You return to Sambuca,** he oontinu- 
ed^ ^ as I understand from the eount, in a 
few days — our absene^ therefore^ will be a 
less misfortune.'' 

The lady now began to weep. 

^ The oouptry around your castle is 
beautiful, I am told, signora.'' 

'< Horrible ! dreadful !" said the lady. 
^* Hills and valleys, mountains, oora*field8» 
and vineyards, are all we see ; the most 
tiresome things in life ! I, who doat upon 
a long straight street, a house with plenty 
of windows, and people always passing be- 
fore them, to go to a vile dismal cistle^ with 
nothing ,to look at but groves and vine* 
yards, or the castle waUs ; and to be im- 
mured with only my monkey and my hus* 
band. Santfasima Madre ! where is there 
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SO misenifale a woman as Theresa di Sam* 
buca?** 

^^ And have you no castles in your neigh- 
bourhood, in which there are reddent fit- 
milies, that you are driven to so smsdl a 
domestic cirde as one man and a monkey ?** 
asked Gaetano. 

** Oh yes,** replied the lady, •* there are, 
to be sure, some people at no great dis- 
tance ; but thare is something dreadfiil at- 
tached to them alL Our nearest neigfa« 
hour, the baroness San Filippo, was very 
agreeable, till she was poinded out by Sam 
buca as a person who ought to be an ex 
ample to me ; and being told that she was 
a charming woman, on several disagree- 
able occasions, I have never been able to 
bear her since, and am resolved not to enter 
her castle gates again." 

Don Paolo and the baron Pandolfina 
now entered; the ktter had some final 
communications, which he wished Gaetano 
to convey to his uncle ; and the countess 
was compelled to give up her auditor, 
without a hope of finding another. . 








cfaeds, mod hide £ml»u 3, sLe bam icto 
tears, and fled fion tlie jyim e u t. 

The banmsid haMiess icmaiiied with 
Federioo king after the icst had dispened, 
and put Tiolenee on their own inc^Mb^ 
tions in dealing him to lie down for a fow 
hours. 

They were with him again* at hU shtn 1 
repast, before setting out ; and ns \\\p lm« 
ron embgieed him at partlng» ho lalil---*' t 
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wi^ed.youto ga» n^^stwts yet I now feel 
worse than a wom^n at losing you. Hea* 
Yen send you si^y hafk ^pin, to gladden 
your paternal honie! Fafcgiy^ !'* . 
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CHAPTER VIL 



It was the owl dut ibnek'd, the teal bdimwij 
M'hich giFes the stem'st good night — he b about it. 

SSAKESPCAEC. 

It had required all the art and pkimlnli- 
ty of the baron Adriano^ to keep the sgidt 
of don Sigismund fiom bursting into open 
violence during the days of Statella's in- 
quiries. To the summons which was de- 
livered to himself he would have return- 
ed an open defi^nc^ but the .self-possession 
of his friend overcame the impetuosity of 
Luna, a^d he succeeded in keeping him 
quiet* 

The sentence of outlayrry and bi^iish- 
ment pronounced against Delia B^rdiat 
Ludiese^ and Infontauetta» had been treat* 
ed by Adriano with ridicule and cpntempt. 

VOL. III. H 



£42 THE FEUDS OF 

The execution of Erasta had required 
more skill to palliate ; the blood of Luna 
mounted indignantly at the thought of 
iabandoning even one of his inferior fol- 
lowers to a shameful death ; but with cold- 
hearted policy Adriano argued on the ex- 
pediency of leaving him to his fate : such 
an act of forbearance, he pleaded, would 
do more towards lulling the suspicions of 
their enemies, than all the protestations 
their whole party could make, and would 
do more to facilitate their purposes than 
the additional power of an hundred men. 

Giorgio Erasta was one of his own im- 
mediate followers, and it suited the pur- 
pose of Adriano at the time to make him 
out a wortliless character ; although his 
crime had been obedience to his chieftain 
in an hour of drunken enthusiasm, though 
during his life he had been extolled as one 
of his most trustworthy adherents, he now 
discovered in him every crime which could 
disgrace human nature, joined with a ten- 
dency to treachery and deceit^ which would 
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make his death, even from themselves, an 
act 0f justice and prudence. 

Sigismund did not attempt to defend a 
character of which he knew so little ; yet 
still he argued with obstinacy and perti- 
nacity on the want of spirit it would ma« 
nifest in himsdf to submit to such an in- 
sult. 

Finally, however, Adriano's persever- 
ance succeeded ; don Sigismund gave up 
the point,; and Giorgio Erasta died by the 
hands of the common executioner — a fate 
he justly merited, for the slaughter of the 
gentle and generous Ferrara ; but the ig- 
nominy thrown upon his character by Pe- 
ralta was ah injustice his very crime ren- 
dered more iniquitous. 

The first tidings which were brought to 
Lunli Castle, of the intended return of the 
troops immediately, were scarcely credited 
by any of the party ; but when their doubts 
were changed into certainty, the exultation 
of Adriano was unbounded, and the most 
tumultuous satisfaction was expressed by 
all the adherents of count Luna. 

Mi 
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All the leaders who were coQcealed in 
Sciacca were summoned to a midnight 
cpuncil in the Castel di Luna, where con- 
gratulation and unanimity prevailed. The 
slight check which had, for a while^ im- 
peded their career, seemed to haye added 
tenfold strength to their fury, and the 
most decisive measures were instantly 
agreed upon. Every individual was to 
.collect his utmost number of adherents, 
and Adriano was to repair as seqretly as 
possible to Bivonia, to prepare Delia Bar- 
dia and his companions to accompany the 
forces which still remained in readiness to 
march to Sciacca. 

The wounds which Accursi had receiv- 
ed were so severe, that it was with ^me 
difficulty he was conveyed to Bivonia^ and 
for a day or two after his arrival thc^^ he 
suffered exceedingly from his jouiii^y, and 
was strictly ordered by his medical attend- 
ants to remain perfectly quiet His desire 
of getting over to San Bartolomeo was ex- 
treme ; but for some time he felt the utter 
impossibility of doing it ; howevar he had 
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determinecton making the attempt, though 
in direct opposition to the opinion of his 
surgeon, when Adriano arrived with the 
important inteUigence of the project which 
was on foot, in consequence of the impni* 
dence of Statella and Perollo. 

it now required no great powers of per- 
suasion to induce him to remain two or 
three days longer quiets that he might not 
be incapadtated from joining in the ensu- 
ing actions ; and, at the end of that time, 
he was judged sufficiently recovered to 
proceed to Sciacca. 

He set out late in the evening, and made 
his way into the city through the Casa di 
Infontanetta. His first object was to seek 
the countess, to whom he was generally 
a most unwelcome visitor, but one to 
whom she dared not at any time refuse 
admission. 

^ I am come, signora,** he said, '^ for the 
purpose of making some final arrangement 
with you respecting the property of the 
baroness della Bardia. I wish not to en- 
ter into any unpleasant discussion with 
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don Sigismund ; but, in the uncertain 
state of our affairs, it v^ fight and proper 
that some precautions should be taken, to 
secure her property, beyond the power of 
any acddent which may happen to hew 
brother or myselC In case of the &I1 of 
the county it is requisite to have her claims 
duly acknowleged ; and the only means of 
their being clearly determined, is by a 
declaration of her birth &om yourself and 
count Luna, upon the assembly of our 
family connexions.'* 

The countess was uncertain what reply 
to make ; at length she said — ** Don Sigis* 
mund has consented to receive his sisters- 
why press the matter at a time like tids^ 
and before the event which was fixed on 
as a period to concealment has taken 
place ?** 

" Your excellenza would be happy to 
defer my rights till this marriage of ilie 
count's has been completed : its ever tak- 
ing place now appears so doubtful, that I 
am not disposed to wait for it; events 
have not succeeded to your expectations. 
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and I am too much the master of your 
actions not to make whatever terms I 
please." 

** And do you expect me to live a slave 
to your insulting tyranny ?" 

*' That is a matter which is at the choice 
of your excellenza ; the influence you pos- 
sess over count Luna is unbounded, and 
it is my intention to. avail myself of it 
You may, as you think proper, obey my 
commands, or provoke my vengeance by 
resisting them. Your imperious spirit I 
have known before crouch beneath the 
dread of the discoveries I can make ; need 
I recount the particulars of our first private 
conference, when — 






No !" exclaimed the lady, with vehe* 
menoe : ** were there no other punishment 
for my offence than that which I have suf^ 
fered from your insolence, that deed were 
deeply avenged/* 

^ Your excellenza," pursued Accursi. 
^ has perhaps forgotten the first efiusions 
of your frenzy at the proofs I held — the 
ebullitions of passion, which subsided into 
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tsttne and meek compliance-^lihe Autnber- 
lesrs soothing promises with which you 
masked your intention of ridding yourself 
of such a torment as D' Atnato. The change 
from imperious anger to sullen fury, and 
then again to fawning hypocrisy, gave me 
at the time an inMght intb the various 
^(5wers of your 6aprtcibife ioul, ^hidi are 
not easily fbtgbttWi.'' 

*< And Vb What do ihb§e t&uliting insults 
lend?'' asked the lady, With stnotfafered in- 
dignation. 

^* Merely to point ddt thfe ittpbtc^ntie of 
your resistjance." 

And wKlit are your prieseiit detiiands?" 
The immediate possession of thb pro- 
perty left by Peralta to my ^ife, the ba- 
roness della Bardia, the daughter of Gio- 
vanni di Luna, and a full ackhowledg- 
hient of all hei^ claims on the failure oip her 
brother's issue." 

« And you mean to bring her over, 
and present her to her &mily immedi- 
ately?" 

*• Probably not," s^id Aocursi ; " there 
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It B SIT wH to fcvpe tiie natter pub- 
liciy and cpenlT jm m^ e il wilhoQt ferther 
dday* 

* TkaC' icpfied die cxmntess « Prwi* 
oscs mutt bcfself uppen;* 

« Impoaifalersnd Ddb Bn^n. with, 
out oanaidentioD : ** it tfould be usdess," he 
added, ** and is not put of my present ar- 
rangements." 

The eountess had urged the production 
of her daughter only as a pretext to gain 
time; but there was something in tho 
manner of Delia Bardia which excited a 
suspicion in her mind, that he had lomo 
secret motive for the refusal ; It w«s not 
probable that any regard to her f«tUngi or 

X8 
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comfort induoed him to pre vent her coming 
to Sciacca, yet that he had some motive 
was evident-—'*' Sigismund has expressed 
a wish to see his sister^*" she said, '^ and 
where can she be so well, or so properly 
placed, as with her mother? or what means 
can be so eligible of announdi^ her ex- 
istence, and confirming her identity to the 
world, as by a perscmal introduction to her 
family?" 

*• My own health and engagem^its will 
not at present. allow ci this,'' said Accursi ; 
** but this debate is foreign to the sul]gect 
I am now come to procure the immediate 
payment of the portion due to my bride, 
as the co-heiress of Feralta ; and an open 
declaration of her future dahns, in the ge- 
neral assembly of the house of Luna.'* 

** And in what way is my influence to 
be exerted?"' asked the countess. . 

'' By stating my wishes t? count Luna, 
and using your power oyer him, to pro- 
cure the attainment <^ them* As one of 
the trustees also for the Peialta property, 
you may, by your evidence and authority. 



LUNA AKB PEEOLLO. 251 

csommand the payment <^ the som de- 
manded.'' 

•• And when am I to be freed from this 
state of thraldom, and the pledges which 
you now hold restored ?** 

^ I have found them so useful, that I 
must b^ for your permission to retain 
them still,'' said Accursi, with a smile. 

Her unwillingness to deprive her son of 
the portion of wealth, to purchase which she 
had sacrificed so much, induced the coun^ 
tess to venture to the last extremity she 
dared proceed with Delia Bardia, ' His 
present reluctance to produce the person 
of Francisca, gave birth to a hope that 
there was some motive which induced him 
to hurry on the affair, and of which she 
inight avail herself. The next morning 
she sent to request don Sigismund's at* 
tendance in her private apartments. 

"^ I sent fi>r you,'* she aaid, on his en* 
trance^ ** in consequence of an interview I 
had last night with Delia Bardia relating 
to Francisca ; he desires to have her por- 
tion of Feralta*3 wealth delivered into hit 
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1hands,Wcl her 'connexion with us imine- 
diately proclaimed to our friends on thefir 
akkembling in Sdacca.** 

•• When I had learned froto you, my 
mother,^* daid Luna, ** the truth of my re* 
lationsihip to this unknown sister, I was 
^fully awar^ of the claim which she possess* 
ed, arid which Heaven forbid I should ey^n 
Wish to deprive her of. The demands of 
Delia *Bardik coiild not have tome at a 
more inconvenient time; yet, as far as 
they dan, they shall 'be complied with. 
But Ivhy ishould he 'insist on this public 
recognition now Under such circum- 
stances r 

" His conduct," replied the countess, ** is, 
as usual, mysterious ; and it behoves us to 
Hct with caution. The introduction of 
Frandsca herself should, I think, precede 
any other arrangements ; this would pre- 
vent the necessity of much unpleasant de- 
tail, and enable the guardians, under the 
will of Peralta, to act with more satisfac* 
tion to themselves.* 

•* The whole affair,** answered Luna, " i& 
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inexpiiaftle; but I UnA tKA jaa tint 
diepiesenDe of F umlm ck is neeemmjio 
die FD-cstuodsiKnt cf licr Tigtsts^ 

^ It is onfy Beoesmy,'* an s wc i ed the 
countess^ "tlntyao rake lliis llie jwdi- 
minaiy step to tlie adjustment of the t£- 
fair ; but let it not ^tppear to be at my in* 
stjgstion. I am in some 'degree pledged 
to« sappcnt the wishes of Ddla Baidia» 
though ecntiaiy to m j real sentiments 
iip<m the salgect ; yet; as die happmessof 
Frandscrls perhaps at stake, I am wiDitig 
to sacrifioe much, that by complitoce with 
him I may acquire an influence capable of 
promoting her future welfkre.** 

The intention of the countess, in thus 
uiging the production of her daughter^ 
was not perhaps from an idea of deriving 
any ultimate benefit from such a measure ; 
but the conduct of Delia Bardia proved 
his unwillingness to do it, and for that itn* 
willingness sh& supposed some motive 
might exist, which Would at Itost give her 
time fbr ddiberation ; and, notwithstatkU 
xng every probability was in Ikvour of h«r 
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bdng compelled to sanender the wealth, 
and make every coneession her tyrant 
chose • to in^sjt on, yet every delay was a 
respite to her, and the pleasure of oppos^ 
ing him, great as was the hazard, she could 
not resist. 

Intelligence soon arrived of the exer- 
tions of the friends of Luna ; they had 
collected more than^ three hundred horse 
and four hundred foot soldiers, exclusive 
of fifty bsave AgrigentineSr and fifty lan- 
cers from Salermi, brought by don Mi- 
ehele Fugiades ^and his two brothers. 
This force^ consisting of more than ei^t 
hundred men» awaited the orders of their 
chieftain, who instantly set out for Bivonia 
to join thenk 

JBiQ^K his departure, he bad a short in- 
terview with Accursiy and informed him 
of the information whiqh had arrived, and 
the conversation he had held with his mo- 
ther ; declaring, at the same time, bis rea- 
diness to refund the inheritance of his sis- 
ter^ and publicly to recognise her,, but ex- 
pressed his intention, of being first intro- 



BsuBti to het^ and hia desire tfiat die 
shoiiU be faEDugbt to Sdacca^ as soon. a» 
ponible. 

DdkBatduL-knew wdL tibe diaposltiais 
cf ccNmt Lona, and fiaoi whence he de- 
medkis c^miona^ mhis iiiteiitioi> to be 
intRMiiiced ta Us. dster, b^jre aoy steps 
were taken m. the a^ustment of her a£- 
£nrs ; he deari j saw the mfluenee of the 
eomrteH^ and was awaie of the momenta* 
ry ferggetfiihiess mt^ wbkh he bad been 
betnjed during bis intendew with her 
on the pfece&ig: night, and the impolitie 
anxiety he had shewn ta resist the pso- 
ductkxi of Francwa's persmi^ which be 
feared to do, until by his presence be bad 
habituated her to consider herself as bis 
wife He dreaded lest she should declare 
the Yiolenoe which had been offered^ and 
the ^legality pi her marriage; that don Si* 
gismund.shpuid espouse hei; cause;, and 
that att hi^ power over the countess would 
be exerted in vam ta .bend thcj spirit of 
her daughter, or to overcome the repw- 
i^iwe pf h#r, |on .to forje the in(^ini»t|9P* 



256 ra& FEUbs of 

of Frataciflca, ^aitd to overlook the meana 
he had used to possess himself of her per« 
son; and he was consequently enraged 
beyond measure at the manoeuvre of the 
Iddy^ who, not daring openly to resist liis 
wfllfhad thus end^amoti red secretly to coun- 
teract his intentions, and instigated Sigis- 
mund to require the presence of his sister 
in Sdacca. 

The countess Caltabellotta was Absent 
during great port of the day from the 
CaStd di Luna, engaged, it was said^ in 
devotion «t the convent of Luda ; DeHa 
Bardia had therefore no opportunity, tor 
some hours, of venting his displeasure* 
against her. 

Information respecting the steps which 
the Luna party had tak^i on the depar- 
ture of llhe-troops, was socm given to the 
baron Pandolfina ; and he learned also the 
increasing number of thekr partisans. To 
remedy the evil his want of caution had 
brought on, was now the only thing to be 
done, and he repaired to Statella, to confer 
with him upon the tobjM ; and dotiFa- 
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blo attended hini; Wlid^ wittioat boas^ 
hb own wisdom in ibietelling what had 
taken plaoe^ endeavoured to devise some 
pbmble means of pr e ven t in g Ae ino-iease 
of the danger^ and fo avoid its coming to 
the tem^matkm whs^ he dreaded* 

They found StateDa surrounded hy law- 
yers and counseHorsy bufily employed ih 
taking infchnatioi« and eiimiining wit- 
nesses as to tte hte Astimbances. 

Don Giaooino requested a private atf- 
dienee^ which was instantly granted^ and 
the commander withdrew With fh^ two 
cavaliers. 

** My coUdn* don Pablo,'* said Paridolft- 
na, ^ wds right iti the advi^ he gave ; and 

« 

we haf e been too predpiiate in the di$- 
mistal of the forces your exektientA Brdiight 
with you.** 

** How so, signor ?" asked Statella. 

** The Luna party are maUil^ head at 
Bivonia, and have collected upwaids ot* 
eight hundred men, under their deteimin* 

arid sanguinary chieis.* 

'' Let the city gates be closed against 
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them,'* said StateHa; '' w^Will yet find 
means to miJce examplea of these rebels^ 
and to shew them the power which law 
and justice can exert, when called <m to 
suppress such insolent presumptioti.'* 

** So many are their fiiends in Sciacca^ 
and so various the private means they pos- 
sess of entering the cily, that it would 
be useless to dose the gates ; and besides^ 
an open attack is not what we immediate- 
ly fear ; and aill may yet be well," said 
don Qiaoomo, ** if your excellenza would 
retire withiu the Cas» di Perdlo; our 
united strength might then defy open as* 
saults and. private machinations.'* ^ 

** Grateful as I feel £>r your attention^ 
baron Fandoifina,'* said Statella, ** I am 
sorry to decline it, but consider tnyself 
obliged to do so— we have yet much in- 
formation to obtain, and many circum- 
stances to investigate, and it would savour 
too much of partiality, were our proceed- 
ings carried on beneath your roof^ and ap. 
parently under your inJSuence and direc^ 
tion**" 



orFnUfiBiRiofir,c^Bor. IwhiUmI 
oilge jDa Id aijct mindb migliklMkfifat 
jmUditj, fid not the present «qpect of 
afiiis tbraitcn die wont and most fitel 
copseqoences. You maj even siK^pand 
your memiies tor m time, untfl tre $M 
what fltepB our cf^ppiients tie prqptied to 



^ Kepiesenting the petson of his IiQ|MS 
rial nugesly/ replied Statdla» ^ it is not 
probaUe that the in^tuation of the insuiw 
gents would venture to off^ any violence 
to me ; and by holding myself indepen« 
dent of your kindness, dop Giacomo^ I 
may prevent any farther outrages from 
being oommitt^ against your friends and 
fiuniiy.* 

" I wish not,** said don Paolo, •*. to ex* 
dte any prejudice in th^ mind of your 
exeellenza against the house of Luda i 
but frcHn our knowledge of tbcj disposition! 
of its various members, and from, what wa 
are able to leam of their present intentionii 



jt ii d^ thttt no trusi: & to be given to 
ftny show (jf moderation tfiey^ may make, 
tlife disiallbfetioii (£ ^Yerel of the chiefs to 
the presient government, and the invete- 
rate hatred they sdl bear towards our house, 
are becoittk ^tieitements too po^^Nsrful to be 
eonque^, even by thefear of utter destruc- 
tion to al th^ir party .*^ 

•^ The atrodou^ murder of Greh>nimo 
Ferrara shews,** sidd Pandolfina, ** how 
little regard they manifest to the mutual 
fiienSs of Luna iand myself; and £d they 
not ph^[k)Be soind undertakmg of import- 
mice, would they hav^ gathered together 
so great a number of men ? Again let me 
tirge you to tbke up your immediate resi- 
dence with me." 

^* No,** replied Statella, obstinately per- 
severing in his original opinion ; " it is 
impossible for men to be so void of reason, 
so transported by passion, as to venture 
sueh an instilt against the noaj^ty of the 
fempire, or to attadk the representative of 
sovereign powei-, with the eertaihty of 
tliringing ruih on fhemselves. They might 
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^p^ in th^ l^uny of preparing for '^' 
foreign expedition, that the viceroj wopid 
oyerlpok a trifling broil, Qf even an indi- 
vidual murder ; but so during ^.act as 911 
assault up9n a public iqinister of justlc^^ 
sent with m powers fro^i g^yerranent, 
t)iey could not hope would b^ passed oyer 
vfithout the severest punisl^mcsitJ' 

^ To any ot^er set of men,** replied d<m 
Paolo, ^^ the arguments of ypu^ exjpeU^^^, 
might . perhaps app^y; but tl|e boqse of 
Luna have for years been approaching to 
this crisis, an^ given all theif tiioijgbta to 
the destruction of our race ; the hour of. 
contest is arrived, and the best m^bod* of 
coun^rafjting their dej^igns appeals tq be. 
that which don Giacomo proposes. If 
your excellen^a would retire withiyi the 
walls of his castle, the authority you can . 
there command may be exerted to call 
forth the loyalty of the people» whp loay 
otherwise not chopse to take a pfurt with 
either of our factipns ; but; in dividing our 
fojtqe^ we mu»t all eventually &U, before 
we can either obtaiin jthe ai4 9f our. distfuit 
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friends,' di* the ^IT more remote assirtance 

• • • 

df the Viceroy,*' • 

' -Fhe purpose of Statella remained, how- 
ever, fi^ed*; no arrangement could induce 
hifn - to diange his resolution, and his 
fnends 'gave up the point, after a long 
and strentiQus etideavour to persuade him 
to listen to |>rudehce and reason. As don 
Giaconio cdn»dered himselJr in some de- 
gree the eatise bf the dismissal of the troops,' 
he felt responsible for Statella's future 
safety; and 'requested permission to send 
Margiieii with a small hand of men to pro- 
tect him from the first effects of the storm, 
as they might perhaps secure a retreat to 
the Castel di Pierollo, should such a mea- 
sure be TieCesisary. " 

' This offer Statella did not refuse, though 
conviWced there was but little chance of 
needing ihem. - 

*' Ah 'hir of iuiiisual gloom hung ov^r 
the hos|)iliable mansion of Perollo. Don 
Giacomo was anxious and uneasy, and 
continually reproached himself for the pre- 

ipitaney with which hehaci dismissed the 
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aid the viceroy sent. Don Paoloip who 
had at the time resisted their departure to 
the utmost^ now found every excuse for 
the conduct of his kinsman ; hb activity 
and exertions gave fresh spirits to the 
whole party, and his cheerfubiess, in some 
degree, succeeded in removing the depres- 
sion of Pandolfina. Hitherto he had been 
the unceanng advocate for peace, had soft- 
ened every irritating event which had oc- 
cinred between the rival houses, and, un- 
til the late outrages, been a never-failing 
advocate fw count Luna. A -different 
spirit now seemed to have taken pos- 
session of his bosom ; and he appeared to 
regard the approaching contest rathev with 
satis&ction than alarm. At all times a 
fiivourite with every member of his fami^ 
ly, he now appeared their guardian-angel;' 
his presence carried with it security and 
^[icouragement ; the men regarded hioi' 
with afifectionate devotion, and the officers 
with confidence and respect 

The baroness had been apprised of the' 
danger of a tumult, and the probaUlity of 
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an attack npom the castle; she- had re- 
oeived the ]nft>rmation with cabn and un- 
4^tered serenity* and obeyed th^ directions 
of don Giacomo in removing, with her 
diildren and the other ladies, into the 
tower which stood within the interior 
court, without any evident s}miptpnis of 
lilann. 

The baroness Solanto was removed to a 
dhamber as remote as possiUe from any 
part of tlie castle liable to attack, and every 
precaution taken to save her fiom unne- 
cessary a^tation and distress. 

The countess Sambuca had, upon the 
first tidings of danger, been seized with a 
fit of enthusiastic devotion ; she had vow- 
ed 'pUgrimage to every shrine from St 
Jtagoi in Spain to the holy sepulchre itself; 
had procured from the confessor of the 
castle absolution for dl her sins ; and seem- 
ed .expecting, tliou^ not with mudi im« 
patience, a ctown of martyrdom. She Jhad 
borrowed an immense folio history of Santa 
Radagunda, fqpd, with a large rosary on 
her arm,, was, seated in one comer of the 





votion, two <» tlm» pagtt tenwUnit tH» 
fiMmdatioB of a mnwrtiw} by tli^ «iiM 
whoie legend wasbdm her 

^ A corioQs emfiioymtiit* ^Hxn^'^ MiM 
madame LndieK^ •* at • time like tKK hv 
be reading the dioaemioiM of nkM^vi^eiii 
dormitories and doisten^** 
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«« Don't disturb me," aid L^ w»»u«„,.. 



V«jlM'>.',A 



^ it isagood book. I am sure I aflkedbfe* 
ther Giuseppe to lend me a good book^ 
and he htaaght me the history cf^ tfds 
iaint, who was mBxijreA by the Sasacene; 
as we shall be.**^ 

She then resumed her emplo3mient, iSS 
another opportunity oSkred of dfiBtmrbing 
ber friends by her indivicteal sorrows, aod 
lamentations; and at' crety pause> wJwq 
ber terrors returned^ slie resorted^ to tiie 
volume beibife her, and read witii rapidity^ 
as if she imagined that the. quantity of the 
said good book wouldhe.Mi antidote agamsfe 
the approaclnng e¥il& 

At.tbe Castd' di Luna, the day posseiBin 
Ihiay expectation^ He oinub retuimdiinr 
the evening witfa< a nUmeroua attendasee^. 
and appe^iied ii^ th^ bigjbesfr spirits^, an i£ 
tbe hour of bis triampfa was akeady coMev. 

^^ You have Qonsideted my request,;! 
bope, don SigiwHrndi"' said Delia. Bacdia, 
who met bbnadott after his. acrrm^ ^tmd. 
ore prepaid: to;iidfil. my wiabes^?* 

'' Atpresent,*"* 8n^tK>ii»li:iii)iia^ ^'idHs 
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fliat tUmk tiiat any of our patty would 
iaem pressed, iiis private interests on my 
flioiights^ when every moment should be 
given to our public measures; much less 
did I suppose that such would have been 
Ae conduct of DeUa Bardia." 

<< I bav? ioo. mudi at stake, signor, at 
this eventftd time, io forget that which is 
due to others as well as myself." 

^' If possible," said Sigisdinnd, ^* I will 
meet yon in my motber^s apartment, when 
idl our a rmigdments are compleledJ^ 

Hiafdroes ^oiived about two houis tdfaer 
amnet, Jiear the walls of Sciacci^ where 
^dbey bitod, and dismissed avmestenger to 
diewaijN; with itfae tidingis; upon whkdi 
lie fmaeeded, with aconsidenrbte nombei^ 
«snRne(fyas|iQaBiU0, to "the Porta di IPiim* 
ieniK^ winok i;hey auooeeded iii saeuiit^ 
«d rafter s&ing liie petMns ^appernitfed tb 
Iceep iti admitted as many of iibeir party ttt 

ItiaA been 'determitied lo divide their 
'AttaM into two:8qn«lronB,<ane of vtdndi waa 

vft 
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placed under the oommand of don Mkhtsle 
Pugiades ; and the otfaer» ki wfcaeh were 
all the noblemen and cavaliers^ was headed 
by count Luna in person. Pugiades and 
his band remained without the city waUs, 
being stationed in the valley Dell* Aba£a, 
under the Casa di PeroUo, to pfevent all 
egress from the gate whaefa opened from 
thence into the country. 

No sooner had the count admitted his 
friends than they began» without loss of 
time, to barricado the streets^ ;sa as to pier 
Tent all intercourse between dc»i Giaoomo 
and Statella, that neither might afford suc^ 
cour to the other. They possessed thcfm- 
selves also of the Porta di Santa Caterina^ 
and the house of don Geronimo PeroHo^ 
which &ced the greater gate of Panddfina's 
castle, in which they found no resistance ; 
don Geronimo having, with all the other 
friends of his feraily, removed within his 
kinsman's walls. Here they planted them^ 
selves, intending to make it thdr princi- 
pal point of attack ; and, for their better 
defence, threw up a breastwork^ composed 
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strate of the ciCj, wlio lived near Santa 
Maigoerita, at the otlicr pait of thetowiv 
informed of these pro c eedings^ coald no 
longer donbt the dai^er to which he had 
exposed faimad^ Ij n^ecting the warn- 
ing of PSandcdfina. To attempt now to 
readi Ae-castl^ or to affi>rd any assistance 
io don GiaoomOy he ocmsidered hopeless; 
and mounting his horse, fled from the city 
with all the speed in his power, taking the 
road to Partanna, to raise the vossuls of 
P^x)ll« in aid of their (diie£ 

Having seen his men to their allotted 
posts, placed vigilant oflicers over them« 
and enjoined the strictest silence till tho 
signal should be given, don Sigismund re- 
turned for an hour or two to his csstlo. 
The chiefs whose services were requlrctl, 
were all upon their stations, and every 
thing awaited the morning light. 

Count Sigismund sought the apartment 
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of his mother, and was speedily fdlowed 
thither by Delia Bardia, who had resolved 
not to resign his demands, even at the last 
minute ; the countess dianged colour as 
he entered the room, and expressed her 
surprise at seeing him. 

" It was by my appointment,** said the 
count "The barone pressed me on my 
return this evening on the same subject— 
the acknowledgment of Fnmdsca, and 
the resignation of her property. I could 
not attend to him at the time, nor can I 
now do more than repeat my former pro- 
mises upon tlie matter — -that as soon as we 
have fulfilled our meditated revenge 
against Pandolfina, Francisca shall he pub- 
licly presented to her family, and her 
claims of relationship confirmed by you^ 
my mother, and by myself; without her 
personal introduction, I see not how the 
afl^ir can be arrauged.'* 

** And is this the opinion of your excel- 
Ijpnza?*' asked Accursi, turning to the 
countess with a look she perfectly under- 
stood. . 
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'^My'vriA/' she replied, *^ is to oontri- 
bote to the happiness of both my children. 
I am willing to resign Frandsca's dower» 
but the consent of the otber guardians of 
the Peralta property must also be obtaix^* 
ed." 

'' I have been trifled with," said Delia 
Baidia, again looking at the countess, who 
trembled violently. 

JDoD Sigismund,. astonished at her agl* 
tation, inquired the cause; uqipertain of the 
length to which the malice of Delia Bardia 
might provoke him^ she feared the hour 
was come in which he would reveal to her 
son the secrets he possessed. How to ap* 
pease and conciliate him she knew not ; 
and conscious of having betrayed his 
cause» she waa aware of the pka he might 
advance for no longer keeping terms with 
her.— ^ I . am most wSling," she said at 
lengthy " to make aay concession yon de^ 
mandt signor.** 

'* And instantly ?"* asked Aceursi 

" Yes;^ she Altered out» evidently }jaih 
der the impression of extreme terror. 
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^nasedU-*^ Tfaer^ Jifipean to be some «»* 
iliie infloaice 'exerted over your rnind^ my 
Knotibet^" ifae :said« ^' The cinnlaet of the 
Inrone M^u&iei traplatiatkm ; it has been 
throughout a tissue of mystery, which 
/time will not iMaw trie now to isivest^ate ; 
irat^ until I am satisfied with respect to 
his motiTes, I ^bid you to psoceed in Hie 
business a sftep beyond where it has now 
gone. I de^wcate dl oon<cessio!]» and en- 
gagetnents enin^ into iift your 'present 
state of mind^ and insist upon all discus- 
sion^ being defevred till we are move at 
leisure to attend. For you, Delia Bardia," 
he oontiiuaed, ** you haTe availed yourself 
ef ciroumstancea to form an alliance with 
eur house, anauthori«ed by those to whom 
it was jovit first duty to ap^y«. I do not 
wish or intend to publish the dtssatis- 
&tion such an act must necessarikf have 
caused; but excuse me if,, in the present 
instimeet I think that niove attention is 
dMfroin yoa towards the feelings of those 
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whom yoa have alBaiAed by sodi a pifed- 
pitate and unwarrantable measure " . 

The barone had not expected to rouse 
these sentiments of opposition m d(m Si<» 
gismimd, nor did he wish to provoke him. 
— -'* The countess,** he replied, ^ ean best 
explain the motives from which she acts ; 
for myself, I confess that my anxiety to 
establish the rights of the baroness my 
wife, in case the present contest should 
terminate unfortunately to myself or your 
excellenza, has induced me to press the 
conclusion of the afi&ir. But I will now 
leave it entirely to the discretion of the 
countess, who knows my wishes upon the 
subject, and with whose character I am 
so well acquainted.** 

With this compliance don Sigismund 
appeared somewhat appeased ; the fears 
of the countess were relieved, and she 
protested her wish to make an immediate 
transfer of the property, and to put the 
parties in possession of all their legal 
Hghts. • • 
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A aatanem' fioia AAAm6 oaUed the 
count ftom his in(ttlmf9 ^eluinber, and he 
desired HeHa Baidia to fc^ow ^iia. Tiie 
nigbt was wearing^ ^t awiiy» alxd the par* 
ty lin aunious cspectatictfi of the dawn 
wkich was to l^t th6m to vengeanoe and 
^daughtisr. 
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